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Abstract  

Peacekeeping is one of the major mediums that the United Nations uses in the resolution of 

armed conflicts across the world, both intra-state and inter-state.   The armed forces of many 

member states have been deployed to United Nations peacekeeping missions to halt hostilities 

between hostile parties in armed conflicts in order to create the necessary atmosphere for 

peaceful resolution of conflicts.  The Ghana Armed Forces has been a key participant in United 

Nations peacekeeping operations since 1960 when the first peacekeeping battalion was deployed 

in the Congo.  Research shows United Nations peacekeeping affects participating militaries in a 

variety of ways.  The phenomenological approach of the qualitative research methodology 

investigated the impact of peacekeeping operations on the combat disposition of the Ghana 

Armed Forces.  Six Senior Officers and 3 Senior Warrant Officers of the Ghana Armed Forces 

who are Subject Matter Experts of the phenomenon were interviewed to generate primary data to 

provide answers to the research questions.  The research established that there is a disjoint 

between peacekeeping and combat operations. The major finding is United Nations 

peacekeeping operations adversely affect the combat disposition of the Armed Forces.  The 

research identified lack of realistic combat training, absence of combat hardware as well as 

waning of personnelôs mental disposition as major areas affected by United Nations 

peacekeeping operations which contribute to a decline in the combat disposition of the Armed 

Forces. The research recommended that the Armed Forces should make realistic combat training 

a priority. The research further recommended that government should endeavor to acquire 

sophisticated combat gear in order to enable the Armed Forces adequately deploy into combat 

missions and discharge its core duty decisively.    

Key Words:  peacekeeping, combat, disposition, impact, operations. 
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Chapter 1: Overview 

Impact of United Nations Peacekeeping on Combat Disposition of Participating Militaries:   A    

Phenomenological Enquiry into the Ghana Armed Forces. 

Militaries from member States of the United Nations (UN) have been deployed in armed 

many conflicts across the world to keep peace (Kotia, 2015).  These deployments, known as 

peacekeeping operations (PKO) executed under the auspices of the UN Department for 

Peacekeeping operations (UNDPKO) however,  impact on participating militaries in multi-

faceted ways (Ayawine, 2013;  Marina, 2016; Pinar, 2010; Raju, 2014).  The field of multi-

national PKO has gone through so much change with a corresponding impact on the key player 

in these operations, the military (Bellany & Williams, 2009; Joint Doctrine, 2011).  

Peacekeeping operations are essentially a mechanism used by the UN as well as regional 

and sub-regional organizations to contain armed conflicts, both inter-state and intra-state in order 

to facilitate their settlement by peaceful means.  In the post-Cold War era, the occurrence of 

conflicts especially intra-state wars has been on the ascendency (Garima & Gippner, 2013).  The 

failure of the League of Nations to stop the outbreak of World War II (WW II) in 1939, made the 

UN since its formation in 1945 to become the main mechanism for implementing collective 

diplomacy and peace across the world (Bellamy, 2010).  Peacekeeping thus remains one of the 

many activities undertaken by the UN and other regional bodies to control armed conflicts across 

the world (Bellamy, 2010; Boutros-Ghalli, 1992; Raju, 2014).  The concept of peacekeeping 

operations, though without any formal provision in the UN Charter, has nonetheless evolved by 

circumstances to become one of the major pre-occupations of the UN (Bellamy, 2010; UN 

Charter, 1945).   

The military has been the main tool the UN uses in intervening in armed conflicts.  Multi- 
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national military interventions in crises situations across the world have become an enduring  

tenet in contemporary times.  Peacekeepers have served across the globe to prevent the outbreak 

of conflict, to manage and contain violence and to support national actors in protecting and 

building sustainable peace after conflict.  UN peacekeepers have chalked great successes not 

only by containing the spread of armed conflicts but also in alleviating the consequential 

suffering of civilians arising from armed conflicts. 

  Consequently, there has been an unprecedented expansion of the military engagement in 

peacekeeping operations in response to the explosion of violent conflicts across the world 

(Bellany & Williams, 2014).  Soldiers, however, are trained principally for combat not 

peacekeeping.  Routines in peacekeeping environments therefore present troops with some 

challenges that demand some adjustments to their traditional orientation to operations especially 

with respect to combat operations and use of force. The Ghana Armed Forces (GAF) has been a 

key participant in UN peacekeeping operations since 1960 (Kotia, 2015).  This 

phenomenological approach of the qualitative research intends to determine if this highly 

regarded international support is in some way degrading the traditional mission of the GAF to 

protect Ghana.  

Background 

 Tensions engendered by the Cold War subsided following the collapse of the Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) in 1991; nonetheless renascent religious, ethnic, nationalist, 

and other factors relating to competition for control of States and the resources therein have 

threatened peace in many regions across the world.  Many countries have fought over border 

demarcations, and sub-national groups such as ethnic minorities and religious zealots have also 

fought over demands for separate statehood or hegemony as the case may be.  The clash of 
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civilizations (Huntington, 1996) arising out of Western imperialist attempts to subject the whole 

world to their ideals and way of life has also given birth to extremist, violent political groups 

couched within, and using religion as a justification to wage wars with great savagery.  This has 

thrown many parts of the world into armed conflicts with devastating consequences on society. 

The present era has witnessed an increase in intra-state hostilities and war, arising out of 

religious, political, ethnic and economic differences (Raju, 2014).  These conflicts frequently 

take place between multiple armed factions with different political, social or religious objectives.  

The emergent armed groups are often characterized by fractured lines of command and devoid of 

sound doctrine or ideology as justifications for the wars (Kotia, 2015).  Armed groups in civil 

conflicts thus violate human rights with careless abandon.  Consequently, peacekeeping 

operations grew rapidly in number and complexity since the 1990s (Cedric, 2010).  The trend of 

conflicts arising out of these issues underlines the ever-increasing importance of peacekeeping 

operations.  As a result, demand for peacekeeping as a tool for maintaining international peace 

and security continues to rise (Kenkel, 2013; Marina, 2016; UN, 1990).  

The importance of peacekeeping operations was accordingly underscored by the 6th UN 

Secretary General, Boutros Boutros-Ghali when he emphasized that peacekeeping was one of the 

ambitious programmes the UN uses to control armed conflicts and promote sustainable peace 

across the world (Ghali, 1992).  The Ghana Armed Forces (GAF), since its first deployment in 

Congo in 1960 has remained a consistent participant in UN PKO over the years (Kotia, 2015).  

The Ghana Armed Forces.  Article 210 of the 1992 Constitution of the Republic of 

Ghana establishes and legitimizes the existence of the GAF (Constitution of Ghana, 1992).   

However, the origins of the GAF dates back to the pre-colonial era where ethnic based militias 

were formed for defence of chiefdoms/tribal groups, expansion of kingdoms, as well as offer 
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some protection against slave raiders (Aboagye, 1999).  For example, in some parts of Northern 

Ghana, thick tall men with awful strength in some communities were exempted from physical 

labour.  The aim was to enable them preserve their energy to be able to effectively fight and 

defend the clan or community either against slave raiders or during inter-communal conflicts 

(Oral History, 2017).  A collection of these individuals served as an effective fighting group for 

the community.  Besides, each and every male adult in the community was trained on the use of 

the bow and arrow, the main traditional weapon for combat among the Gurene people of 

Northern Ghana.  As a result, every male was a member of the irregular community militia, 

ready to be called into action at any moment (Oral History, 2017). 

With the onset of the Europeans and their trading companies, the irregular ethnic militias 

were employed for the protection of European trade interests (Aboagye, 1999).   The British, for 

example, in 1821 amalgamated the various militias into a common force called the Royal 

African Colonial Corps of Light Infantry (RACCLI) charged with the primary responsibility of 

ensuring both internal and external security of the Gold Coast protectorate (Aboagye, 1999).  

The RACCLI was later replaced by the Gold Coast Constabulary (GCC) whose nucleus was the 

Glovers Hausas comprising of 350 personnel brought in from Nigeria (Aboagye, 1999).  

The GCC was later re-designated as the Gold Coast Regiment (GCR) and incorporated 

into the Royal West African Frontier Force (RWAFF) (Aboagye, 1999).  The RWAFF was part 

of the 81st and 82nd West African Divisions which comprised other military units from Nigeria, 

Sierra Leone, and The Gambia that took part in the Arakan Campaign in the Burmese Jungles of 

WWII (Aboagye, 1999; Kotia, 2015).  The GAF has its direct origins in the RWAFF whose 

personnel, on return home from WWII greatly helped fast track Ghanaôs drive to achieve 

independence (Aboagye, 1999).  
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The GAF has undergone many changes in its evolutionary journey.  At independence, the 

GAF comprised of only the Army.  Subsequently, the Ghana Navy and  the Air Force were 

established by Acts of Parliament. Presently, the GAF is a tri-service institution comprising the 

Army, Navy, and Air Force (Constitution of Ghana, 1992).  The Ghana Army is made up of 

basically the Infantry battalions and Combat Support units such as Artillery, Recce, Engineers 

and Signals Regiments. There has been recent expansion and reconfiguration of the GAF with 

the establishment of additional Brigades and Special units.   The GAF has been involved in the 

countryôs socio-political landscape, having successfully intervened in politics by overthrowing 

democratic civilian administrations on 3 separate occasions. The GAF is subordinate to civil 

authority; the duly elected President of the Republic of Ghana is the Commander in Chief of the 

GAF (Constitution of Ghana, 1992).  

Roles of the Ghana Armed Forces.  The primary role of the GAF, like any other 

military the world over, is to defend the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Ghana 

(Constitution of Ghana, 1992).  The GAF is also tasked with the execution of secondary duties 

such as providing assistance to civil authority to maintain/restore law and order, assistance to 

national development and conduct of humanitarian operations during disasters and emergencies 

(Constitution of Ghana, 1992).  The GAF is also charged with participation in international 

peacekeeping operations and such other tasks as ordered by the President and Commander in 

Chief of the Armed Forces (Constitution of Ghana, 1992).   

In pursuit of her international obligations therefore, Ghana has played a leading role in 

international peacekeeping operations.  Ghana continues to contribute to the collective security 

mechanisms prescribed by international organizations such as the UN and regional and sub 

regional organizations by deploying the GAF to participate in peacekeeping 
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 operations (Constitution of Ghana, 1992; Kotia, 2015). 

The Ghana Armed Forces in Peacekeeping Operations.  The GAF has taken part in 

many peacekeeping operations.  The GAF were first deployed for peacekeeping duties soon after 

independence to Congo-Kinshasa in 1960 under the UN Operation in Congo (ONUC) (Aboagye, 

1999; Erskine, 1989; Kotia, 2015).  From then on, the GAF has taken part in numerous other 

peacekeeping missions across the world, both under the UN and the Economic Community of 

West African States/African Union (ECOWAS/AU) mandates (Aboagye, 1999; Erskine, 1989; 

Kotia, 2015).  The GAF were among the pioneer forces deployed for enforcement to Liberia in 

1990 under ECOWAS Mandate to stop the carnage by the insurgents, principally the National 

Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) rebels led by Charles Taylor (Aboagye, 1999; Kotia, 2015).  

The ECOWAS operation to Liberia was not only spearheaded by the GAF but was also 

commanded by a Ghanaian General, Arnold Quianoo (Aboagye, 1999; Kotia, 2015).  The GAF 

executed many combat missions and sustained some casualties in Liberia and other PKOs.  

 The GAF have also taken part in other ECOMOG peacekeeping/enforcement operations 

such as the operations in Sierra Leone and Cote dôIvoire (Kotia, 2015) and now the post 

President Yahayah Jammeh stabilization operations in The Gambia.  The GAF has chalked great 

successes in the field of PKOs and Ghana has been lauded by the international community for 

her unwavering support for international peace and security through deploying its troops for 

peacekeeping operations.  Participating in peacekeeping operations thus remains one major way 

by which Ghana, through the GAF fulfils its obligations to the international community.   

Problem Statement  

Considerable research shows peacekeeping operations impacts on the traditional 

understanding of military operations (Ayawine, 2013;  Chiyuki, Cedric, & Ramesh, 2007 ;  
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Dandeker & Gow, 2000;  Higate, 2003; Joint Doctrine, 2011; Koltko-Rivera, Ganey & Mulloy, 

2007; Marina, 2016; Pinar, 2010; Raju, 2014).  There has been an increased complexity in the 

nature of peacekeeping activity over the generations.  Contemporary generation of peacekeeping 

operations is conducted in conjunction with humanitarian organizations and several other civil 

society groups (Bellany, 2011; Guéhenno, 2016; Haidi & Sheeran, 2014; UN, 2016).  

 The complex peace building tasks inherent in contemporary peacekeeping operations 

have led to a corresponding significant increase in the number of organizations and other actors 

involved in full-scale peace related operations.  These organizations include UN specialized 

agencies, international non-governmental organizations (NGO), international financial 

institutions, and multi-national agencies among several other players  (Haidi & Sheeran, 2014; 

Williams, & Stuart 2010).  Consequently, apart from the military which had hitherto been the 

main actor in peacekeeping operations, the present environment is cluttered with many other 

actors with diverse motives and interests (Kenkel, 2013). 

 The U.S. experience in Vietnam, and that of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republiks 

(USSR) in Afghanistan, has provided armed forces the world over with a historical lesson that 

military missions have to match up with political objectives.  If there is a disconnect between the 

two groups, it is nearly impossible for military operations to be successful.  The fusion of 

soldiering with civil activities in peacekeeping operations, often under volatile conditions with 

possibilities of combat, presents some challenges to military operations (Chesterman, 2005; 

Curran & Holtom,  2015).  The rise of international law, human rights, gender related issues as 

well as a host of other variables present in the peacekeeping theatre impact on the psyche of 

military component in these operational theatres. 

Peacekeeping operations undertaken by the UN are guided by some key principles.  
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Individual members of a peacekeeping force or a whole national contingent can be penalised for 

violations of any of these principles. The guiding principles for PKOs include impartiality of the 

peacekeeping force, consent of the parties to the conflict for the deployment of the peacekeeping 

force, and the non-use of force by the peacekeepers except in self-defence (Findlay, 2002).  One 

of the issues this research will address is whether working under conditions where soldiers can 

be penalized in peacekeeping operations will retard their response to orders in war time 

conditions.  

There are also strict constraints on the use of force by military peacekeepers (Findlay, 

2002; UN, 2016).  The use of force in UN settings must, ideally, follow a graduated sequence, 

should be commensurate to the prevailing threat, and must be justifiable.  These constraints on 

the use of force on the military and the penalties therein when an individual soldier, or sub-unit 

of a participating contingent is found culpable of an inappropriate use of force impacts on 

military personnelsô operational psychology.  The former UN Secretary-General Dag 

Hammarskjöld thus aptly admitted the inherently confusing nature of UN peacekeeping in 

relation to military peacekeepers by stating that peacekeeping is not a job for soldiers, but only 

soldiers can do it (Lewis, 1992).  

This Hammarskjºldôs famous statement implies that a typical soldier is not naturally a 

good peacekeeper, and peacekeeping conflicts with military operations.  The military though has 

incomparable abilities and skills to execute some of the most difficult tasks in violent conflicts, 

peacekeeping operations nonetheless present soldiers with significant challenges that often lead 

to serious psychological and operational distress (Raju, 2014).  Malan (1998) subtly confirms 

this assertion by emphasizing that international peacekeeping is in a fix in terms of finance, 

doctrine, co-ordination, and quality troop contribution. 
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 Peacekeeping operations require impartiality, sensitivity and empathy; ideals which may 

be the very opposite of the conventional activities of soldiering such as aggression.  Fetherston 

(1995), and Hadi and Scott (2014) note that there is no switch inside a óblue helmetô ï the 

insignia for UN peacekeepers - that automatically turns a soldier trained for war fighting into one 

prepared to work non-violently with cultural sensitivity in highly militarized environments as 

pertains under UN peacekeeping settings. 

Militaries in PKOs thus go through some level of demilitarization due to the operational 

environment.  Soldiers in peacekeeping operations are required to engage in more diplomatic, 

goal-oriented tasks than combat (Pinar, 2006).  Although war-fighting soldiers can also be good 

peacekeepers, Segal and Segal (1993) emphasizes that the fitting role behavior of a traditional 

soldier is incongruent with what is termed and promoted as an appropriate behavior for 

peacekeeping troops. Militaries that are engaged in high intensity combat missions therefore tend 

to see PKO as diversions from their core ethos which is combat (Joint Doctrine, 2011; Segal & 

Eyre, 1996). The US military therefore, regards UN PKOs as Operations Other Than War 

(OOTW) which it deems as distractions from its primary task - fighting and winning Americaôs 

wars (Segal & Eyre, 1996).  

Great military thinkers and strategist throughout the eras have all echoed on the art of 

defeating the óenemyô as been the cornerstone of military craft (Sun Tzu, 1990; Clausewitz, 

1984). War fighting thus remains at the core of military beliefs, values, and symbols that inform 

an ideal concept or type of soldier and underscores military culture in the majority of armed 

forces across the world (Clausewitz, 1984; US, 1999).  Cheeseman (1995) therefore concludes  

that if over-emphasized, peacekeeping risks detracting from a nationôs own defense needs.  

An analysis of the existing literature on peacekeeping operations however, has tended to  
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focus either on problem solving strategies and dealing with the challenges of operations, or on 

the evolution of peacekeeping as a concept (Guéhenno & Sherman, 2009; Ingesson, 2016; 

Kenkel, 2013).  Many other studies deal largely with the evolution of PKO (Kenkel, 2013). 

There is also an extensive literature on emergent social concepts associated with current peace 

operations such as Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (SEA), Gender related issues, political 

reorganization, civic education and governance related matters (Ingesson, 2016).  

 Whitworth (2004) therefore notes that ñpeacekeeping research throughout the 1990ôs 

focused on short-term operational responses, and as a result has overlooked ólarger critical 

questions that could be posedò (p. 24).  Paris (2000) also argues that the literature on 

peacekeeping is too limited in the scope of its enquiry and devotes too much attention to policy 

relevance.   Yet the very key component and principal actor in UN peacekeeping theatre ï the 

military - has largely been untouched. The deficit in the available literature is even very much 

pronounced in Ghana where there is no single study that has examined the relationship between 

participating in UNPKO and the associated impact on the military. 

Demand for UN peacekeeping as a tool for maintaining international peace and security 

continues to rise.  Since 1948 when the first UN peacekeeping mission was deployed to August 

2017, a total of 71 peacekeeping missions had been conducted by the UN (UN, 2017).  The 

number of peacekeepers in December 2005 was 69,838, in December 2007 was 84,309 and in 

April 2010 was 101,882 deployed across the world (UN, 2017).  Currently, the UN is 

undertaking 15 peacekeeping missions involving 110,481 personnel, out of whom 82,627 are  

military personnel (UN, 2017).  A growing number of these deployments take place in complex  

environments that presents numerous challenges especially to the military component.  

The GAF has been a regular participant in UN PKOs.  Few countries can boast of  
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Ghana's consistent and steadfast willingness to answer the call to contribute troops to 

international peacekeeping operations.  As of February 2010, Ghana was the third country in 

Africa and the seventh in the world in terms of contributing troops to UN PKO (UN, 2010). As 

of 2014, Ghana was the 14th highest contributor of troops to UN peace operations world-wide 

(Kotia, 2015).  Ghana is presently the 9th highest contributor of uniformed personnel to UN 

PKOs out of a global index of 124 countries that contribute troops to UN missions (UN, 2017)  

Personnel of the GAF have also taken part in some missions only as observers and/or 

staff officers.  The GAF are currently involved in four PKO as formed troops or units and 4 

observer/staff missions.   Missions that Ghana has contributed formed troops have often also 

included personnel who serve as observers and/or staff officers.  Over the period, the GAF has 

produced very distinguished commanders and personalities in the field of peacekeeping 

operations.  

Apart from ECOMOG operations in Liberia and Sierra Leone, the GAF Forces have not 

fought in any major campaign since the exploits of its forebears in World War II.  On the 

contrary, the GAF has been involved in numerous peacekeeping missions; peacekeeping is thus 

presently regarded as one of the major activities of military significance undertaken by the GAF 

(Kotia, 2015).  

Traditional military cultures are not tailored for peacekeeping operations (Chiyuki, 

Cedric, & Thakur, 2007; Joint Doctrine, 2011).  Militaries across the world are principally 

trained for combat missions against an identified enemy but not to act as neutral spectators 

as pertains under peacekeeping theatres (Walter, 2011).  United Nations peacekeeping operations  

however, primarily differ from combat missions because UN operations rely on the trinity of 

consent, impartiality and the minimum use of force.  Nonetheless, peacekeeping operations entail 
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dangerous assignments, requires skill, tact, courage, combat capability as well as a wide range of 

tasks.  There may thus be a myth about peacekeeping not been real soldiering (Walter, 2011).  

While the economic and other aspects of conflict and war have been studied in some 

detail (Chiyuki, Cedric & Thakur, 2007), the impact of UN peacekeeping operations on military 

combat and orientation or disposition has not been the focus of much inquiry.  Though there is 

some appreciable amount of literature on Ghanaôs participation in international peacekeeping 

operations, the available literature focuses among others, on the history, the practices, the 

experiences and the economic benefits troops and the country derive from participating in such 

missions (Aboagye, 1999; Birikorang, 2017; Erskine, 1989; Kotia, 2015).   

Consequently, a survey of the existing literature on the GAF in peacekeeping operations 

shows no in-depth research on how deployment on UN peacekeeping operations impacts on the 

combat disposition of the military.  In view of this, the problem of this study is to examine the 

impact of UN peacekeeping operations on the combat disposition of the GAF.  

Purpose of Research  

   The purpose of this qualitative research was to fill an important gap in the existing 

literature by linking UN PKO theory and practice to military doctrine and traditional concept of 

operations for all militaries.  This stems from the fact that  participating militaries from across 

the world have had to adapt to changing circumstance in the UN peacekeeping arena over the 

years and the peacekeeping field has led to a shift in some level of orientation in participating 

militaries.  

The intent of this qualitative research was to clearly establish how participation in PKOs  

affects the combat readiness of the GAF.  The objective was by exploring the experiences of 

soldiers, it would enable for a deeper understanding of PKOs to be made especially how the 
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constraints placed on the military impact on personnelôs disposition for combat operations. 

Significance of the Study  

The significance of this research is relevant to many fields.  The study, first, is of great 

significance to the UN, regional, sub-regional and other international organizations engaged in 

the field of peace operations.  These many multi-faceted international organizations at all levels 

ï regional, sub-regional and global ï provided data to assess the hidden and unexplored areas 

that PKO impact upon.  The study produced information that would unearth how peacekeeping 

policies, rules and regulations impact on participating militaries.  

The dynamics of peacekeeping operations especially the relationship between the military 

component and the civil component in the operations theatre would also be highlighted.  This 

would provide a framework to facilitate an evaluation of some of the policies to enable better 

approaches to be adopted by the UN and other multi-national organizations involved in the 

business of peacekeeping operations. The research thus provided required data and information 

to effect reforms in areas such as the rules of engagement for peacekeepers, the role of the 

military in PKOs, and the training requirements for insertion into a peacekeeping theatre among 

other pertinent areas. 

      Secondly, the study is significant to the field of international relations and diplomacy. 

Milit aries the world over is not only a tool for national defence and prestige, but also serves as 

major assets for international relations and diplomacy of their respective national governments.  

The military plays multi-faceted roles to promote and project the interest and image of a country.  

Countries therefore factor in a lot of considerations before taking the decision to either deploy 

their military to a given conflict zone or otherwise.  Aside the humanitarian considerations, 

national interest motives thus remain a key driving factor that countries consider in the decision 
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to deploy their military for peacekeeping operations.  This study would uncover the dynamics of 

international relations especially within the wider frameworks of the realist paradigms.  The 

study would therefore further open new horizons in the field of defence vis-a-vis the dynamics of 

international politics.  

The study would also be of direct benefit to Ghana. The military of every nation-stateôs 

core responsibility is to defend its territorial interest and sovereignty.  Realist theorists confirm 

the status of nation-states as the sole custodians of military force having the prerogative to the 

use of legitimate force (Morgenthau, 1978).  Accordingly, Article 210 of the Constitution of 

Ghana charges the Armed Forces with the responsibility to protect and defend Ghana 

(Constitution of Ghana, 1992).  The size of the Armed Forces is regarded a secret information 

that is only provided on óneed to know basisô.  States are also considered as the main actors in 

the international system (Morgenthau, 1978).  The study will identify the key challenges arising 

from the deployment of the GAF on UN peacekeeping operations, the associated risks or threats 

therein and proffer solutions to help address them accordingly.  The study will enable policy 

makers at the strategic level to properly assess the defence needs of the country.  

The GAF have served as the beacon of stability in a sub-region bedevilled by civil wars, 

insurrections, insurgencies and instability.  In an era characterized by acts and threats of 

terrorism, every military must not only be well equipped, but must be well conditioned for 

combat and counter-insurgency operations at all levels.  The study would provide useful data to 

decision makers to take remedial measures to ameliorate any negative impact arising from 

peacekeeping operations in order to ensure that the GAF does not lose track of its core mandate 

to the state but remains a potent fighting force.  

 Adaptation of the military ethos to peacekeeping operations requires some degree of  
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organizational changes; a transformation in the structure, behavior, and attitudes in the armed 

forces contributing troops to UN peacekeeping missions.  The study would add to an increased 

understanding of how peacekeeping operations and conflict resolution contribute to shape 

military training to assist military peacekeepers appreciate and improve upon their capacities. 

The study will therefore be significant to the GAF and other militaries that send personnel to UN 

PKO to assess the psychological impact of the operations on personnel and effectively evaluate 

the disposition of personnel for possible n combat missions.  

The concept and conduct of the military in Operations Other Than War (OOTW) is a 

relatively emergent theme.  This study would contribute to develop the knowledge required for 

effective peacekeeping as well as combat operations.  Effective training is a pre-requisite to 

enable troops perform satisfactorily in a peacekeeping theatre.  Relevant information could be 

sourced from the study and developed into a training package for personnel embarking on 

peacekeeping missions. 

The study would open up new grounds for researchers to conduct further studies on the 

wider paradigms of UN peace operations, international relations and diplomacy as well as in the 

field of conflict resolution.  This dissertation therefore provides a baseline theory from which 

further studies can be done on the dynamics of the military in peace operations. 

Research Design 

The research design was driven by the research questions and the evidence needed 

to answer those questions (Creswell, 2009).  The phenomenological approach of the qualitative 

methodology was used for the study.  , A phenomenological study describes the meaning for 

several individuals of their lived experiences of a concept or a phenomenon (Creswell, 2007).   

The Phenomenological study described what all participants have in common as they experience  
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the phenomenon of PKOs, 

As a lived phenomenon, the qualitative research design was selected because it best 

provided the means to through in-depth interviews, get a deeper understanding of the 

perspectives of soldiers to the phenomenon.  The purpose of the qualitative research design was 

to ensure that the evidence obtained enabled the answers to be provided to the initial question 

clearly.  Creswell (2007) notes that ñone of the chief reasons for conducting a qualitative study is 

that the study is exploratoryò (p. 30).  This research is an exploratory one that seeks to establish 

the dynamics of UN PKO and its impact on the combat disposition of participating militaries and 

this made the qualitative approach most appropriate for the study.   

The qualitative paradigm was also considered appropriate for the study because a 

researcherôs own training and experiences could also influence their choice of approach 

(Creswell, 2009).  The researcher in this case is a serving officer of the GAF with a considerable 

experience in UN PKO, the chosen area of the research.  As a result, all prior knowledge on the 

phenomenon under study was identified and bracketed in order to deal with any influences of 

potential biases intruding into the research.  The study sought to assess óhowô UN peacekeeping 

operations affect the combat disposition of the GAF.  Kumar (2005), Slevitch (2011), Patton 

(2002), and Sun (2009) all assert that the qualitative mode of study is considered the most 

appropriate approach for addressing óhowô questions of research. 

The qualitative methodology helped create openness by encouraging the sample to 

expand on their responses about PKO, simulate their individual experiences and enable a detailed 

picture of the situation to be created.  The qualitative approach further enabled the researcher to 

leverage the unique individual officersô lived-experiences of UN PKO more than the mere 

statistical aggregates to set questions that a quantitative study would have entailed.  The focus on 
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the unique experiences of individual officersô experience offered an in-depth description of the 

military in PKO.  

The qualitative research made use of both primary and secondary sources of data. 

Secondary data was used to set the theoretical foundation for the study.  Secondary data was 

accessed from relevant published books, journals, military records/returns on PKO, and peer 

reviewed research work on the subject area.  Primary data was collected by means of face-to-face 

in depth interviews. The qualitative approach to the study thus provided depth and detail to the 

research. Through this, an in-depth description of the military and UN PKOs which is the 

phenomenon under study will be made. 

The quality of respondents is an essential ingredient in a qualitative research (Creswell, 

2009).  The sample for the research must therefore meet a stringent criterion for selection to 

enable the researcher get the desired in depth information from them.  Criterion and purposeful 

sampling was used to select participants for the study.  The study population for primary data 

was Commissioned Officers and Senior Warrant Officers (SWO) of the GAF.   

Different criteria were used in sampling officers and the SWOs. Officersô sampling 

strategy included that each officer met all of the following criteria: 

(a)  Must be a member of the regular GAF. 

(b)  Must have Presidential Commission. 

(c)  Must be in active service.  

(d)  Must have served up to a minimum of 20 years. 

(e)  Must have completed the Senior Command and Staff Course. 

(f)  Must have taken part in at least 3 UN peacekeeping operations.  

(g) Must have held a key Command/Staff appointment either in a peacekeeping theatre or  
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in a related field in home establishment. 

The following were the sampling criteria for the SWOs. Each SWO:  

(a)  Must be a member of the regular GAF. 

(b)  Must be in active service. 

(c)  Must have done up to 20 years in service. 

(d)  Must have taken part in at least 3 PKO. 

(e)  Must have done the Advanced Non-Tactical Course. 

(f)  Must have done the advance Drill and Duties Course. 

(g)  Must have been a Battalion Sergeant Major or Company Sergeant Major in a PKO. 

Commissioned officers were deemed most suitable for the research because they are 

better educated and much more exposed to contemporary global trends.  Officers also have a 

deeper understanding of the importance of military doctrine and ethos.  Besides, the officer corps 

in every military is the heartbeat of the military and whatever affects officers transcends to all the 

rank and file.  The spirit of every military thus largely depends on the quality of its officer corps; 

when the officers are good then there is a good military across board and vice versa. A unit takes 

the shape of its officers; they reflect the spirit of a unit.  

Officers constitute the command group of the military and are responsible for developing 

all the tactical plans for combat and other operations and are therefore required to óthinkô for the 

Men1.  In this wise, the venerable Allied hero of WWII, Field Marshall Slim (1950) in his 

landmark military treatise ñDefeat into Victoryò admonishes officers to ñknow their men better 

than their mothers doò (p. 12).  The officer corps is the epitome of the military profession and  

thus offered better assessment the impact PKO exert on the military to inform valid findings. 

 
1 Men in this context means non-commissioned officers of both sexes. 
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The SWOs on the other hand are traditionally regarded as the custodians of the customs 

and traditions of the Armed Forces.  They are responsible for parades, ceremonies and other 

aspects of regimental life.  The SWOs serve as guardians and mentors to the non-commissioned 

officers otherwise known as Other ranks (ORs).  Due to their considerable experience, they are 

the link or intermediary between the commissioned officer corps and the OR and help in 

preparing the junior ranks for operations.  The SWOs are thus an invaluable asset to 

commissioned officers in exercising command and control in Units.  

The following key appointment holders who are all Subject Matter Experts (SME) in 

PKO at General Headquarters GHQ and Service HQs were purposively sampled: 

(a)  Director General, International Peace Support Operations (IPSO). 

(b)  Director Army Peacekeeping Operations (DAPKOP). 

(c)  Director Naval Administration (DNA). 

(d)  Director Air Force Peace Support Operations (DAFPSO).  

Aside these specific key appointment holders who are all Subject Matter Experts (SME) 

on PKO, the Commanding Officers (CO) and Regimental Sergeant Major (RSM) of the Ghana 

Battalion in the UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS GHANBATT) were also purposively 

sampled.  UNMISS operates under a UN Chapter VII  mandate and therefore, the possibility of 

troops being launched into combat operations remained a constant possibility.  The CO UNMISS 

GHANBATT was particularly selected because UNMISS is arguably the most volatile UN PKO 

at the moment.   

The UNMISS theatre  was characterized by daily incidents of crime and combat between 

the opposing forces, principally between the government forces, the Sudan Peopleôs Liberation 

Army (SPLA) and its arch rival, the Sudan Peopleôs Liberation Army in Opposition (SPLA-iO) 
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led by the former First Vice President Dr Riek Machar currently in exile in South Africa.  It was 

also convenient to the researcher who was serving with UNMISS as a Military Expert on 

Mission and therefore very well aware of all the dynamics in the mission.   

The sample comprised 9 respondents who were interviewed for primary duty.  This 

sample size was informed by the fact that qualitative researchers often work at great depths with 

a relatively small number of participants.  Creswell (2007) and Giorgi (2003) both recommend 

studying a sample of 3 to 10 subjects but nonetheless, emphasis would be placed on reaching 

saturation of viewpoints than on sheer numbers hence a sample size of 9 respondents was 

considered ideal for the qualitative research.   

The qualitative research design however has some disadvantages.  The major constraint 

of this design is the fact that it is less easy to generalize the results across the entire population 

studied (Creswell, 2007).  It is also difficult to make systematic comparisons of the respondents 

when they give widely differing responses that are highly subjective (Creswell, 2007).  This 

challenge was considered inconsequential to the study because the study was not interested in 

building up aggregates or quantifying issues but on the unique individual experiences of military 

personnel of the GAF.  

Research Questions  

 The research questions for the study served as the driving force in the research process 

to obtain the necessary answers in order to provide detail to the issues under discussion.  The  

research questions from the researcher to the participants focused on enabling an understanding 

to be built on the individual experiences of the peacekeepers (Creswell, 2007).  The structural 

process of peacekeeping requires some degree of change in the existing social definitions of the 

military (Bellany, 2010).  Changes take place at manifold levels of the militaryôs social and 
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organizational structure.  As a result, to understand the impact of deployments on peacekeeping 

on individual personnel, the researcher needs to examine the societal concept of the military and 

the role of the soldier in modern nation-states.  

Marshal and Rossman (2006) outline research questions into four types: exploratory in 

order to investigate a phenomenon little understood, explanatory to explain patterns related to 

phenomenon, descriptive to describe the phenomenon and emancipatory to engage in social 

action about the phenomenon.  Creswell (2007) also provides some guidelines on the formulation 

of qualitative research questions.  The questions must be open-ended, evolving, non-directional 

and should start with words such as "how" or "whyò and are fewer in number (Creswell, 2007). 

Arising from the above considerations, the following were the key qualitative research questions 

for the study: 

R1. How does participating in UN peacekeeping operations impact on the combat 

disposition of the GAF?  

R2. How does the environment in contemporary UN PKOs affect the militaryôs ability 

to align military combat missions with evolving political objectives? 

R3.  How does UN PKOs affect the psychological orientation of military personnel?  

Assumptions, Delimitations and Limitations 

 The research was guided by some assumptions and limitations.  These assumptions and 

limitations set the necessary parameters for the study. 

Assumptions.  The qualitative research was conducted based on some assumption.  The 

methodological assumptions, theoretical assumptions, topic-specific assumptions, and 

assumptions about instruments guided the study.     

Researching in an organization such as the military also comes along with its own set of  
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assumptions.  The methodological assumption was based on the fact that the participants would  

answer all questions during the in-depth interviews with complete honesty and with minimal 

interruptions.  The study also assumed that the officers and SNCOs sampled for the interviews 

were under normal conditions but not stressed for time within their environment.   

The topic specific assumption and assumptions about instruments revolved around the 

challenge of the researcher as the instrument for qualitative data collection.  The researcher is the 

instrument for data collection in the qualitative research. The military is a security conscious 

organization that monitors everything within its purview; the military is a very sensitive 

institution, devoted to national security and defense.  The military therefore may view the 

research process as intrusive into its activities.  The Armed Forces may as a result view the 

researcher and the research process with some suspicion. This trend could create a murky 

situation for the researcher as access to official data, records or information could be a challenge.   

A topic specific assumption was that superior command would not put in any constraints 

or impediments to hinder the research process especially with regards to the interviews with the 

participants.   A prior detailed understanding of this enabled the researcher, the instrument for 

the primary data collection, to do a greater degree of preparation for the research by first writing 

to secure the necessary permit to conduct the research from the appropriate military 

headquarters. In view of this, it was assumed that the interviews were not either be overtly or 

covertly monitored.  It was also assumed that there would not be restrictions on the nature of 

questions that the researcher could pose to the participants during the interview sessions, though 

the participants reserved the right to refuse providing answers to every question as they deemed 

fit.  

Delimitations.  Delimitations were set to narrow the boundaries set forth by the  
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researcher which provided parameters for the study (Creswell, 2003).  The contemporary trends 

of UN PKO are multi-dimensional and integrated.  The peacekeeping field is littered with a 

multitude of actors and interest groups, each with their separate objectives, though with a 

common unifying purpose, the end state been to achieve sustainable peace for a country at war.  

The huge avalanche of actors and interest groups in the peacekeeping field was delimited to 

exploring the impact of these operations only on participating militaries.   

Discipline is a key tenet of the military profession and as such, every military takes 

proactive measures to ensure that discipline is upheld at all times.  In view of this, questions and 

comments to the participants were selectively crafted and delimited to the relevant areas of the 

research.  This enabled for the necessary information to be elicited from the sample without 

intruding into the key issues of military secrets, discipline, defense or national security.  

The research was also delimited to Chapter VI PKO which are UN-led missions; that is, 

authorized and under UN command and control.  The military component in peacekeeping 

operations normally comprises Military Advisors, Observers/Liaison Officers, Staff Officers 

and/or Formed Troops.  This research was however delimited to Formed Troops.  This is because 

among the entire military component, formed troops are those charged with protecting the whole 

mission and are empowered with the means to employ appropriate force when required in pursuit 

of a missionôs mandate.  The formed troops that have the necessary weapons and logistics and 

therefore, are positioned to be employed for combat operations depending on the level of threat.  

In this perspective, the Infantry Battalion is the backbone of United Nations peacekeeping; 

braving danger, helping suffering civilians and restoring stability across war-torn societies (Ban 

Ki -moon, 2012). 

There has been an emergent trend to replace the use of ópeacekeepingô for peace  
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operations.  Nonetheless, the UN office responsible for managing the operations remains  

Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO).   The researcher also delimited the use of 

ópeacekeepingô to within the context of the militaryôs role.  This delimitation was informed by 

the fact that the role of the military in the operations theatre is basically to keep the peace; that is 

to protect UN staff and civilians and/or prevent violations of the ceasefire. 

 The military deploy to ókeep the peaceô among the warring parties to enable or create the 

appropriate atmosphere for the other peace activities to be undertaken by the civil component of 

the mission.  The militaries core job within the sphere of UN peace operations thus remains 

ópeacekeepingô which entails keeping the peace by halting combat between opposing forces and 

providing the necessary protection to civilians and other actors and agencies involved in the 

theatre to execute the associated peace operations roles to achieve and consolidate sustainable 

peace.  

Limitations .  A number of strengths have been brought to the research by the author, in 

particular his familiarity and experience in UN peacekeeping operations.   Nonetheless, in all 

research projects there are some inevitable obstacles and limitations.  There were therefore some 

limitations to the research.  These limitations are the weaknesses of the study that were beyond 

the researcher's control (Creswell, 2003).  These limitations impacted upon the interpretation of 

the findings from the research.  

The first limitation to the study was the possible biases of the respondents.  The entire 

sample for the study were officers and Men who have all greatly benefited from participating in 

UN peacekeeping operations, and as such, may have some personal biases in their responses.  In 

effect, the interview process had challenges pertaining to honesty in responses.  Military officers 

the world over, especially officers of the GAF however are required to be individuals with high 
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levels of integrity and this limitation was therefore not considered a major constraint to the 

research. 

The researcher had paid detailed consideration to the potential difficulties in accessing 

the required data for the study; yet still acquiring the relevant documents on military operations 

was a major limitation.  Every military document has some level of security classification and 

depending on the level of classification or grading, such documents may not be given out to 

persons not authorized to read it.  The disclosure of information is also restricted in equal 

measure; information is given out on only a óneed to know basesô.  This was a limiting factor in 

accessing some key information and documents relevant to the research. 

Another limitation to the study was in the generalizability of the research.  The study 

used a specific population of the GAF - officers and SWO.  This means that the views and 

opinions of junior ranks were not captured in the study.  The study was thus limited to the 

qualitative experiences of the selected few officers of the GAF.   As such, recommendations 

made are within the confines of the individual experiences of the sample and therefore cannot be 

generalized as reflecting the views or opinions of the entire GAF.  This served as a limitation to 

the generalizability of the research findings.  

Operational Definitions 

Peacekeeping operations are rarely limited to one type of activity, but are conducted 

within the boundaries of different operations such as conflict prevention, peacemaking, peace-

building, and enforcement operations (Bellany, 2010).   

Peace building.  Peace building is defined as a broad range of measures implemented in 

the context of emerging, current or post-conflict situations which are explicitly guided and 

motivated by a primary commitment to the prevention of violent conflict and the promotion of a 
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lasting and sustainable peace (OECD, 2005).   Boutros-Ghali (1992) also emphasizes that peace 

building includes actions to identify and support structures which will tend to strengthen and 

solidify peace in order to avoid a relapse into conflict such as reintegrating former combatants 

into civil society, strengthening the rule of law, providing technical support for democratic 

development, promoting respect for human rights, gender education, child protection among a 

host of other activities.  

Conflict prevention.  Conflict prevention addresses the structural sources of the conflict 

in order to build a solid foundation for peace and security (Ghali, 1992).  Conflict prevention 

generally involves the application of diplomatic initiatives or measures to reinforce or to keep 

either intra-state or inter-state tensions from escalating into armed conflict.  Conflict prevention 

also seeks to limit the spread of an existing dispute.  Conflict prevention is built on structured 

measures such as early warning, information gathering, negotiation, mediation, and conciliation 

among other measures.  

Peace making.   Peacemaking is measures taken to address conflicts which are in 

progress, in order to bring them to a peaceful halt.  Peacemaking usually adopts subtle action or 

mediation to bring the hostile parties to a negotiated agreement (Brahimi, 2000; Ghalli, 1992).  

Model of force agreement.  The Model of Force Agreement (MOFA) is a contract 

between the UN and the troop contributing country (TCC).  It deals with the contributing 

countryôs responsibilities vis-à-vis the UN such as the size, type and duration of the contingents 

to be used, equipment, liability, claim and compensation, administrative and budgetary matters 

(UN, 2017).  

Status of force/mission agreement.  SOFA/SOMA is between the UN and the host 

country that regulates the status of the peacekeeping force vis-à-vis the host country, such as 
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issues pertaining to jurisdiction, taxation, status of UN personnel, freedom of movement, and use  

of facilities in the host country.  The Status of Forces/Missions Agreements (SOFA/SOMA) 

concerns the modus operandi of the Force/Mission (UN, 2017). 

Formed troops.  Troops of a Company or Battalion size or equivalent serving as Unit, 

under command of a Commanding Officer or equivalent deployed to a peacekeeping theatre. 

Preventive deployment.  Preventive deployment entails deploying troops in an area of 

potential conflict rather than of actual conflict in order to pre-empt it erupting into open  

confrontation (Brahimi, 2000; Ghalli, 1992).  A peace plan or formal ceasefire might not yet be 

formally in place though there may be consent to the deployment of the peacekeepers.   

Peace enforcement.  Peace enforcement is Chapter VII operations which involve the 

application - with the authorization of the Security Council - of a range of coercive measures, 

including the use of military force.  Such actions are authorized to restore international peace and 

security in situations where the Security Council has determined the existence of a threat to the 

peace, breach of the peace or act of aggression.  The Security Council may utilize, where 

appropriate, regional organizations and agencies for enforcement action under its authority (UN 

DPKO, 2009).  

Rules of engagement.  These are orders or instructions specifying the conditions under 

which force can be used and the proportion of force to use under each condition in the conduct of 

a mission.  They represent an accommodation between the political purpose of the peacekeeping 

deployment, and the legal constraints of the missionôs military component (Findlay, 2002; 

UNMISS, 2014). 

  Dry lease.  This is a Contingent-Owned Equipment (COE) reimbursement system where 

the TCC provides equipment to the mission and the UN assumes responsibility for maintenance 
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or arranges with a third party for the maintenance of the equipment.  The troop/police 

contributing country is then reimbursed by the UN for the use of the equipment by the UN (COE, 

2008).  

 Wet lease.  This is a Contingent Owned Equipment reimbursement system where the 

TCC country provides and assumes responsibility for maintaining and supporting deployed 

major equipment, together with the associated minor equipment.  The country is then reimbursed 

by the UN at the appropriate rate for providing this support (COE, 2008).  

Summary 

This chapter gave a background to the research process.  The role and importance of the 

military as a major tool for resolving international armed conflicts was examined.  The 

background established the fact that there are many constraining influences on a military 

deployed on UN peacekeeping operations.  These challenges stem from the constraints imposed 

by the rules of engagement, the multiplicity of actors with varied interest as well as the multi-

faceted nature of these operations.  The operational environment of contemporary UN PKOs 

challenges the traditional understanding of soldiering by effectively reducing soldiers to policing 

roles and third party neutral observers in conflict zones.  This may impact on the traditional 

concept and practise of military operations which is premised on the principle of combat against 

a clearly identified threat or enemy in order to force the enemy to capitulate.   

The GAF has taken part in many UN PKOs over the period.  Deployment on these 

operations may have impacted on the GAF, either positively or negatively.  The background 

information however showed no detailed study has been done on the impact of UN multi-

dimensional, integrated peacekeeping operations on the combat disposition of the GAF.  

The purpose of the research was to appraise the impact of UN PKOs on the combat  
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disposition of the GAF.  The qualitative research paradigm was used for the study in order to 

enable for an in-depth understanding of individual officersô experience of PKO to be elicited and 

described in order to build a vivid picture of the phenomenon.  Senior Officers considered 

subject matter experts as well as Senior Warrant Officers were sampled for in depth interviews in 

order to derive primary data.  This research was considered relevant for the practise of 

international relations and diplomacy, international organizations involved in PKO, the GAF and 

all participating militaries in UN peacekeeping operations. 
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Chapter 2:  Literature Review 

This chapter consist of 3 major parts. In the first part, the philosophical assumptions that 

informed and guided this study are examined.  The second part discusses the various theoretical 

foundations ï the realist theory (Morgenthau, 1976; Mearsheimer, 2001; Schmidt 2005), systems 

theory (Waltz, 1959), cosmopolitan theory (Woodhouse & Ramsbotham, 1996)  and the military 

theory (Høiback 2012; Vego, 2011)ï are examined.  In the third part, a review and critique of 

available literature in the field of peacekeeping operations is done in order to set the study within 

context and inform its findings. 

Research Paradigm Assumptions 

The first challenge to the use of qualitative research is in relation to qualitative researchôs 

different perception of truth and reality (Guba & Lincoln, 1994; Slevitch, 2011).  Slevitch (2011) 

confirms that the ultimate difference between quantitative and qualitative approaches lie in the 

logic of justification in their conceptions of truth (epistemology) and reality (ontology).  The 

constructivist-interpretative paradigm assumes relativist ontology; that is, many possible realities 

and a subjectivist epistemology which is that understandings are co-constructed by the researcher 

and research participant and is naturalistic (Denzin & Lincoln, 2013).  A constructivist approach 

aspires to discover and describe the unique nature of those being investigated (Briodo & 

Manninig, 2002).   

This research, using the phenomenological approach of the qualitative methodology 

sought to garner the unique experiences of individual officers of the GAF with regards to their 

appreciation of the nexus between UN PKO and its impact on participating militaries combat 

disposition. This was guided by some philosophical assumptions.  Denzin and Lincoln (2011) 

outlined the philosophical assumptions for qualitative study as ontology, epistemology, 
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axiology, and methodology.  To this list, Creswell (2007) adds rhetorical.  These are the guiding 

philosophy behind qualitative research otherwise called paradigms (Lincoln, Lynham, & Guba, 

2011; Mertens, 2010), philosophical assumptions, epistemologies, and ontologies (Crotty, 1998), 

research methodologies (Neuman, 2000); and alternative knowledge claims (Creswell, 2009).  

Ontology.  The ontological assumption to the study was on the respective perceptions of 

reality as espoused by the participants.  Ontology deals about the nature of reality; it is a system 

of belief that reflects an interpretation of an individual about what constitutes a fact (Creswell, 

2007; Denzin & Lincoln, 2011).  This mode of qualitative research embraces the idea of multiple 

realities than a single source of reality.  This stems from the fact that reality depends on oneôs 

mental structure and activity (Guba & Lincoln, 1994) and as such there is no single reality but 

multiple realities based on the individualôs interpretation of reality (Creswell, 2009).  Under 

ontology, truth is a matter of credibility; that is, the extent that an inquirerôs statements 

correspond to how people interpret or construct their realities.  

This research was conducted with the intent of reporting these multiple realities of the 

respondents.  This research examined the individual views or perspectives of the officers 

sampled for the study and their multiple realities of the phenomenon.  The way the individuals 

participating in the study view their experiences of UN PKO differently is adequately captured in 

the report.  This has been captured in their narrations by use of multiple quotes based on the 

actual words of different individuals and presenting different perspectives from individuals.  

Epistemology.  The epistemological assumption relates to what counts as knowledge and 

how knowledge claims are justified (Creswell, 2007).  Within this context, conducting a 

qualitative study means the researcher must endeavour to get as close as possible to the 

participants being studied (Creswell, 2007).  Therefore, subjective evidence is assembled based 
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on individual views and thus knowledge is known through the subjective experiences of people 

(Denzil & Lincohl, 2011).  This was achieved by the researcher conducting the studies in the 

locations where the participants live and work.  The researcher in this study was an active 

participant in the phenomenon under consideration and this enables for an in depth appreciation 

to be made of the participants submissions. 

The epistemology in this qualitative research is constructivism.  This epistemological 

approach emphasizes that different people construct meaning in their own, individual separate 

ways though they might be experiencing the same event (Crotty, 1998).  This assumption formed 

the basis of this study as meaning is constructed by each and every human being as they engage 

with the world they are interpreting.  As such, this research was conducted on the premise that 

knowledge is constructed rather than discovered (Crotty, 1998).  This informed the researcherôs 

use of open-ended questions to enable participants describe their experiences.  

Axiology.  The primary axiology philosophical assumption for the study underlined 

values that the researcher brought into the research (Creswell, 2016).  When undertaking this 

research project, it was important to show awareness of the assumptions, biases, truths and 

knowledge that the researcher brought to bear on the research.  By carefully examining all 

preconceived biases and notions, the researcher minimized the effect of personal values onto the 

research.  The researcher did a prior self-introspection, bracketed and eliminated all sources of 

personal biases from having a bearing on the research. 

Methodology.  The Methodological assumption was the phenomenological approach to 

qualitative research (Creswell 2003).  The constructivist-interpretative paradigm which assumes 

relativist ontology, a subjectivist epistemology, and a naturalistic methodology (Denzin & 

Lincoln, 2013) informed the research process. 
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The methodological assumption was also informed by the nature of the organization 

researched into.  Researching in an organization such as the military brought along its own set of 

assumptions.  The military operates largely within a sphere of secrecy and information is shared 

on a óneed to knowô basis.  Concerning this factor, the study assumed that all the participants 

answered all questions during the in-depth interviews with complete honesty.  The study also 

assumed that the officers sampled for the interviews were not stressed for time within their 

environment.  

The research was also conducted on the premise that superior command would not put in 

any constraints to hinder the research process with regards to the conduct of the interviews with 

the participants.  In this light, it was assumed that the interviews were not either overtly or 

covertly monitored.  It was also assumed that there were no restrictions to the nature of questions 

that the researcher posed to the participants during the interview sessions.  

The military is a sensitive institution, devoted to national security and defense 

(Constitution of Ghana, 1992). The military therefore views some research as intrusive into its 

core activities.  The Armed Forces may as a result regard the researcher and the research process 

with some suspicion.  This trend creates a murky situation for the researcher as access to official 

data, records or information could be a challenge. A detailed understanding of this enabled the 

researcher to do a greater degree of preparation for the research by first writing to secure the 

necessary permit to conduct the research from the appropriate military authority.  

Theoretical Orientation for the Dissertation 

The theoretical framework for the study provided guidance on the motives that informed 

the decision of states to deploy their militaries to PKO.  The framework also explored the 

strategy and conduct of traditional military operations.  This research had dual perspectives: 
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to research peacekeeping and also to find out the impact PKOs have on participating militariesô 

combat disposition.  The theoretical framework for the study should therefore link the academic 

peace theory approach of peacekeeping as a form of multi-national third party intervention to 

assist states resolve their armed conflicts as well as provide an explanation for the conduct of 

core military operations of war.  

There is no single theoretical framework that adequately answers the myriad of questions 

associated with peace operations (Druckman & Stern, 1999).  As a result, there have been many 

different attempts to understand UN peacekeeping (Imane, 2012).  As the number and range of 

conflict and peace operations have grown, so too has the number of theories and concepts used to 

understand them.  

Military strategy has also been regarded as largely atheoretical, an art that could only be 

understood by a military genius (Bowdish, 2013; Druckman & Stern, 1999).  Researchers have 

therefore pushed for new ways to theorize peacekeeping operations (Bellamy, 2004; Bellamy et 

al., 2010).  This thesis was therefore guided by a number of theoretical perspectives. Having 

considered the various theoretical frameworks, the study narrowed it down to 4 theories which 

encapsulate the key ideas and actors in peacekeeping as well as the paradigm of international 

politics/relations.  The systems theory (Waltz, 1959), realist theory (Morgenthau, 1976; 

Mearsheimer, 2001; Schmidt 2005), cosmopolitan theory (Woodhouse& Ramsbotham, 2005) 

and military theory  (Høiback, 2012; Vego,  2011) have been selected as appropriate theoretical 

frameworks for the study.  The theories, though not exhaustive of the various parameters of 

examining peacekeeping operations, provided the necessary conceptual perspectives to the 

conduct of PKOs as well as provide insights into the role of national militaries in peacekeeping 

operations and how that impacts on its core duties within the international arena of power  
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politics.  

Realist theory.  The realist conceptual framework is derived from the field of 

international relations and diplomacy. Realism reduces international relations to pure power 

politics (Michael, 2005; Morgenthau, 1976).  The realist framework posits that the international 

system is anarchic; States are considered rational actors each competing for power and survival 

in the international system (Morgenthau, 1976; Mearsheimer, 2001; Schmidt 2005; Waltz 1979).  

The contemporary global system falls short of the Hobbesian óstate of natureô, nevertheless, 

idealism in the international context of states remains a mirage.  

There is no central authority in the relations between and among states (Mearsheimer, 

2001).  The role of international organizations such as the UN though important, is minimal in 

influencing state behaviour especially of the major powers.  Each State in the international 

system therefore acts in pursuit of its self-interests (Morgenthau, 1976).  It is for this reason that 

States must possess some form of offensive military capability in order to defend their interest. 

The realist theorists therefore posit that among the key variables of state power, a strong military 

is a pre-requisite.  In view of this paradigm of international relations (IR), UN multi-national 

peacekeeping is principally a medium used to promote national self-interests (Imane, 2011). 

Peacekeeping is therefore regarded as a means by which governments of contributing states like 

Ghana use to increase their international appeal as well as subsidize the maintenance of their 

armed forces (Imane, 2011; Pugh 2004; Neack, 1995).  The role of international organizations 

such as the UN may be minimal on influencing state behaviour (Neak, 1995). 

Realism is evident in UN peacekeeping as decision-making is dominated by national 

interests (Bures, 2007; Imane, 2012).  Research has established that from 1982 to 1986 the most 

frequent peace-keepers happen to be ranked among the largest arms exporters in the Middle East 
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(Neak, 1995).  Within the realist perspective, peacekeeping could form part of the defense policy 

of a State (Garima & Gippne, 2013).   Realism in UN peacekeeping is also evident in how the 

biggest contributor(s) to the UN budget determines the decision-making process with regards to 

the deployment and disposition of a peacekeeping mission. Peacekeeping operations therefore 

are basically an IR tool of nation-states. 

The realist theoretical framework was considered appropriate for the study as it provided 

the context for examining the importance of a strong military force.  The theory also explains the 

interests that inform the decision of member states of the UN in deploying their militaries to 

PKO.  The emergence of dominant bloc and real-politik with blatant abuse of military might and 

disregard for state sovereignty as witnessed in the UN/NATO invasions of Iraq and Libya among 

several other examples make the fate survival of nation-states in the present era not far from the 

Hobbesian state of nature paradox.  Cognizant of the fate that has befallen other countries, States 

like Iran and North Korea are bolstering their military capabilities because of the anarchic reality 

premised on the primacy of military might in IR.   

The UN, despite all the good intents and purposes, lacks a military force of its own and 

thus still depends on nation-states in exercising its authority (Hanlon 2008; UN, 2016). Nation-

States with military power at their disposal, therefore remain the dominant actors in IR . The re-

emergence of militarism in the post 9/11 events with the rise of American unchallenged 

dominance makes realism ever important in assessing military operations and capabilities 

(Morgenthau, 1967; Nina & Serafino, 2000; Raju, 2014).   

States entrust the defence of their sovereignty and interest to the military (Constitution of 

Ghana, 1992; Measheimer , 2001).  In view of this, realism is considered an appropriate 

framework to explaining whether participation in UN PKO strengthens a countryôs military 
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capabilities or otherwise.  It must be emphasized that the main consideration for deployment in 

PKO is subservient to domestic considerations, foreign policy agendas, and power distribution 

among elites (Bures 2007; Hanlon 2008). 

Systems theory.  Another useful framework which addresses the impact of UN 

peacekeeping operation on the combat disposition of participating militaries is the political 

systems theory propounded by Waltz (1959).  Waltz (1959) in his inquiry into the causes of war 

entitled óMan, the State and Warô suggests three levels of analysis of conflict which serve to 

explain the root cause of conflict.  These theories consist of human nature, the political regimes 

within states, and the state system.  This international relations theory has been adopted to assess 

the impact of UN peacekeeping operations on the combat disposition of participating militaries. 

The use of foreign military intervention in peace operations challenges the traditional 

understanding of the role of the professional soldier (joint Doctrine, 2011).  The transformation 

brought about by the shift from the military engagement principally for national defense in inter-

state armed conflicts to its engrossment in intra-state conflict changes the militaryôs activities, 

from its primary responsibility for national security to participation in international operations 

assuming increasing importance.   

The theory provided the theoretical foundations for the analysis of conflicts and the 

role of multi-national military interventions in pursuit of peace.  The theory enabled an 

assessment to be made of the impact of UN PKOs exerts on the individual soldier and the effect 

of military intervention in a peacekeeping capacity on traditional military culture (the 

system/GAF) and finally, its implications for the defence of the State (Ghana).  The theory was 

relevant to the research topic as it set parameters for the role of foreign militaries in conflict and 

peace operations.   
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There is a transformation from the inter-state nature of armed conflict to its involvement 

in intra-state conflict and the restrictions on the use of force as pertains under UN peace 

operations (Findlay, 2002; Katsumi, 2016; Kenkel, 2015).  Changes to the militaryôs activities, 

from its primary responsibility for national security to one in which participation in international 

conflict and peace operations are of increasing importance, challenges its traditional role on the 

level of the individual, the state, and the system (Ford, 2004).  The theory thus enabled an 

analysis to be made on how PKO affects the GAF. 

Cosmopolitan theory.  The cosmopolitan theoretical framework argues for deeper 

reforms in peacekeeping operations.  The cosmopolitan theory views peacekeeping operations as 

contributing to the advancement of a cosmopolitan world order; a world order engendered by 

common ideals for humanity.  Cheeseman and Elliot (2004) note that the UN Charter is a 

manifestation of cosmopolitan values which increasingly highlights a shift from the Westphalian 

importance of the rights of states to the post-Westphalian rights of the individual (Curran & 

Woodhouse).  

Cosmopolitanism promotes human security over national security and state-centric 

interest.  The roles of the military in cosmopolitan operations are to defend the moral community 

of humankind as well as defending territorially bounded political communities (Elliot & Graeme, 

2004; 1).  In this regard, peacekeeping agencies and their member states are predisposed to 

develop and implement strategies that conform to the norms of global values, and are disinclined 

to pursue strategies that deviate from these norms. UN peacekeeping operations are 

cosmopolitan in nature. Contingents and personalities in the peacekeeping theatre come from 

diverse backgrounds across the world.  The unifying factor in all UN operations however, 

remains the promotion of cosmopolitan ideals such as human rights, rule of law, and child  
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protection among others.   

The cosmopolitan theory also has implications for military training.  Forces deployed for 

cosmopolitan purposes are expected to train and focus more on non-traditional military 

operations such as non-violent consensual conflict management (Fetherston, 1998). 

Cosmopolitan ethics requires military forces to exhibit qualities that extend well beyond the 

values and roles traditionally associated with the profession of arms.  A rise in cosmopolitan 

values in UN operations leads to changes in military training programmes especially from 

peripheral states to conform to global norms of conflict resolution and post conflict peace 

building.   

The cosmopolitan theoretical framework was considered relevant for this research 

because it fits into an analysis of how participating militaries in UN PKO are impacted by the 

requirement to promote cosmopolitan values and ideals and how these factors affect their combat 

dispositions.  This is essential in guiding conclusions and policy recommendations from the 

study that could make peacekeeping operations impact positively across all stakeholders in the 

peacekeeping theatre.  It enabled an examination to be made of the differences between 

traditional conceptions of the military and where the military is situated in a cosmopolitan 

framework (Cheeseman & Elliot, 2004). 

The cosmopolitan conceptual framework further helped inform how the GAF is reacting 

or realigning itself to cosmopolitan global norms in PKO theatres.  This theory enabled an 

assessment to be made of the impact of the change in military core roles on the decisive use of 

force to one in which force is regulated under highly restrictive Rules of Engagement (ROE) as 

pertain in UN peacekeeping operations.  The cosmopolitan theory thus provides a basis for 

assessing the impact of UN peacekeeping operations on the combat capabilities and disposition  
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of participating militaries which is one of the core issues of this study.    

Military t heory.  Military theory is defined as a comprehensive analysis of warfare, both 

in its patterns and inner structure (Vego, 2011).  Military theory covers both tactical dispositions 

and strategic thinking (Høiback 2012).  This includes theories on the application of force in order 

to achieve national goals and theories concerning war as a phenomenon (Vego, 2011).  Military 

theories are divided into specific types of warfare that they aim to describe.  In this sense, 

military theory might focus on traditional warfare, insurgency, counter-insurgency, or peace 

operations (Vego 2011).  Military theory can act as a lubricant in the civil-military relations, and 

increase awareness of the potential capabilities of military force.  Traditionally, the role of 

military theory is to make warfare more effective as it provides military leaders and political 

leaders with a context for debate and discussions regarding military force (Høiback 2012). 

UN peacekeeping forces and operations are conducted at the strategic, operational and 

tactical levels with the ultimate aim of restoring enduring peace to a conflict zone.  The strategic 

level is at the UN and national levels; at the operational level, the peacekeeping force 

headquarters interprets the strategy into the deployment of the peacekeeping forces; combat or 

hostilities of the belligerents is controlled by military units at the tactical level.  There is no 

enemy in PKO; the "enemy" in the theatre is the violent conflict (UN, 2017).  

 The military theory was considered relevant to this study because it provides guidelines 

on the conduct of the military component in a peacekeeping theatre.  The expectation for military 

traditional operations of war is weighed against its role specifications in a PKO and how that 

impact on combat disposition. 

 Synthesis of Theoretical Framework.  A synthesis of the various theories discussed 

outlines the ideal role of the military vis-a-vis the demands of UN peacekeeping operations.  The 
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theories indicate the importance of the military as the institution charged with national defence.  

The international system remains largely óanarchicô and the military of every nation-sate remains 

the key instrument to ensure its survival (Morgenthau, 1976).  The theoretical framework 

indicates that cosmopolitan ideals of peacekeeping operations demands from peacekeeping 

military actions that are not in sync with core military ethos especially with respect to combat or 

use of force (Woodhouse & Ramsbotham, 1996).  This trend therefore affects the participating 

nation-states and militaries as well as the psyche of individual personnel of the armed forces.   

The selected theories, though not exhaustive of the various parameters of peacekeeping 

operations, provided the necessary conceptual perspectives to examine the phenomenon. The 

theories also provided insight into the role of national militaries in peacekeeping operations and 

how that impact on the militaryôs core duties within the international arena of power politics 

(Bellany & Paul, 2012; Donald, Daniel, Patricia, & Sharon, 2008; Morgenthau, 1978; Waltz, 

1959; Walter, 2007). 

Synthesis/Critique of Previous Research 

There is considerable literature on UN and Regional/Sub-regional peacekeeping 

operations.  This literature review provides an overview of the context associated with this study 

by addressing closely related research which serves as a framework to establish the substance of 

the study (Creswell, 2009).  The literature review is designed to help fine tune the research 

parameters and assist in circum-navigating its patterns and themes that would emerge from the 

analysis of the data.  The reviewed literature expressed varied views and critique on the subject 

of peacekeeping operations by examining areas closely related to the militaryôs involvement in 

peacekeeping operations.  The reviewed literature covered 7 major areas related to PKO. These 

are:  
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(a)  The concept of peacekeeping (Cheeseman, 2005; Ghali, 1992; MacQueen, 2016; UN, 

2016). 

(b)  Evolution of peacekeeping (HIPPO Report, 2015; Imane, 2012; Kenkel, 2013; Pinar, 

2006; Ram, 2006) 

(c)  Nature of peacekeeping operations (Bellamy, 2010; Haidi, Sheeran, 2014; Hellen, 

1998; Imane, 2012; Pinar, 2006; UN, 1992). 

(d)  Peacekeeping and military training (Feldman, 2010; Jelusic, 2007; Kotia, 2015; UN, 

2013). 

(e)  The military in peacekeeping (DPKO, 2009; Kotia, 2015; UN, 2008) 

(f)  Rules of engagement for peacekeepers (Curran & Holtom, 2015; Findlay, 2002; 

UNMISS, 2014). 

(g)  Motivations for peacekeeping (Bellany & Paul, 2012; Birikorang, 2007; Donald, 

Daniel, Patricia, & Sharon, 2008; Walter, 2007).   

The purpose of the literature review was to adequately position the study within the realm 

of existing publication as it relates specifically to the topic or phenomenon under consideration 

in order to help shape the research outcome by enabling dimensional comparisons to be made 

(Creswell, 2007; Strauss & Corbin, 1998).  The reviewed literature served as a foundation for the 

research and a benchmark for comparing the results with other findings in the field of 

peacekeeping operations.  This section will show that available literature on military 

participation in peace keeping operations fail to establish the impact of PKO on the combat 

disposition of participating militaries especially the GAF.  

Concept of peacekeeping.  The term ópeacekeepingô is not explicitly stated in the UN 

Charter, but has nonetheless evolved to become one of the main tools used by the UN to resolve 
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global armed conflicts.  Peacekeeping is a broad generic theory whose definition remains a 

contested concept.  In this context, MacQueen (2016) perceives a peacekeeping operation as an 

activity with extremely flexible boundaries, for which defining its dimensions remains difficult 

and still complicated. This controversy about the concept of peacekeeping made a former 

Secretary General of the UN allude that it is found in the interstices between the peaceful and 

coercive measures available to the Security Council or a óChapter VIİô operations (Cheeseman, 

2005).  Peacekeeping have thus been variously defined by both experts and organizations 

engaged in the field.  An appreciation of the meaning of ópeacekeeping operationsô is important 

in order to enable for a proper understanding of the phenomenon as well as set the rest of the 

literature review within context. 

      Godlman (1993) defines peacekeeping as field operations established by the United 

Nations with the consent of the parties concerned, to help control and resolve conflicts between 

them, under United Nations command and control, at the expense collectively of the member 

states, and with military and other personnel and equipment provided voluntarily by them, acting 

impartially between the parties and using force to the minimum extent necessary.  Erskine (2000) 

contends that peacekeeping is a conflict control mechanism, designed with the principal 

objective been to diffuse tension and create the peaceful environment conducive to the 

peacemaking process through third party mechanisms.  Diehl (1994) defines peacekeeping 

operations as the imposition of neutral and lightly armed interposition forces following a 

cessation of armed hostilities, and with the permission of the state on whose territory these forces 

are deployed, in order to discourage a renewal of military conflict and promote an environment 

under which the underlying dispute can be resolved.  

        The basic goal of peacekeeping is to alleviate human suffering and to create the necessary  
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conditions and institutions for self-sustaining peace (Marina, 2016; UNMISS Mandate, 2016;).  

Peacekeeping is therefore regarded as a third contingency approach to conflict management; a 

means to an end, and that end is conflict resolution (Bellany, 2011; Marina, 2016).  Rubinstein 

(2005) therefore sees peacekeeping within the context of a root metaphor, using a ómilitary 

without weapons in the service of peaceô. This reinforces an image of an international 

community acting in a neutral, consensual manner to sustain a stable world economy. 

The UN, undisputedly the lead proponent of multi-national peacekeeping operations also 

defines peacekeeping as an operation involving military personnel but without enforcement 

powers, established by the United Nations to help bring peace in areas of conflict (The Blue 

Helmets, 1990).  In view of current trends of conflicts in the global system, from previously 

largely inter-state armed conflicts to the predominantly intra-state conflicts with multiple armed 

groups characterized by fractured lines of command this definition eventually fell short as 

achieving the consent of the belligerents before inserting peacekeepers increasingly became a 

challenge to the UN (Kotia, 2015; Ghali, 1992).  This became more pressing in view of the 

emergent need to protect civilians under threat of violence. 

Consequently, a former UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros Ghali, in his Agenda for 

Peace presentation to the UN defined peacekeeping as the deployment of a United Nations 

presence in the field, hitherto with the consent of all the parties concerned, normally involving 

United Nations military and/or police personnel and frequently civilians as well (Ghali, 1992). 

This definition de-emphasized the principle of consent as a pre-requisite for the deployment of 

military peacekeepers in an area of armed conflict.  This definition is presently used as the bench 

mark for this study as it contains all the key elements or actors ï military, police, and civilians ï 

in contemporary peacekeeping operations.  These actors, especially the civilian component, 
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operating in the same theatre and time with the military component however place a burden on 

military activities.  The civilian component of peacekeeping has evolved over the period to 

become the dominant actor in UN PKO with the military largely reduced to playing supporting 

roles (Kenkel, 2013; UN, 2014; UN, 2015). 

Evolution of peacekeeping.  An understanding of the evolution of peacekeeping 

operations over the course of human history is important to understanding the nature and practice 

of contemporary multi-dimensional and integrated peacekeeping operations.  This is also 

important in enabling a proper appreciation to be made of the prevailing factors and constraints 

in contemporary UN PKO that affects the military, either positively or otherwise. 

 The practice of deploying military personnel to intervene in areas of conflict in order to 

establish peace and security, whether defined as peacekeeping, peace support operations, peace 

operations, or peace enforcement has historical antecedents based on our evolving understanding 

of conflict at all levels, and the potential role that multi-national military forces could play in the 

resolution of the conflicts (HIPPO Report, 2015; Kenkel, 2013; Pinar, 2006; Sheehan; 2008).   

 The practice of multi-lateral interventions to prevent, mediate, and resolve conflicts or 

reduce their devastating impact on society has been undertaken in various forms and 

manifestations since the days of antiquity.  The Delian League of ancient Greece promulgated in 

the fifth century BC was one of the earliest recorded attempts made to control the conduct of 

warfare (Ram, 2006).  From this ancient era through to the medieval epoch and to the 

contemporary times various people and cultures across the world have exhibited traditions of 

peace [keeping] operations in multi-faceted forms.  In the ancient days, peace activists 

[peacekeepers] interposed themselves between combatants from opposing communities to serve 

as a buffer with the expectation that this will stop or cajole the belligerents to stop  
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fighting (Schirch, 2006).  

This practice from the ancients continued in varied forms up to the present era. Though 

the early peace oriented operations were neither international nor institutionalized, native 

communities used these antiquated means to control the conduct of war with some degree of 

relative success.  For instance, in some parts of present day Northern Ghana, peace activists, 

mostly women, while reciting incantations and appealing for calm, do interpose themselves 

between competing groups of warriors or war-dancers as the case may be, to separate them at the 

fiercest stages of confrontations.  It is regarded as a grave cultural anathema for any of the 

opposing parties to target or hurt any of these women peace activists (Oral Traditions, 2017).  

The Holy Catholic Church, throughout its history has also been an architect 

of non-violent, unarmed peace operations (Ram, 2006).  Through óthe Peace of Godô and óTruce 

of Godô initiatives in the late 10th century AD, the Church carried out peace operations in areas 

of conflict, not only to assuage the suffering of the afflicted entrapped in such wars, but to help 

bring about an end to the hostilities between the feuding parties (Ram, 2006).  Subsequently, 

other documented attempts to keep peace included the Second Lateran Council of 1139 and the 

Peace of Westphalia in 1648 which ended the 30 yearsô war in Europe and ushered in the 

concept of State sovereignty (Ram, 2006; Santoro, 2010).  Weber (2000) traces the earliest 

modern European tradition of third party, international intervention in conflicts to the call for a 

peace army in 1931.  

 Pugh on his part (2004) traces the antecedents of peacekeeping and peace interventions to 

crisis management mechanisms developed in 19th century Europe, consolidated in the inter-war 

period as a means of dealing with conflicts emerging from self-determination struggles and 

decolonization.  All these earlier trends at peacekeeping operations have evolved over the ages 
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and are the foundations of present day multi-national UN and regional/sub regional practice of 

peacekeeping (Bellany, 2010; Kenkel, 2013). 

Following the end of WW I, The League of Nations was formed as the first major global 

organization charged with the prevention of war and the preservation of international peace and 

security (Covenant of League of Nations, 1920).  The Covenant set out the parameters to 

sanction violators of the peace, using both military and non-military measures. Article 16.2 of 

the League Charter stipulates that it shall be the duty of the Council to recommend what military, 

naval or air force the members of the League shall each contribute to the armed forces to be used 

to ensure protection of the covenant of the League (Covenant of League of Nations, 1920).  

The League of Nations, despite its sort lifespan, was the first global organization to field 

peacekeeping operations.  The League of Nations undertook some peacekeeping operations such 

as deployments to the Aakland Island Dispute between Sweden and Finland in 1920, the 

Albanian territory dispute between Greece, Yugoslavia and Italy from 1921-23, and the border 

clashes between Bulgaria and Greece in 1925 (Bellany, Williams & Greffin, 2004; James, 1990; 

Kenkel, 2013).  The League also used an international force comprising officers from the US, 

Brazil, and Spain, to mediate in the Leticia Trapeze conflict between Columbia and Peru in 1933 

(Lewis, 1991).  Following the Nazi threat to annex the Saar Basin, the League also deployed 

about 3,300 international peacekeeping force made up of Italian, Swedish, British and Dutch 

soldiers for the plebiscite in the area (Lewis, 1992).  

Despite the fact that the concept or term ópeacekeeping operationô was not yet in vogue, 

these forces deployed to the conflict zones were called a ñpeace forceò (Lewis, 1992). In all 

instances, peacekeeping troops were deployed with the consent of the host country and were 

empowered to use force only in self defence (Bellany, 2004; Bellany & Williams 2009; Bellany 
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& Greffin, 2010).  These principles subsequently became the underlying guiding principles of 

UN PKOs especially in the Cold War era (Bellamy & Greffin, 2010). The huge cost involved in 

implementing the full range of military measures however, prevented the League of Nations 

from been able to effectively execute a comprehensive military peacekeeping regime as 

stipulated under Article 16 of the Charter to deal with emergent conflict situations across the 

world. 

The League of Nations no doubt subsequently failed despondently failing to prevent the 

outbreak of WWII, the deadliest and most destructive war yet in human history (kenkel, 2013; 

Katsumi, 2016). Contemporary peacekeeping operations emerged from the failure of the League 

of Nations to ensure the collective security of member states.  As a result, since the end of 

WWII, there has been a pressing need for collective security.  Collective security in the post 

WWII era transcended inter-state conflicts to include intra-state conflicts.  This came about 

because of the realization that a threat to the peace in any part of the world is a threat to the 

peace of the entire world. 

The UN has been the main architect of peacekeeping operations (PKOs) since 1945 

(Cedric, 2010).  Since 1948, about 71 PKO have so far been conducted; currently 15 PKOs are 

been undertaken with total fatalities of 3622 (UN, 2017).  UN peacekeeping operations started 

with sending unarmed military observers to areas of conflict.  UN Military Observers (UNMOs) 

are unarmed and are trained to observe and report violations of the agreements of ceasefire or 

disengagement, in their respective areas of operational responsibility. All military observers are 

normally officers in the rank of captain and above.  

The first UN observer mission was the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization 

(UNTSO) deployed to Palestine in 1948 following the Arab-Israeli war (Kenkel, 2013).  Other 
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earlier UN observer operations include the United Nations Special Committee on the Balkans 

(UNSCOB) which investigated communist nationsô intrusion on the northern border of Greece, 

and the UN Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) deployed on the Indo-

Pakistan border in 1949 (Fabian, 1971; Kondoch, 2014).   

Observation missions serve as an extension of pacific settlement of disputes as stipulated 

under Chapter VI of the UN Charter.  Observation missions also employ the basic principles of 

peacekeeping: impartiality, consent, and non-use/minimal use of force except in self defence 

(Kenekel, 2013).  The task of the United Nations Military Observer (UNMO) was limited to 

supervising, verifying and reporting compliance with ceasefire agreements, separation and 

withdrawal of forces, as well as monitoring the cessation of foreign assistance to former 

belligerents (UN, 2005).  

The United Nations Emergency Force (UNEF) deployed in 1956 following the Israeli, 

France and United Kingdom invasion of Egypt after it nationalized the Suez Canal was the first 

UN mission explicitly labelled as a peacekeeping operation (Kondoch, 2014).  UNEF I, deployed 

under resolution 1001 was the only UN peacekeeping mission mandated by the UN General 

Assembly instead of the Security Council; the reason was to avoid possible vetoes by France and 

Britain in the Security Council (Bellamy & Griffin, 2010; Fetherston, 1994). 

Over the course of the over 7 decades of its existence, UN peacekeeping operations have 

undergone transformations shaped largely by the post Westphalia approach to global governance, 

norms and values as well the kind of violence that need to be addressed in the emergent conflicts.  

Multi -national peacekeeping has correspondingly evolved significantly as a tool of international 

crisis response.  Peacekeeping reforms have been an ongoing process, especially in the wake of 

the highly visible and tragic failures of the UN missions in Somalia, Rwanda and the former  
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Yugoslavia in the mid-1990s (DPKO, 2013).  

The post-Westphalia changes to peacekeeping operations have re-ordered the relationship 

between the principle of territory and State sovereignty on the one hand, and respect for 

individualsô human rights on the other. Understanding these changes and the intricate dynamics 

that now shape and constrain the operations across the world and the impact on participating 

militaries requires a prior scrutiny of the evolutionary journey of peacekeeping operations.  

The evolution of the various operations has been variously described either in terms of 

generations (Kenkel, 2013) evolutions (Marina, 2016) or in the nature of conduct.   

Traditional/First generation peacekeeping.  Traditional peacekeeping, otherwise known 

as first generation peacekeeping operations was the first genre of UN PKOs (Kenkel, 2013).  

Traditional peacekeeping is basically about the deployment of military personnel, but without 

enforcement powers in areas of conflict with the consent of the warring parties to help maintain 

or restore international peace and security (UN, 1990).  First-generation peacekeeping forces 

typically possess a mandate under Chapter VI of the UN Charter, are lightly armed, and operate 

under strict rules of engagement (Bellany, 2010).  Traditional peacekeeping troops are only 

deployed when there is already a peace to keep; that is following an end to armed conflict - albeit 

potentially temporary - through a truce or ceasefire. The objective of first generation operations 

were the creation of an environment conducive to efforts at peaceful conflict resolution by the 

belligerents (UN, 2009). 

Traditional peacekeeping developed the principles of peacekeeping operations: consent 

of the belligerent parties to the deployment and presence of the peacekeeping troops, impartiality 

of the force, and minimum use of force (Kotia, 2015; UN, 2003).  These principles have served 

as the guiding principles of PKOs over the period.  The consent of the host nation is considered a 
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prerequisite for avoiding the violation of the host statesô right to non-intervention, impartiality is 

necessary in order to assure the effective functioning of the mission due to the maintenance of 

credibility with all sides involved, and the non-use of force reflects the idea that the UN is not a 

party to a given conflict but rather a presence sent to assist in its resolution.  Bellamy (2010) 

notes that First-Generation peacekeeping operat Traditional PKOs were the major operations 

conducted during the Cold War era. ions are a purely military undertaking, with few, if any 

civilian component.  

The hallmark activity of traditional peacekeeping operations is the deployment of an 

inter-positional buffer force between the frontlines of opposing forces, reducing the possibility of 

contact between the forces and diminishing the probability of escalation or an accidental rupture 

of the peace (Bellamy et al. 2010).  This creates the necessary atmosphere for conflicting parties 

to come to an agreement through negotiations, mediation, and conciliation by third party 

facilitation (kenkel, 2013; UN, 2008).  Troops for traditional peacekeeping are normally 

composed of small size multi-national military units from troop contributing nations (TCCs).   

Traditional peacekeeping missions are typically deployed under a Chapter VI mandate 

(Bellamy et al. 2010; Ramsbotham & Woodhouse, 1999).  These operations include both 

observer missions and/or Formed Troops.  Due to the constraints of the Cold War, troops for 

traditional peacekeeping missions hardly involved personnel from the major global powers such 

as the US and the USSR (Kenkel, 2013).  Classic examples of traditional peacekeeping 

operations include the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO) deployed in the 

Middle East in 1948, the United Nations Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan 

(UNMOGIP) deployed in the Kashmir since 1949 to monitor the ceasefire between India and 

Pakistan, and the United Nations Emergency Force (UNEF) deployed in the Suez in 1956 (Haidi 
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& Willmot 2014; Kenkel, 2013).  The scope and range of related activity was relatively narrow; 

the forces were used to monitor borders and establish buffer zones following cease-fire 

agreements.  

Traditional peacekeeping operations were however seen as ineffective due to the 

perception that these operations, by their nature and conduct, froze conflicts than providing a 

comprehensive means to their complete resolution (Kenkel, 2013).  Traditional peacekeepers did 

not pursue political solutions, but worked to establish conditions conducive to political 

settlements.   

The failure of the Warsaw Pact and the consequential collapse of the Soviet 

Union in 1991 led to an astronomical increase in the number, and complexity, of peacekeeping 

operations (Haidi & Scott, 2014).  Armed conflicts ceased to be primarily between States as sub-

national groups increasingly became the source of major conflicts. This led to a corresponding 

increase in the diversity of participants in the field of peacekeeping operations as well as the way 

these operations are conducted.  The demise of the Cold War tensions also led to the major 

powers ï the USSR and US - and their key satellite allies who had hitherto been excluded from 

participating in peacekeeping operations to start deploying troops to these operations (Haidi & 

Scot, 2014; Imani, 2012; Kenkel, 2013).  

Consequently, the challenges of peacekeeping became more complex in the post-Cold 

War era.  Most post-cold war conflicts are civil wars in which front-lines are not always clear 

and warring parties not easily identified (Curran & Holtom, 2015; UN, 2005).  Instead of armies, 

peacekeepers often have to deal with militia groups and private security forces in which the 

chains of command are harder to track.   Rules of combat are often not respected by these armed 

groups, and more crucially, the casualties of war are predominantly civilians, who are not only 
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the victims, but also perpetrators (Haidi & Scot, 2014; Imani, 2012; UN, 2015).  The collapse of 

state institutions exacerbates the nature of emergent conflicts.   

In order to respond to the emergent complex situations in which internal order had broken 

down resulting in grave human suffering demanded proactive measures.  This consequently led 

to demands for a shift in the conduct of peacekeeping operations with an expansion of the range 

of activities undertaken in the peacekeeping theatre.  The next generation of peace operations 

therefore sought to address the root causes of conflicts in order to build sustainable peace (Haidi 

& Willmot, 2014).  The institutionalization of peacekeeping as a political option therefore 

expanded the diversity of participating nations in peacekeeping operations.  This further 

expanded the spectrum of peacekeeping and eventually led to a transition in the conduct of these 

missions beyond traditional peacekeeping operations (Dandeker & Gow, 1997). 

 Complex multidimensional peacekeeping arose in response to the additional demands of 

violent intra-state conflict and civil wars which wreak havoc on poorly governed states suffering 

from identity, resource and power struggles.  UN peacekeeping operations thus evolved to 

become complex, multidimensional and integrated otherwise known as second generation 

missions.  These missions were civilian led with increased challenges for the military.   

Second generation peacekeeping.  Following the notable tragedies in the 1990s in 

Srebrenica, Somalia and Rwanda, the UN was heavily criticized for being inactive.  

Subsequently there was an overwhelming desire to place the protection of civilians at the fore 

front of UN peacekeeping (SRSG, 2015).  Over the last two decades therefore, peacekeeping 

mandates have changed from the simple observer missions in the early 1950s to present day 

multi-dimensional peacekeeping with robust mandates and Protection of Civilians (PoC) as the 

core of each mandate.  Peacekeepers were no longer required to simply observe and report as 
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vulnerable people are slaughtered.  The fall of Goma in the Democratic Republic of Congo in 

2012 ushered in the concept of robust peacekeeping into even sharper focus with the 

establishment of Force Intervention Brigade (FIB) (SRSG, 2015).   This powerful imperative 

was driven by UN peacekeeping from its previously passive stance to an active one. 

Second generation peacekeeping was developed to achieve multiple political and social 

objectives.  Second Generation peacekeeping operations otherwise known as óstrategic 

peacekeepingô (Dandeker & Gow 1997), ówider peacekeepingô (Bellamy et al., 2010), or ómulti-

dimensional peace operationsô (Fetherston, 1994; Marina, 2016) shifted the focus in the 

peacekeeping theatre from a purely military activity to include wide ranging civilian tasks.  As a 

result, many more actors were introduced into the field of peacekeeping with a comprehensive 

peacekeeping bureaucracy (Marina, 2016; UN, 2016). 

  Dandeker and Gow (1997) postulate that what makes second generation peacekeeping 

different from traditional peacekeeping are the differences at the strategic level in terms of  the 

consent of the conflicting parties, the use of force and the process to balance the legal codes and 

normative values.  Arising from these, a major characteristic of second generation peacekeeping 

operations is their mandate which goes well beyond the simple idea of interposition of troops 

between opposing forces (Kenkel, 2013).  Hillen (1998) confirms that Second Generation 

peacekeeping operations have ambitious mandates to assist in the transition to sustainable peace.  

Second generation PKO have wider mandates with troops often authorized to use appropriate 

force to protect civilians (Chesterman, 2005; Diehl, 2008; Findlay, 2002; Pinar, 2005; Guéhenno, 

2016; UN, 2015).  

Second generation missions also put much more emphasis on civilian tasks. These tasks  

include peace building activities such as promotion of human rights, civil affairs, refugee  
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assistance, and capacity-building activities among a host of other issues (Kenkel, 2013).  As a 

result, the military emphasis shifted from a purely monitoring or observation role to active 

involvement in resolving and settling conflicts and preventing the resumption of hostilities.  

Multi-dimensional United Nations peacekeeping often includes, along with the supervision of 

ceasefires, the regrouping, disarmament and demobilization of combatants and their reintegration 

into civilian life as well as programmes for the return of refugees and displaced persons (UN, 

2005).  

There are other tasks which include the provision of humanitarian assistance, the 

restoration of law and order, the monitoring of respect for human rights, the observation and 

supervision of elections, and the coordination of support for economic rehabilitation and 

reconstruction (UN, 2005).   

The core functions of Second Generation, Multi-dimensional UN PKOs include the 

following Capstone Doctrine (2008) items: 

(a)  Create a secure and stable environment while strengthening the Stateôs ability to 

provide security, with full respect for the rule of law and human rights. 

(b)  Facilitate the political process by promoting dialogue and reconciliation. 

(c)  Supporting the establishment of legitimate and effective institutions of governance. 

(d)  Provide a framework for ensuring that all United Nations and other international 

actors pursue their activities at the country-level in a coherent and coordinated manner.   

 National armies have different concepts of command and control.  The resultant effect of  

the complex nature of tasks resulted in military peacekeepers being asked to liaise with a much 

wider number of audience, civilian organizations, as well as learn to negotiate with local armed 

groups and facilitate agreements over ceasefires, aid delivery, and the return of refugees ( Kotia,  
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2015, UNMISS SOP, 2016).   

In multi-dimensional peacekeeping, the UN has adopted an integrated approach for all 

parts of the UN system that are active in that country (Kenkel, 2013; UN, 2009).  This means UN 

peacekeeping operations and UN Country Teams are required to work towards the same  

strategic  vision.  In effect, multi-dimensional peacekeeping operations are required not to only 

maintain peace and security, but also to facilitate the political and humanitarian processes. 

Multidimensional missions support the consolidation of peace and development through 

reconstruction of the state in the aftermath of conflict (Marina, 2016; UN, 2016). Their activities 

reflect the ambitious mandates to consolidate peace and restore and extend state authority, which 

often has collapsed as a result of prolonged conflict. 

The Security Council thus sets out extremely ambitious tasks for second peacekeeping 

operations in mandates to restore and extend state authority, and support rule of law. Given such 

diversity, it became critical to develop a unity of effort and purpose among various participants. 

The UN adopts an óintegrated approachô for all parts of the UN system active in the 

country.  The UN peacekeeping operations and UN Country Team work towards the same 

strategic vision.   A Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General (DSRSG), who 

most often is the head the UN Country Team, ensures effective coordination and integration of 

all actors in the peacekeeping theatre.  

Although the military remains the backbone of most peacekeeping operations, the many 

faces in peacekeeping theatres and the broader partnership reflected in the composition of all UN 

peacekeeping operations virtually relegates the military in these operations to the background.  It 

is evident from the above therefore that the tasks in second generation PKO are devoid of core 

military roles such as combat operations. Indeed, the avoidance of combat operations is the aim 
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and preferred ideal of a UN peacekeeping force. Consequently, military personnel earmarked for 

peacekeeping operations are often psychologically prepared for any other task but frontline 

active combat. 

Second generation missions accrued a number of remarkable successes in assisting 

transitions and in implementing peace accords (Bellamy & Williams, 2010).  Successful Second 

Generation missions include the United Nations Transition Assistance Group in Namibia 

(UNTAG, 1989-90), the United Nations Operation in Mozambique (UNOMOZ, 1991-95), and 

the United Nations Observer Group in El Salvador (ONUSAL, 1992-93) (Bellamy & Williams, 

2010). Second Generation missions remain the predominant PKO up to present times.  

The emergence of armed groups who disregard international norms, the laws of armed 

conflict and frequently targeted civilians with reckless abandon necessitated a reconsideration of 

the three traditional principles of peacekeeping; that is consent of the parties to the conflict for 

the presence of the peacekeeping force, impartiality of the peacekeeping force and non-use of 

force except in self defence (UN,2003; UN1990; UN 2008).  This subsequently resulted in a 

different variant of peacekeeping operations - the emergence of Third Generation peacekeeping 

operations otherwise known as enforcement operations (Kenkel, 2013). 

Third generation peacekeeping.  Third-generation peacekeeping operations otherwise 

called enforcement operations, robust, quasi-enforcement, or muscular peacekeeping combines 

military and humanitarian components characterized by an increased permission to the military 

component to use adequate force to impose the aims of a missionôs mandate (Gray, 2000; 

Guéhenno, 2016; Katsumi, 2016; UN, 2015).  Third generation missions are typically dispatched 

under a Chapter VII mandate, with a clear direction under the concept of the ñresponsibility to  

protectò (Findlay, 2002; Gu®henno, 2016; United Nations, 2009).  Forces deployed under   
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Chapter VII mandate are empowered to use adequate force, or óall necessary meansô including 

offensive force, in defense of the missionôs mandate (Katsumi, 2016; Kenkel, 2013).  

Enforcement missions are sometimes classified out of the field of peacekeeping 

operations because though the United Nations sanctions them, the UN often does not exercise 

command and control over those operations (Hillen, 2000).  Enforcement operations are mostly 

carried out by regional organizations or a ócoalition of the willingô albeit under UN authorization 

(Coleman, 2007).  The 1991 Gulf War for example served as a defining moment of multilateral 

peace enforcement operations (Chesterman, 2005; Kenkel, 2013).  Enforcement operations 

transforms international peacekeeping, from a purely secondary mission with almost no troop 

contribution by the major powers into one which they are keenly involved in, depending on their 

strategic national interest. 

A major characteristic of enforcement actions under chapter VII of the UN Charter is that 

it does not require the consent of the parties to the conflict (DPKO, 2009; Kenkel, 2013). 

However, before deciding on an enforcement action, the Security Council is obliged to determine 

the existence of óany threat to peace, breach of the peace, or act of aggressionô (UN Charter, 

Article 39).  Enforcement missions are deployed in situations where there is no peace to keep 

and nor cease-fire in place.  After the enforcement actions are completed, a third generation 

operation normally transitions into the execution of second generation peacekeeping tasks.   

The UN Operation in Somalia (UNOSOM II), the United Nations Protection Force in 

Yugoslavia (UNPROFOR) as well as the NATO intervention in Kosovo, the Australia led 

International Force for East Timor (INTERFET), and the NATO invasion of Libya to overthrow 

Muamar Gadaffi in 2011 are examples of enforcement operations.  Militaries that are deployed  

on enforcement operations principally execute combat missions.  In the strict sense and/or  
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application of the word, enforcement actions lie outside the ambit of peacekeeping operations as 

its command structure often lies outside the ambit of the UN Secretary General. 

Fourth generation peacekeeping.  Fourth generation peacekeeping operations consists of 

robust peace building operations that combine elevated permission to use force with enhanced 

civilian tasks that are more intrusive in terms of their effect on local autonomy than in second 

generation operations (Bellamy et al. 2010; Kenkel, 2013).  Fourth generation peacekeeping has 

been variously called new trusteeships or protectorate style peacekeeping forces.  In fourth 

generation peacekeeping, the UN takes over the administrative functions of a state and 

effectively exercises sovereignty over the given territory (Fishel & Saénz,  2007).  

The UN exercises executive, legislative, and judicial powers over the whole country 

albeit temporarily, until elections are held and a return to durable and sustainable peace is 

achieved.  The United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) and the 

United Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor (UNTAET) as well as the United 

Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) are considered typical fourth-generation 

operations (Fishel & Saénz 2007; Curran & Holtom, 2015).  

Fifth generation peacekeeping.  Fifth generation peacekeeping is hybrid missions that 

involve the deployment of troops and police personnel under a mixed command structure of the 

UN and a regional organization (DPKO, 2009; Kenkel, 2013).  Fifth generation operations have 

both the UN and regional organization(s) deploy troops to the same mission but they operate 

under separate chains of command as well as distinct forms of mandate.  The UN/AU hybrid 

mission in Darfur (UNAMID) is a typical example of fifth generation peace operation. 

   Apart from observer and enforcement missions, all the other types or generations of  

peacekeeping operations make use of formed troops in combination with observers/staff officers.   



IMPACT OF UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING ON COMBAT   73 

 
 

Figure 1 is a diagrammatic depiction of peacekeeping missions on a spectrum based on the 

principles of peacekeeping.  Six types of missions are reflected: observer missions, 

traditional/first generation, second, third, fourth and fifth generation peacekeeping missions.  
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   Figure 1. Types of UN Peacekeeping Operations 

An examination of the generations of PKOs has shown that, increasingly, the role of the 

military in multi-national peacekeeping are engendered towards state building.  Due to the nature 

of contemporary armed conflicts, the military is not deployed to occupy buffer zones between 

opposing belligerents as was the practice in traditional peacekeeping operations (Kenkel, 2013; 

UN, 2015).  Current conflicts are largely intra-state with varied interest groups and warring 

parties; there are either no clear lines of command or front lines to occupy (Kotia, 2015; UN, 

2015). 

The multiplicity of civilian actors with varied objectives and interest in the peacekeeping 

theatre greatly constraints military activities as every action and inaction of the military is 

subjected to greater scrutiny by these rights groups.  Consequently, peacekeeping troops are 

mostly confined to their camps, conducting patrols only to secure the immediate vicinity of their 

camps or the Protection of Civilian Camps (PoC) sites and are more calculative of their actions  

especially pertaining to the use of force (UN, 2014).   
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Nature of peacekeeping operations.  Peacekeeping operations, over the generations, 

have metamorphosed from a purely militarized undertaking into more of civil operations 

(Bellamy, 2010).  Contemporary peacekeeping operations involve considerable civilian 

components with expertise in varied fields.  Bellamy (1996) and Sheehan (2008) therefore posit 

that soldiers will have to be adept at dealing with local parties in a peacekeeping theatre.  As a 

result, there is a fusion of civilian and military tasks all synchronized under the same time frame 

in the peacekeeping operations theatre. 

The object of military operations under UN PKO is not to defeat an enemy but rather to 

avoid hostilities, to facilitate communication between the parties, and to advance the process of 

reconciliation (Kenkel, 2013; UN 2015; UN, 2008).  The essence is that peacekeeping troops are 

deployed principally to stop an ongoing armed conflict, to bring an end to the conflict and as 

such, it will be paradoxical for the same force to be engaged in combat operations in the theatre.  

Tillet (1996) therefore notes that UN peacekeeping operations demand a fair-minded and 

impartial approach in an operational theatre characterized by distrust and suspicion among the 

protagonists.  Chesterman (2005) therefore concludes that the final goal in a peacekeeping 

theatre is not a tactical victory, but strategic peace. 

The demands on the military in a peacekeeping theatre, Goldwin (2005) notes mean that 

the modern world is witnessing a transformation in the role of the soldier, from use of force to 

negotiations and conciliation.  Bellany (2010) therefore concludes that traditional outright 

warfare is increasingly becoming an antithetical skill to soldiers deployed on peacekeeping 

operations.  A common thread going through peacekeeping operations is the need for the 

transformation of the individual soldier (Hoffman, 2006).  Military peacekeepers are expected to 

be robust enough to use force to protect populations under threat of violence while  
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simultaneously having the capacity to facilitate effective conciliation activities. 

   Peacekeeping and military training.  The lack of appropriate training is a repeating 

theme in research on military peacekeepers.  Training concerns raised include the need for more 

effective cultural training (Feldman, 2010), and training which is a better match with the 

mandate (Jelusic, 2007).  Military peacekeepers are initially trained to dominate an enemy, win a 

war, and fundamentally, to kill (Joint Doctrine, 2011; Ford, 2002).  Core military training is thus 

geared towards combat operations under all phases and conditions.  The current strategy for UN 

peacekeeping demands an increasing focus on peacekeeping related activities such as the 

protection of civilians which gradually ebbs away the traditional focus of military training 

(HIPPO Report, 2015). 

Soldiers in peacekeeping operations require skills to facilitate closer relations with the 

local population and this reduces them to nothing more than armed police forces (Joint Doctrine, 

2011).  Galtung (1976)) in his landmark study of Norwegian peacekeeping troops stationed in 

Lebanon and the Congo established that troops requested for better police training than better 

military training, in order to be effective in the peacekeeping theatre.  Kernic (1999) in a similar 

context argues that the difference in skills needed for peacekeeping operations have a numbing 

effect on soldiers ability to fight and execute the warrior ethos in them.  A continuation of this 

practice could eventually undermine their combat capabilities (Kernic, 1999).  As a result, some 

militaries, instead of requesting that their soldiers are better trained in the softer or civilian skills, 

demand tougher combat training for their soldiers before and during peacekeeping operations 

(Joint Doctrine, 2011; Kernic, 1999).  

The peacekeeping operational theatre also puts emphasis on the reliance on the principles  

of consent, impartiality and the minimum use of force.  Woodhouse (1998) examination of how  
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the psychology of conflict resolution has impacted on peacekeepers argues that new types of 

routine duties (such as mediation and arbitration) do not come naturally to conventional military 

personnel, and that personnel will require considerable óshifts in traditional or conventional 

military culture toward a culture or psychology suitable for peacekeeping.  As a result of these 

factors, some militaries could be resistant to the pressures of institutional change. 

Gooren, studying the Dutch military, argues that militaries are strongly attached to 

traditions; to familiar embedded practices, and to standard operational procedures that have 

withstood the test of time (Gooren, 2006).  Militaries that are engaged in combat operations 

therefore see peacekeeping operations as a deviation from their core norms; what the military 

train for (Joint Doctrine, 2011; Marina, 2016).  Diehl (2008) thus establishes that the 

requirements for effective military training for peacekeeping operations are one of the challenges 

that face peacekeeping in the twenty-first century.  

Traditional military training for PKOs places emphasis on a complex set of more 

diplomatic skills, interpersonal and intergroup relations, communications, negotiation, with a 

mix of combat and political skills (Chesterman, 2005; Diehl, 2008; UN, 2008).  Kotia (2015) 

notes that the military in peace operations often work in very hostile and difficult multi-cultural 

societies and as a result, there is the need for troops nominated for peacekeeping operations to be 

effectively trained on the dynamics of the conflict as well as the socio-cultural paradigms of the 

area in order to enable them effectively implement their mandates. Understanding and 

appreciating the particular culture of the people is deemed crucial to the success of the military 

deployed in a peacekeeping mission.  As a result, the training requirements of troops for 

peacekeeping operations are different from those of conventional military training.  

In peacekeeping operations, soldiers are often confronted with incidents that require  



IMPACT OF UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING ON COMBAT   77 

 
 

restraint in the use of force, impartiality in action and the resolution of crisis by mediation 

(DPKO, 2000).  Kotia (2015) emphasizes that there is the need for militaries to understand and 

appreciate the local cultural sensibilities of the host communities as disregard for these cultural 

sensitivities of the people, could have dire consequences.  Similarly, Erskine (1990) emphasizes 

the vital importance of pre-deployment training for African Armed forces, noting that 

traditionally, the training of soldiers has tended to centre on techniques and strategies in 

conventional warfare and consequently advises a redirection of training efforts to reflect relevant 

techniques in peacekeeping. There exists sufficient evidence to suggest that training in non-

traditional military skills assists military peacekeepers in adapting to new roles and 

responsibilities encountered in deployment zones (UN, 2015). 

The UN Integrated Training Service assessment recommends a considerable need 

amongst military peacekeepers for further training of non-traditional skills (UN, 2008).  These 

qualities include patience, restraint, advocacy, and approachable personality and with a good 

sense of humour.  The effects of peace operations on a soldierôs ability to maintain military and 

combat skills through training has been a source of concern; military analysts and personnel have 

noticed mixed effects on soldiersô skills and thus on readiness.  Nina (2000) in this regards notes 

that the longer the deployment, the greater the deterioration of skills.   

Contemporary peacekeeping is fundamentally a political undertaking, whose essential 

question is how to support a political process between parties who have been at war with each  

other (Guéhenno, 2008).  The political essence of contemporary peacekeeping means PKOs is 

one tool among several others that the UN uses to support the political process as part of a 

broader strategy achieving durable peace.  

From this examination of the practitioner and academic literature, it can be deduced that  
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because of the demands of peacekeeping operations, new skills are being imparted on to soldiers, 

which is changing their fundamental roles, responsibilities and identities.  The ócosmopolitan 

soldierô required for peacekeeping as espoused by Kaldor (2001) explains such tasks are being 

between soldiering and policing.  In effect, under contemporary PKOs the military component is 

reduced to performing nothing more than policing roles.  There has thus been fear that, if ótrained 

downô to do peacekeeping roles, troops may be unable to handle their primary mission - the 

mounting of conventional military operations (Joint Doctrine, 2011). 

Moskos (1976) is of the view that soldiers on peacekeeping duties, trained in the skills of 

fighting and lethal weaponry had proved to be readily available to the practices of the 

constabulary ethic.  He assesses the different roles of ósoldierly honourô and peacekeeper to be a 

fact of life for peacekeeping operations, and actually a benefit, arguing that it is because of, 

rather than in spite of such differences that the institution building of viable peacekeeping forces 

has been facilitated by the standards of modern military professionalism (Moskos, 1976).  

The Military in Peacekeeping.  The above considerations naturally make it necessary 

for a critique to be made of available literature on the role the military plays in PKO.  This is 

essential in enabling a fuller picture to be developed on how such roles impact on the core ethos 

of the noble profession of arms.  A former UN Secretary General Dag Hammarskjöld once 

remarked that peacekeeping is not a job for soldiers but only soldiers can do it (DPKO, 2009; 

UN, 2008).  This statement infers to the challenges inherent in a peacekeeping theatre for troops 

deployed into those missions.    

Present day peacekeeping missions are increasingly becoming civilian undertakings. 

Nonetheless, UN peacekeeping is at a point of increasing complexity brought about by an 

increasingly volatile and lethal operating environment and the military component remains an 
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important and a necessary ingredient to the success of a peacekeeping mission. Ultimately, much 

of peacekeeping is a soldier's job because only a soldier can keep the belligerents apart to create 

the necessary conditions for the other components to facilitate the peaceful resolution of the 

conflict by other actors (Pinar, 2006; HIPPO, 2015).  Military forces serving in UN 

peacekeeping operations, euphemistically called ñblue helmetsò or ñblue beretsò because of their 

distinctive headgear, are a critical part of the multidimensional response (Ghali, 1992; UN, 

2003). 

The primary function of the military component in a PKO is to provide a secure 

environment so that the other elements of the peace process can be implemented, including the 

monitoring of human rights, national reconciliation and institution building, and the distribution 

of humanitarian assistance (Sheehan, 2008).  In first generation PKO, the military serves as an 

interposition force between the hostile parties (Katsumi, 2016).  This involves placing a UN 

military presence between warring parties to prevent a recurrence of hostilities (Kenkel, 2013).  

Interposition often leads to the creation of a buffer zone to separate the hostile parties from each 

other.   

Marina (2016) points out that the military is also employed to provide the necessary 

secure atmosphere for peacemaking and other political negotiations to take place by preventing 

further violence.  The military component executes these tasks through control of movement and 

access through checkpoints, provide armed escort for delivery of humanitarian aid, and facilitates 

access by acting as liaison with hostile parties, as well as monitoring and reporting on violations 

of human rights (Kotia, 2015; UNMISS SOP, 2016).  These roles are executed principally by  

means of  patrolling, both static and mobile patrols.  

The military in peacekeeping is also charged with the responsibility to assist with  
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disarmament and demobilization of former combatants (UNMIL, 2009).  The reintegration of 

former combatants, though is a civilian function, both roles are inter-linked and interdependent.  

The enforcement of sanctions authorized by the Security Council, particularly arms and materiel 

embargoes, may be tasked to a military component of a peacekeeping operation. The military 

component executes tasks pertaining to security sector reform and related issues especially in 

states where there was a breakdown of these institutions.  

In multi-dimensional and integrated missions, the military helps the civilian component 

in human rights monitoring by observing, gathering information and reporting violations to UN 

civilian or political authorities (UNMISS SOP, 2016).  The military component also performs 

humanitarian assistance tasks by providing security and protection for humanitarian relief 

operations.  This may take the form of ensuring freedom of movement, convoy escorts, 

protection of humanitarian personnel and storage sites, among other assistance as required.  As 

part of the requirements to foster good will, military contingents also undertake humanitarian 

activities on their own, using resources under the auspices of Civil Military Coordination 

(CIMIC) activities to assist local communities by providing them with basic social amenities.  

Some governments consider this humanitarian dimension an essential part of their peacekeeping 

contribution and, often, an important factor in mobilizing national support for the military 

deployment (UNMISS SOP, 2016).  

Protection of civilians under imminent threat of attack or violence is the emergent  

dominant role of the military in PKO (UNMISS Mandate 2016; Marina, 2016).  This trend is 

informed by the failure of UN peacekeeping forces to prevent the Rwandan genocide and the 

Srebrenica massacre in the 1990s. As a result, the UN began to shift its position and link the 

credibility of missions in the eyes of the local population to the missionôs perceived willingness 
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to actively protect civilians (Guéhenno, 2016; Marina, 2016).  Since 1999 when the first 

protection mandate was issued for the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), the Security 

Council has authorized most UN peacekeeping operations to ñuse all necessary meansò for ñthe 

protection of civilians under imminent threat of physical violence,ò under a Chapter VII Mandate 

(Marina, 2016). 

The military, in performing these roles, is expected to be more civil than combatant in 

conduct.  Contrary to military concept of operations, the military is thus expected to put up 

conduct akin to that of a civil police. The military is required to follow rigidly laid down 

sequence of activities in the discharge of their roles (Findlay, 2002; UN, 2016). For example, 

when an isolated shot does occur, the response is to lodge a complaint with the UN as one would 

to a civil police force, rather than to return appropriate fire.  Shots are therefore treated more as 

criminal matters than a threat that demands an immediate action as traditional military training 

and practice stipulates.  

Soldiers in PKOs act as policemen, maintaining a stable and orderly background against 

which combatants come to rely not on force of arms, but on recourse to the adjudication of a 

neutral third party.  In view of this, Khusrav, Justin, Todd, and Hirofumi (2015) contend that the 

vast majority of troops in UN peacekeeping operations mostly from developing countries are 

unable or unwilling to fulfill protection mandates at risk of their own safety.  UN PKOs are 

therefore constabulary interventions, hence are regarded as operations other than war (Joint 

Doctrine, 2011; US, 1999).  

 Soldiers are principally warriors.  Fetherston and Nordstrum (1995) note that the warrior 

ethic is instilled in all soldiers.  The warrior ethic in soldiers entails to be effective in combat an  

army needs its members to have a self-perception of warriors as fighters; and the army as a  
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whole needs to be imbued with the characteristic spirit or ethos, of the fighting warrior: the 

desire to close in with the enemy and kill him (Kiszely, 2007).  It is this warrior ethos that is the 

overriding identity of the military.  This ethos can be explained through national militaries 

pledges of allegiance óto go where ever ordered; by land, air or sea even at the peril of my lifeô as 

is the case in the GAF.   However, new challenges in deployments mean new challenges to 

identity.  In war, soldiers are sent to defeat an enemy.  In peacekeeping operations, soldiers are 

sent to help defeat a conflict but not an enemy.  Kiszely (2007) therefore concludes that the 

peacekeeping equivalent of dead enemy soldiers and ground gained is violence and growing trust 

between former enemies abated.   

From the above critique, there are some major differences between traditional military 

skills and the requirements for peacekeeping.  Apart from internal security operations, military 

training, activities, and logistics is principally built around combat operations against enemy 

forces.  Ford (2002) in this wise aptly notes that army doctrine and training is focused on how to 

fight and win wars, not on peacekeeping operations.  Consequently, there are a number of clear 

tensions between the role of the soldier in traditional military culture and that of the soldier in 

UN peacekeeping operations. 

  Peacekeeping roles involve a psychological transformation of the soldier from an 

adversarial concept to a pacific role; and from confrontation to third party neutral imposition 

(Chesterman, 2005; Kenkel, 2013).  This has consequently engendered the emergence of a new 

type of soldier divorced from the warrior culture (Kernic, 1999).  The nature of UN 

peacekeeping operations not only challenges the traditional concept of soldiering but also 

challenges soldiersô self-esteem as warriors (Joint Doctrine, 2011).  

Peacekeeping involves the psychological change from an adversary to a pacific role; and  
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from confrontation to third party imposition.  Working in peacekeeping zones is a complex 

process of balancing coercive inducements with positive inducements; of supplementing military 

containment and humanitarian relief roles, and of promoting civic action (Woodhouse, 1999). 

Franke, (2003) argues in this regard that these factors have called into question the traditional 

meaning of soldier especially the combat-orientated warrior identity.  Role conflict is thus 

intrinsic to all peacekeeping operations.  This ambiguity can be challenging to the psyche of 

peacekeeping troops for combat operations.  

In PKO, there are no enemies to vanquish and as such an exhilaration of victory cannot 

be experienced; the objective in peacekeeping is to avoid hostilities, to improve communication 

between the parties, and to advance the process of reconciliation (DPKO, 2009).  Hills (2001) 

therefore contends that this mixed identity of soldiers deployed in peacekeeping operations is not 

only felt at the tactical level but also at the level of national military structures.  Hills (2001) 

again concludes that over indulgence in peacekeeping style deployments could result in forces 

becoming a ógendarmerieô, with a diminished reputation for combat operations.  

Chiyuki, Cedric, and Thakur (2007) in a similar vein recognized the changing nature of 

contemporary peacekeeping by stating that peacekeeping after the Cold War has become more 

complex and integrated which involves multifaceted operations.  This has resulted in unintended 

consequences to all stake holders in the operations.  Curran and Woodhouse (2007) also argue 

that in order for cosmopolitan peacekeeping to be effective, operations require the integration of 

both óhardô and ósoftô power roles hence the requirement for soldiers to increasingly adopt a 

pacifist than combative role. 

Rules of engagement.  Rules of Engagement (ROE) define the guidelines for the military  

commander and forces committed concerning when the use of force is authorized and to what  
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extent (Curran & Holtom, 2015; Findlay, 2002; Joint Doctrine, 2013; UNMISS, 2014).  The 

ROE delineate the circumstances and limitations under which forces will initiate force and/or 

continue combat engagement with other forces while executing its mandated activities 

(UNMISS, 2014).  The ROE are also designated as a subset of the law of war, a part of 

international law that regulates the conduct of armed hostilities and violators can be held to 

account for their actions (Findlay, 2002; Marina, 2016; Nina, 2000).   

The desire of UN ROE for peacekeepers is to limit the use of military force to prevent an 

escalation of the situation beyond a politically acceptable means.  ROE dictate that peacekeepers 

use of force must comply with international legal principles of proportionality, minimum use of 

force and no risk of collateral damage (UNMISS, 2014).  The use and degree of force by the 

military component however depends on the Mandate of the Mission.  The rules of engagement 

for peacekeeping operation specifies the different levels of force that can be used in various 

circumstances, how each level of force should be used and the level of authorization that may 

need to be obtained from commanders (Findlay, 2002; UNMISS, 2014).  

UN ROE stipulates that peacekeepers are enjoined to use minimum force and such force 

must be used only in self defense (Chesterman, 2005; Pinar, 2006; UN, 2003).  The doctrinal 

approach to use of force has however, changed over time.  In a significant development for post 

Cold War peacekeeping, the use of force has increasingly graduated from self defence to defence 

of the Mandate and protection of civilians under imminent threat of violence (Guéhenno , 2016; 

Katsumi, 2016; UN, 2015; UNMISS, 2014).   

The principle of self defense is inherent in all generations of peacekeeping operations.   

Peacekeepers are enjoined to use force but in a controlled and sequential manner. Fire orders are  

to indicate definite targets and state the number of rounds to be fired; and troops are enjoined to  
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fire to incapacitate rather than to kill (Findlay, 2002; UNMISS, 2014).  The ROE further specify 

the use of force should be in a progressive manner, up to and including deadly force (Auerswald 

& Saiderman, 2012; Chesterman, 2005; Findlay, 2002; UNMISS, 2014).   

Troops are also enjoined to use alternatives to use of force such as negotiating with the 

threat or resorting to assistance of local authorities; troops are further required to warn the threat 

before resort to use of force.  The graduated sequence to use of force per UNMISS (2014) 

procedure is as follows: 

(a)  Verbal Negotiation and/or visual demonstration. 

(b)  Use of unarmed force. 

(c)  Charge weapons in order to deter the threat continuing with any aggressive intent. 

(d)  Fire of warning shots into the air. 

(e)  Use of minimum armed force, on receipt of orders from the on-scene commander. 

(f) A final warning must be issued in the following format before resort to force: óUnited 

Nations, stop or I fireô. 

Though troops are not enjoined to follow through these requirements stroke-for-stroke 

the use of force largely remains reactive than offensive in nature to seize the initiative from the 

adversary (UN 2015; UN 2014).  This practice with respect to use of force is the obverse of a 

military deployed for combat operations. 

The misuse of force risks destabilizing peacekeeping operations and causing an 

uncontrolled and violent transition to peace enforcement.  Wider Peacekeeping doctrine 

emphasizes that the consequences of using force reach far beyond the immediate tactical 

situation.  Cheesterman, (2005) and Findlay, (2002) both note that the use of force to attain a 

short-term tactical success could lead to a long-term strategic failure as it could heighten tension, 
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polarize public opinion against the operation and participants, foreclose negotiating 

opportunities, prejudice the perceived impartiality of the peace operation force, and escalate the 

overall level of violence.  The implications for both military and civilian third parties intervening 

in a conflict are that long-term solutions are built on consent of belligerents, not on coercion. 

Measures taken in self-defense should be calculated to enhance the bargaining position of 

negotiators rather than undermine them (Clarke & Herbst 1996; Hultman et al. 2013; Salverda 

2013). 

Force used by peacekeepers must be calculated to reduce the incentives of belligerents to 

use force, building on the principles of consent and impartiality. United Nations ROE for 

peacekeepers stipulates that pre-emptive self-defence against an anticipated attack must be 

supported by credible evidence or information that justifies the belief that hostile units were 

about to launch an attack (UNMISS, 2014).  Use of force must also be based on the principle of 

military necessity, and must be minimum and proportionate to the threat (Cheesterman, 2005; 

Findlay, 2002; UNMISS, 2014).  United Nations ROE for peacekeepers stipulates that pre-

emptive self-defence against an anticipated attack must be supported by credible evidence or 

information that justifies the belief that hostile units were about to launch an attack (UNMISS, 

2014).  Use of force must also be based on the principle of military necessity, and must be 

minimum and proportionate to the threat (Cheesterman, 2005; Findlay, 2002; UNMISS, 2014).     

United Nations ROE for peacekeepers stipulates that pre-emptive self-defence against an 

anticipated attack must be supported by credible evidence or information that justifies the belief 

that hostile units were about to launch an attack (UNMISS, 2014).  Use of force must also be 

based on the principle of military necessity, and must be minimum and proportionate to the 

threat (Cheesterman, 2005; Findlay, 2002; UNMISS, 2014).  The use of deadly force has been 
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the exception than the norm in UN PKO.  The ROE and the right to self defense is often highly 

controlled and regulated especially by the civilian bureaucracy in contemporary PKO.  Troops 

are required to be reactive than proactive, and defensive than offensive.   

Meanwhile, one of the key tenets of military operations is to be proactive in order to gain 

the initiative from the enemy; no military wins wars by only reacting to the enemyôs offensives. 

With the uncertainty that peacekeeping operations brings therefore, commanders try to maintain 

much control and fail to grant the authority needed to the subordinate commanders on the ground 

to exercise initiative.  With the uncertainty that peacekeeping operations brings therefore, 

commanders try to maintain much control and fail to grant the authority needed to the 

subordinate commanders on the ground.  Peacekeeping troops have in many instances lost their 

lives or humiliated by been taken hostage due to the reactive disposition of troops.  

The United Nations has generally been reluctant to allow military units under command 

to use force (Chesterman, 2005).  All UN operations have been based on the premise that 

peaceful and not enforcement methods will be used to achieve solutions in conflict and violence 

situations.   A peacekeeping soldier may use his weapon only in defence of his life or in 

conjunction with his fellow soldiers to defend UN positions and/or property against attack 

(UNMISS, 2014).  Such action is only meant to be taken in the event of physical attack and then 

only as a last resort; it is not for UN troops to initiate the action. 

The use of force beyond self defence remains the preserve of the Force Commander only 

(UNMISS, 2014).  Investigations are often carried out and sanctions meted out to defaulting 

units/soldier(s) found culpable of inappropriate use of force (UNMISS, 2014).  This sometimes 

causes apprehensions in troops on when to use force or delay in use of force. This predisposes 

national military contingents to be more cautious in their actions, especially pertaining to the use 
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of force as military actions have often been the subject of enquiry in peacekeeping theatres and 

individual soldiers or an entire contingent could be punished for any action/inaction.  There have 

been embarrassing situations in UN PKOs for which peacekeepers have been killed, or taken 

hostage because they failed to act appropriately partly due to concerns over their personal/ 

contingent interests (Katsumi, 2016; Marina, 2016; Morgan, 2015). 

Troopsô action, as a result, could be lethargic when they are required or expected to use 

decisive force characteristic of military operations.  For example, Chinese troops, having lost 2 

of their colleagues, abandoned their defensive positions at Protection of Civilian (PoC) locations 

on 10 and 11 July 2016 when fighting erupted between government and opposition troops in 

Juba, South Sudan (Special Report, 2016).  Orders issued from the UNMISS Force Headquarters 

(FHQ) for a quick reaction force to intervene and rescue civilians, including UN staff trapped in 

the Terrain Camp by armed elements, were flatly turned down by each national contingent of 

UNMISS deployed in Juba (Special Report, 2016). 

The Kenya Force Commander (FC) was subsequently relieved of his appointment due to 

failure of the peacekeeping force to appropriately react to the violence that wrecked the capital in 

2016 (Special Report, 2016).  The government of Kenya responded to the UN decision to sack its 

General by withdrawing its entire contingent from UNMISS.  This lends credence to the realist 

assertion that nation-states remain the dominant actors in the international stage.  National 

contingents in PKO have often resorted to their home governments for guidance contrary to UN 

rules which stipulates that all militaries deployed to UN PKOs are under the operational control 

of the UN Secretary General (Joint Doctrine, 2011; Serafino, 2000; UN, 2009). 

The requirements on the use of force as stipulated in UN ROE for peacekeepers are at  

variance with core military training and orientation on the conduct of operations in hostile  
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territories (Findlay, 2002; Joint Doctrine, 2011; UN, 2003; UN, 1990; US, 1999). Thakur (1988) 

argues that these limitations on the use of force in a war zone reduce peacekeepers to armed 

police roles because peacekeepers have no military objectives, are barred from active combat, 

are located between rather than in opposition to hostile elements, and they negotiate rather than 

fight. 

In relation to the use of Force, military organizations understand the use of violent force 

as the fundamental source of power and core military training is oriented toward the use of force 

to kill and win wars.  Jelusic (2007) suggests that the discrepancy between military training to 

win a war by killing enemies and the work of peacekeepers can be schizophrenic.  Sion (2006) in 

a research on Swiss soldiers concluded that Swiss soldiers perceive peacekeeping as overly 

ófeminineô (2006).  One of the greatest generals and military theorist, Carl von Clausewitz (1968) 

contends that ólet us not hear of generals who conquer without bloodshedò (p. 25).  Yet, this is 

the requirement imposed on troops in PKO.  The capacity to fight a war is the fundamental 

purpose of military forces and this sets them apart from other security services.  

Motivations for peacekeeping.  Many reasons account for the decision by nation-states 

to deploy their militaries for peacekeeping operations in a given country or geo-political zone 

(Donald, Daniel, Patricia, & Sharon, 2008; Findlay, 1996; Walter, 2007).  Bellany and Paul 

(2012) note that nation-states make choices about where to deploy their militaries for 

international operations based on their national interest.  The motives of states in deciding to 

participate in peacekeeping are invariably mixed but as Cosgrave (2003) asserts, national 

interests determine priorities at the global and theatre level.  Many factors also serve as 

motivation on the personal decision, desire or journey of soldiers to becoming a  

Peacekeeper (Bellany & Paul, 2012).  
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At the individual level, a major motivation for soldiers desiring to go on PKO is because 

of the financial incentives (Bellany & Paul, 2012).  The UN pays soldiers deployed in 

peacekeeping missions some allowances.  Each soldier in a UN PKO, with effect from 1 July 

2017 is entitled to a monthly allowance of $ 1410 (General Assembly, 2015).  The UN, however, 

does not pay this money directly to the soldiers but transferred into the account of the 

government of each Troop Contributing Country (TCC) who in turn pay it to their troops 

deployed in the mission (Birikorang, 2007). In effect, the money used to pay the soldiers 

allowances is not withdrawn directly from the UN account, but withdrawn from the coffers of the 

respective TCC.  The UN thus pays peacekeeping troops via their national authorities.  

Respective TCCs however, pay their troops deployed in PKO either a part, all, or more 

depending on the strength of its national economy and priorities (Birikorang, 2007, Erskine, 

1989; UN, 2015).  Ghanaian peacekeeping troops for example, with effect from January 2017 are 

paid a daily allowance of $35, which adds up to an approximate total amount of $ 1085 a month 

(Operation Sunrise, 2018).  In order to prevent troops from wasting their money on frivolous 

items, Ghanaian troops are not paid their allowances monthly; the money is kept by the Battalion 

paymaster and its only paid out to the soldiers in bulk when they are about to rotate back home.  

Payment of this money, popularly referred to as óearned dollarô among troops is normally the 

climax of the operation for participating troops. Unlike other countries who convert the US 

dollars paid by the UN into their respective local currencies to pay their personnel, in the case of 

Ghana, troops are paid their allowances in dollars.  This very much cherished óAmerican Dollarô 

or the óBenjaminsô as it is humorously referred to, is the dream and major motivation to  

every soldier deployed to a PKO and therefore, brings a lot of joy to troops when paid. 

Aside this monthly allowance paid by the UN via the respective TCC governments,  
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soldiers also receive from the peacekeeping mission a daily allowance of $1.28 (General 

Assembly, 2015; Operation Sunrise, 2018).  The daily in mission allowance of $1.28 popularly 

known as ólocalô among Ghanaian troops, is paid directly to troops by the UN;  the allowance is  

added up and paid to the soldiers at the end of the month to cater for their minor in-mission 

expenses. Troops are also paid a recreational leave allowance of $157.50 per soldier for every six 

months (Operation Sunrise, 2018).  In the case of Ghanaian troops, it is worthy of note that these 

allowances paid to troops deployed in a PKO is without any prejudice to their salaries and 

allowances back home as they continue to receive their full entitlements even while deployed in 

the peacekeeping theatre.  

 The peacekeeping allowances serve as an invaluable welfare package that greatly 

supplements troopsô salaries.  In a quantitative study using personnel of the Second Infantry 

Battalion, Ayawine (2013) established that the financial gain arising from these UN allowances 

to troops deployed on UN missions is the main motivating factor why soldiers desire to go on 

PKO.  The research further established that this UN allowance is the major source of income 

from which troops use to fund the construction of their houses and for other investments 

(Ayawine, 2013).  Galtung (1976) in this same perspective also concludes that in PKOs troopsô 

main focus is on what they themselves will gain.   

Erskine (1989) also confirms that the GAF deployment to the United Nations Interim 

Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) has greatly helped to óimprove the living standards of our troops; for 

once they could afford freezers, cookers, hi-fi systems, television sets, and all sorts of household 

items normally too expensive for  

themô (p. 156). Troops are able to afford these items from the allowances that they earn from the  

PKO.  Foley and Steinberg (1998) in a study on Operation Joint Endeavour in Bosnia also  
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confirmed that deployment on PKO has a positive impact on troopsô finances. 

Research further shows that apart from the financial incentives, soldiers have also cited 

the opportunity to travel, see new cultures, and learn new skills as the other motivations to gol on 

PKOs (Bellany & Paul, 2012; Erskine, 1989).  PKOs expose troops to higher levels of military 

art and practise by enabling personnel operate alongside other comparatively advanced 

militaries.  Findlay (1996), Mulloy (2007) and Erskine (1989) all confirm that participating in 

PKOs gives invaluable training and higher level multi-national command opportunities of large 

and complex operations to officers especially from the developing world which would otherwise 

not have been possible.  Generals Erskine, Obeng, Sanziri, and Dela-Sakyi for example, are all 

Ghanaian officers who have had the rare opportunity and privilege of commanding UN multi-

national forces whose overall size may be bigger and logistics, much more modern and effective 

than currently available in the GAF. 

At the national level, economic motives are also a major driving force that explains why 

governments from developing countries deploy their militaries to PKOs (David, 2010).  The UN 

allowances for each soldiers deployed to a PKO is paid directly to the government of that TCC.  

The UN has no role in determining the amount respective TCCs pay their troops; each 

government determines how much to pay its troops.  Whereas governments from Europe, 

America and other developed economies do supplement this allowance, governments from 

developing countries principally from Africa and Asia on the other hand often pay their 

personnel less than the amount that the UN pays for each soldier deployed (Bellany & Paul, 

2012; Birikorang, 2017; Erskine, 1989). 

The Sri Lanka Army for example earned more than  $161 million from UN peacekeeping  

missions since 2004 (UNMISS Broadcast, 2018).  In this perspective, Birikorang (2007) in his  
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discourse on óGhanaôs Regional Security Policy: Costs, Benefits and Consistencyô asserts that 

óthe difference in the amount the UN pays the government of Ghana and the amount the 

government pays its troops, is used by the government of Ghana to support the budget (P.8).  As 

already indicated, Ghanaian troops, with effect from January 2017, are paid an average amount 

of $ 1085 a month out of the $ 1410 a month that the UN pays Ghana for each soldier deployed.  

The difference is used to support national development efforts.   

 The UN, following the adoption of the wet lease reimbursement systems pays TCCs 

specified rates for use of their Contingent Owned Equipment (COE) deployed to a peacekeeping 

mission (UN, 1996).  The same amount is paid to all TCCs for same category of equipment and 

facilities, provided the equipment meets the stated UN specifications (Contingent Owned 

Equipment Manual, 2018).  In this case, some TCCs especially from the developing world are 

driven by the financial motive as these reimbursements from the UN are used to support their 

national budgets (Bellany & Paul, 2012).  The reimbursements, both from the savings made on 

personnelôsô allowances and especially from use of the COE has served as an avenue for getting 

much needed foreign exchange to supplement key areas of the national budget.  Though getting 

access to the exact amount the UN pays Ghana for reimbursements is restricted information, the 

amount is very substantial, in millions of dollars. 

There is also an institutional motivation to the security services participating in PKO 

(Bellany & Paul, 2012). Governments from developing countries such as Ghana use PKOs as an 

avenue to seek donor funding to train their personnel as well as get logistic support (Birikorang, 

2007).  Irrespective of the motivations however, once states commit to UN peacekeeping, there 

is the tendency for them to develop institutional mechanisms to sustain the practice and for it to  

become ingrained in the psyche of its personnel (Davis & Mark, 1997). 
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Summary 

This chapter began with an examination of the various research paradigm assumptions. 

The ontological, epistemological, axiological and methodological assumptions were scrutinized. 

The study is conducted on the premise that that there are multiple realities and truth as 

constructed by persons within the social context of their lives hence there is no objective reality 

or single version of truth but as stated by the individualôs experience. The goal of the 

phenomenological study is to precisely describe a phenomenon as it is experienced and exists in 

the individual consciousness of the participants based n the understanding that each personôs 

social reality is unique and valid, within his or her own perception of a situation. The 

methodology assumed that the respondents answered all questions during the in-depth interviews 

with complete honesty and with minimal interruptions. 

The realist (Morgenthau, 1976; Mearsheimer, 2001), cosmopolitan (Woodhouse& 

Ramsbotham, 2005), systems (Waltz (1959),and military theoretical (Høiback 2012;Virgo, 2011) 

frameworks were used as foundations for the study.  The realist theory is built on the premise 

that the international context of relations between and among nation states is largely anarchic 

hence the need for every nation-state to develop and maintain a viable military to defend its 

interest.  The systems theory provided a framework for analysing the impact of PKO at 3 

different levels: the individual (soldier), the system (military) and the state (country).  The 

cosmopolitan framework outlined the demands placed on peacekeepers to meet certain prevalent 

norms and how the pursuit of these norms and values impact on military conduct of operations.  

The military theory provided the framework for examining how the conduct of UN PKO relates 

with, and is at variance with core military roles.  These theories were deemed appropriate for the 

study as all the parameters of the study is adequately captured.  

The reviewed literature showed that focus on UN PKO by a military directly and  
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indirectly affects the direction of its training regimen.  UN PKOs demands a certain behavior 

trait of peacekeepers towards promoting cosmopolitan values.  The UN therefore requires 

participating militaries to train in the softer aspects of military craft.  Peacekeeping training 

focuses on issues such as rule of law, gender, human rights, negotiations, conciliation, rules of 

engagement among others.  The use of force or combat operations is therefore not one of the key 

training requirements for UN peacekeeping troops.  Peacekeeping troops are regulated on the use 

of force by the rules of engagement.  These rules of engagement specify the conditions and 

imitations on the use of force. Any inappropriate use of force is investigated and any one or 

unit/contingent found culpable is severely dealt with.  

The international peacekeeping response to breaches of peace and security has evolved 

steadily since the first peacekeeping operation in 1948.  UN peacekeeping operations have grown 

in complexity and scope from largely military observer missions to multi-dimensional operations 

overseeing the implementation of comprehensive peace agreements.  The major motivating 

factor why countries or militaries participate in PKO others is the economic motive. Countries 

gain a lot financially from the reimbursements that the UN pays the respective TCCs for use of 

their equipment and personnel under the wet lease concept.  é..  . 
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Chapter 3: Methodology 

This section further describes the procedures that were adopted in conducting the study. 

Issues discussed here include study design, research questions, population and sampling strategy, 

research instrument, data collection procedures, data analysis, as well as ethical issues.  

Research Design 

The qualitative research design was used for the research.   The qualitative research 

enables for a socially constructed nature of reality, the intimate relationship between the 

researcher and what is studied [peacekeeping], and the situational constraints that shape inquiry 

(Denzin & Lincoln, 2013).  The qualitative design was chosen for this study in order to help 

navigate an exploratory investigation into the stated phenomenon, UN peacekeeping operations.   

Qualitative study may be delineated with reference to four major research paradigms with 

each paradigm encompassing multiple perspectives within the overall tradition. These paradigms 

according to Denzin and Lincoln (2013) are: 

 (a) Positivist and Post-positivist.  

(b) Constructivist-interpretative.  

(c) Critical (Marxist/Emancipatory). 

(d) Feminist-post structural (Denzin & Lincoln 2013). 

Based on existing literature on peacekeeping operations and international relations, this 

research was based on the constructivist-interpretative paradigm. Although there has been a shift 

towards quantitative methods and a mix of both qualitative and quantitative methods (Creswell, 

2009; Tomforde, 2005) the qualitative method proved most appropriate for the study.  

The qualitative research design was deemed most appropriate for the study because it 

best provides the means to address the issues in the study.  This is an explorative study and the 
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qualitative approach was deemed the most appropriate means to use when the nature of the 

research questions requires some exploration (Stake, 1995).  The qualitative approach was also 

considered the best approach because the essence of the study is to understand a given situation 

but not to generalize the results (Creswell, 2009).  

Another rationale for adopting the qualitative mode for the study was because the 

qualitative design is considered the most appropriate approach for addressing óhowô questions 

rather than óhow manyô (Kumar, 2006; Slevitch , 2011; Sun, 2009).  The problem of this research 

was to establish óhowô UN PKOs affect the combat orientation of participating militaries hence 

the qualitative methodology was deemed suitable for the study.  The qualitative design offered a 

greater depth to the issues under consideration in the research as a significant amount of 

participant experiences was elicited through in-depth interviews.  To distance the researcher 

from those being researched as pertains in a quantitative study would have a negative effect on 

the entire process. 

 Creswell (2007) notes that one of the chief reasons for conducting a qualitative study is 

that the study is exploratory.  This research is an exploratory one that seeks to establish the 

dynamics of UN PKO and its impact on the combat disposition of participating militaries hence 

the qualitative approach best serves the purpose of the study.   

The qualitative methodology was also considered appropriate for the study because a 

researcherôs own personal training and experiences could influence a choice of methodology 

(Creswell, 2009).  The researcher is himself an officer with profound peacekeeping experience. 

The qualitative methodology thus helped create openness by encouraging the sample officers to 

simulate their individual experiences and expand on their responses on PKO to enable a detailed 

picture of the situation to be built.  
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Creswell (2009) again notes that a research design should be driven by the research  

questions asked and the evidence needed to answer those questions. Quantitative methodology, 

although may give a solid statistical account of some issues involved in peacekeeping operations, 

would not capture the real meaning of the social behavior (Fortna, 2008).  The qualitative design 

provided the most useful framework for the collection and analysis of the primary data that 

helped best answer the research questions.  The research questions asked in this study along with 

the evidence available to answer them were thus best addressed through the qualitative approach.  

The qualitative methodology emphasizes the researcherôs role as an active participant and 

indeed, the instrument for data collection, analysis and the interpretation of the findings 

(Creswell, 2005) and that was the case in this study entailed.  The approach allowed the 

researcher to use his personal experience in the field of peacekeeping to make deductive meaning 

out of the comments of the respondents. 

There are many approaches in qualitative studies.  Methodological approaches consistent 

with qualitative research include ethnography, phenomenology, narrative, grounded theory, case 

study, and action research (Padgett 2008).  Among the various approaches, the 

phenomenological approach was selected as the best approach for this study.  The 

phenomenological study enabled a description to be made of the meaning for several individuals 

of their lived experiences of the phenomenon (Creswell, 2007).   

The research focused on describing what all participants have in common and that 

enabled individual participants construct meaning from their personal experiences (Moerer-

Urdahl & Creswell, 2004). This study is aimed at understanding a participantôs experience of 

living in real life situations unlike in an experimental situation and phenomenology provides the 

medium to study the lived experience and to explore the meanings of peopleôs unique  
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experience(s).  

The phenomenological inquiry attempts to deal with inner experiences not examined in 

everyday life (Merriam, 2002). This approach was considered an appropriate method to help 

identify the meaning behind the human experiences as it related to the phenomenon (Creswell, 

2009).  Burns and Grove (2001) suggest phenomenology as the best approach when a researcher 

seeks to fully describe an experience as it is lived by a studyôs participant.  

The phenomenological approach provided the best medium for each participant to better 

explain their unique individual experiences of contemporary UN PKO and how that impact on 

the combat disposition of  the GAF.  The phenomenological approach seeks to discover how the 

individuals constructed meaning out of their respective human experience (Moerer-Urdahl & 

Creswell, 2004) and this served as a controlling influence in the writing of this dissertation.   

The study made use of both primary and secondary sources of data. Secondary data was 

used to set the theoretical foundation for the study. Secondary data was accessed from relevant 

published books, journals, military records/returns on PKO, and peer reviewed research work on 

the subject area as presented in Chapter 2. 

 Researchers bring their own worldviews, paradigms, or sets of beliefs to the research 

project, and these inform the conduct and writing of the qualitative study (Creswell, 2009). 

Observations also play a crucial role in qualitative studies which is necessary to enable the 

researcher to elucidate inferred meanings to issues (Creswell, 2009).  Qualitative research has a 

strong orientation to everyday events and/or the everyday knowledge of those under 

investigation.  The participants interviewed for the study were very conversant with UN PKOs 

and this enabled the researcher to explore how peacekeepers assess the impact of these UN 

operations on the military.  
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The qualitative research design however had some disadvantages.  The major constraint  

of this design is the fact that it is less easy to generalize the results across the entire population 

studied (Creswell, 2007; Slevitch, 2011; Sun, 2009).  It was also difficult to make systematic 

comparisons of the respondents when they gave widely differing responses that are highly 

subjective (Creswell, 2007).  This challenge was considered inconsequential to the study because 

the study was not interested in building up aggregates or quantifying issues but on the unique 

individual experiences of military personnel of the GAF and how they understood  a given 

phenomenon, UN peacekeeping operations.  

Another challenge to the use of the qualitative methodology was the fact that it does not 

lend itself to correlation based studies (Cohen, 2007; Nsowah-Nuamah, 2005; Vincent, 2010; 

Sun, 2011).  Correlational research is a statistical investigation concerning the relationships of 

variables (Nsowah-Nuamah, 2005; Vincent, 2010).  A correlation enables a researcher to 

ascertain whether, and to what extent, there is a degree of association between two or more 

variables (Cohen, 2007; Sun, 2011).  This limitation with the methodology prevented the 

researcher from establishing a direct correlation between UN PKO and the combat capabilities of 

the GAF.  However, careful attention to detail and rigour in the use of the qualitative method 

ensured that the findings from the research were credible and reliable (Creswell, 2006). 

Research Questions  

The structural process of peacekeeping requires some degree of change in the existing 

social definitions of the military (Bellany, 2010).  These changes take place at manifold levels of 

the militaryôs social and organizational structures.  To understand the impact of deployments on 

UN peacekeeping operations on the individual and group psyche of personnel, answers were 

sought from participants on a number of areas.  Participants were required to show an 
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understanding of the societal concept of the military, the core role(s) of the military and the 

evolving nature of the armed forces vis-à-vis the emerging security issues.  The research 

questions served as the underlying driving force in the research process that enabled the 

researcher get the necessary answers to the issues under discussion.  The research questions from 

the researcher to the participants focused on enabling an understanding to be built of their 

individual experience of UN peacekeeping operations.  

Marshal and Rossman (2006) outline research questions into four types. These are 

exploratory in order to investigate a phenomenon little understood, explanatory to explain 

patterns related to the phenomenon, descriptive to describe the phenomenon and emancipatory in 

order to engage in social action about the phenomenon.  Creswell (2007) also outlines some 

guidelines on the formulation of qualitative research questions.  He notes that qualitative 

questions should include open-ended questions, evolving, non-directional and starts with words 

such as "how" or "whyò and are few in number (Creswell, 2007).  Uwe, Ernst, and Steinke 

(2004) confirm that the research questions in a qualitative investigation are one of the decisive 

factors to its success or failure. The questions used for the research were therefore tailored to 

help shape the findings.   

Arising from these considerations, the following were the primary qualitative questions 

used to establish the research agenda and further drive the investigation:  

R1.  How does participating in UN peacekeeping operations impact on the combat 

disposition of the GAF?  

R2.  How does the environment in contemporary UN PKO affect the militaryôs ability  

to align military combat missions with evolving political objectives?   
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R3.  How does participation in UN PKOs affect the psychological orientation of 

military personnel?  

Population  

 Peacekeeping is one of the major operational undertakings of the GAF and as a result, 

almost all personnel of the GAF have had some experience in UN PKO. The population for the 

collection of primary data was Commissioned Officers and Senior Warrant Officers (SWO) of 

the GAF.  The exact numbers of the Armed Forces or individual components of it are restricted 

information (AFR, 1962); nonetheless, the population of Officers/SWOs are a few thousand.  

The GAF is a tri-service institution comprising the Army, Navy and the Air Force all operating 

under a Joint General Headquarters (GHQ).  The Chief of the Defence Staff (CDS), who is 

appointed by the President and Commander in Chief of the GAF, is the operational head of the 

Armed Forces. 

The population for the study was drawn from all the 3 Services ï the Army, Navy, and 

Air Force.  Regimentally, the Army is considered the senior Arm of Service followed by the 

Navy and Air Force in that order.  The Army also has the largest number of personnel in the 

GAF.  The Army provides the key command elements as well as the majority of troops for all 

PKO that the GAF have participated in, with the exception of the UN Operation in Cote dôIvoire 

(UNOCI) and the UN Multi-Dimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) 

where the Air Force deployed aviation units.  Nonetheless, all ranks of the GAF, irrespective of 

arm of Service do take part in peacekeeping operations as peacekeeping units are often made up 

of an amalgam of personnel from all the Services.  

Creswell (2009) confirms that quality respondents as an essential ingredient in a 

qualitative research.  The sample for the research must therefore meet certain specified criteria in  
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order to enable the researcher get the desired in-depth information to adequately inform the 

research findings (Creswell, 2006; Kumar, 2005; Patton, 2002).  The population was therefore  

restricted to only Commissioned Officers and Senior Warrant Officers of the GAF.   

Commissioned officers were deemed most suitable for the research because aside the fact 

that, officers are better educated and more exposed to contemporary global trends, officers also 

have a deeper understanding of the importance of military doctrine and ethos.  The officer corps 

in every armed force is the heartbeat of the military and whatever affects officers transcends to 

all the rank and file. The spirit of every given military thus largely depends on the quality of its 

officer corps; officers are the embodiment of a unit and when the officers are good then there is a 

good armed forces across board and vice versa.  A military unit is therefore deemed to reflect the 

state of its command element, the officers.  

Officers constitute the command group of every armed forces the world over and are 

responsible for developing all the tactical plans for combat and Operations Other Than War 

(OOTW) such as PKO.  Officers are therefore required to óthinkô for the other ranks.  In this 

perspective, the venerable allied war hero of WWII, Field Marshall Slim (2009) in his landmark 

military treatise óDefeat into Victoryô advices officers to ñknow their men better than their 

mothers doò (p. 7).  The officer corps is thus the epitome of the military profession and they were 

better positioned to assess the impact of UN PKO on the GAF hence commissioned officers 

constitute the major part of the population for the study.  

The SWOs on the other hand are traditionally regarded as the custodians of the customs 

and traditions of the Armed Forces such parades, ceremonies and other aspects of regimental life. 

The SWOs serve as guardians and mentors to the Other Ranks (ORs) class of the military.  The 

SWOs are also the intermediary between the ORs and the officer corps; they are the conduit 
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through which orders issued by officers are executed by the lower ranks.  The SWOs are also 

responsible for upholding and ensuring discipline in units.  Due to their considerable experience, 

the SWOs are the link between the Officer Corps and the ORs.  The SWOs are thus an 

invaluable asset to commissioned officers in exercising command and control in units as well as 

preparing the junior ranks for operations.   The views of the SWOs better reflect the experiences 

and feelings of the ORs category of the Armed Forces. 

Sampling Strategy  

A combination of sampling strategies was used to fine tune the selection of the 

participants to arrive at the most suitably qualified officers for the study.  Criterion, purposeful, 

and convenient sampling strategies were used to select participants for the qualitative data.  The 

purposeful sampling enabled the researcher to select particular individuals with the necessary 

experience to give informed information on the subject matter under study.  Convenient 

sampling was used to select officers presently deployed in the same peacekeeping theatre with 

the researcher.  The criterion sampling enabled for the selection of specific individuals with the 

required characteristics who could help build an understanding of the phenomenon of PKO.  

Different criteria were used in sampling officers and the SWOs.  The following were the 

sampling criteria for officers. Each officer:  

(a)  Must be a member of the regular GAF. 

(b)  Must have Presidential Commission. 

(c)  Must be in active service.  

(d)  Must have served up to a minimum of 13 years. 

(e)  Must have completed the Senior Command and Staff Course. 

(f)  Must have taken part in at least 3 UN peacekeeping operations.  
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(g)  Must have held a key command/staff appointment either in a peacekeeping theatre or 

in a related field in home unit establishment. 

The following were the sampling criteria for the SWOs. Each SWO:  

(a)   Must be a member of the regular GAF. 

(b)   Must be in active service. 

(c)   Must have done up to 22 years in service. 

(d)   Must have taken part in at least 3 PKO. 

(e)   Must have done the Advanced Non-Tactical Course. 

(f)   Must have done the advance Drill and Duties Course. 

For a phenomenological inquiry, it is important that participants share certain 

demographic characteristics because the goal of the study is to describe the common features of 

an experience.  Porter (1999) confirms that homogeneity of the participants therefore allows for a 

richer description of the target populationôs lived experiences than an eclectic sample could 

provide.  Arising from this consideration, the following key SME personalities who manage the 

affairs of PKO at the GHQ and Service HQ levels and also met all the stipulated sampling 

criteria for officers were purposively interviewed: 

(a)  Director General, International Peace Support Operations (IPSO). 

(b)  Director Army Peacekeeping Operations (DAPKOP). 

(c)  Director Naval Administration. 

(d)  Director Air Force Peace Support Operations (DAFPSO).  

Aside these specific appointment holders, the Commanding Officer (CO) and Regimental 

Sergeant Major (RSM) of the Ghana Battalion in the UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) 

were interviewed.  The selection of the CO UNMISS GHANBATT was informed both by 



IMPACT OF UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING ON COMBAT   106 

 
 

convenience and purposive sampling reasons.  The CO UNMISS GHANBATT was particularly 

selected because UNMISS is arguably the most volatile UN PKO at the moment.  The UNMISS 

theatre is characterized by daily incidents of crime and combat between the opposing forces, 

principally between the government forces - the Sudan Peopleôs Liberation Army (SPLA) and its 

arch rival, the Sudan Peopleôs Liberation Army in Opposition (SPLA-iO) led by the former First 

Vice President Dr Riek Machar who is in exile in South Africa.  It was also convenient to the 

researcher as he was serving with UNMISS as a Military Expert on Mission and therefore very 

well aware of all the dynamics in the mission.  UNMISS operates under a Chapter 7 mandate and 

therefore, the possibility of troops being launched into combat operations was a constant 

possibility. 

Quinlan (2011) notes that phenomenological researchers often work at great depths with 

a relatively small number of research participants.  Qualitative studies cover multiple issues but 

assemblies the required information from fewer respondents by subjecting responses to the 

identification of themes (Creswell, 2007).  A representative sample size is therefore not a 

requirement in qualitative research (Creswell, 2007; Giorgi, 2003; Kumar, 2006).  During the 

study, emphasis was placed on reaching saturation of viewpoints than on deriving representative 

sample from the population. In view of this, Creswell (2007) and Giorgi (2003) both recommend 

studying between 3 -10 subjects in a qualitative research. Eight participants were therefore 

sampled and interviewed for the primary data.  The sample was evaluated based on their ability 

to provide important and rich information.   

The GAF has an enviable record both in UN PKO as well as in intervention operations 

under ECOWAS/ECOMOG.  Operations with ECOMOG in Liberia and Sierra Leone were 

largely combat missions.  Peacekeeping/intervention operations under sub-regional arrangements 
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are however markedly different from UN operations.  As such, even though the research was not 

geared towards making a comparative analysis between ECOMOG and UN operations, it was of 

peculiar interest to the researcher to find out how the situation under ECOMOG operations plays 

out vis-à-vis UN operations.  In view of this the researcher sought to include in the sample 

officers/SWOs who had served both in ECOMOG and UN peacekeeping operations in order to 

get a comparative insight into how the operational theatre of UN PKOs either constrains or 

otherwise, the combat disposition of personnel of participating militaries.  The researcher 

therefore sought out these specific categories of people to give informed and deeper insights into 

the research issues under consideration. 

Research Instrument  

The semi-structured interview schedule was used for the interviews.  A study is 

predisposed to the unique worldview of the researcher and therefore is guided by the researcherôs 

own thoughts, experiences, and/or objectivity or biases (Kincheloe & McLaren, 2008).  Creswell 

(2007),  Denzin and Lincoln (2013) also confirm that in qualitative research, researchers 

emphasize the value-laden nature of inquiry as they seek answers to questions that stress how 

social experience is created and given meaning.  Merriam (1998) also suggest that additional 

considerations need to be ensured when using a qualitative approach due to the active role of the 

researcher.  

 The researcher was the research instrument for the qualitative study (Creswell, 2009).  

The researcher in this case is a serving senior officer of the GAF with a considerable experience 

in UN PKOs which is the area being researched.  .  The researcher has benefited tremendously 

from participating in UN PKO and as the instrument for the primary data collection, these 

experiences pre-disposed the researcher to certain biases about UN operations, the peacekeeping 
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theatre as well as the conduct of troops in these operations. Nonetheless, the researcher made a 

conscious effort to avoid the intrusion of his personal biases into the research. A deliberate effort 

was made to state the participantsô views without any intrusion of the researchers prior beliefs or 

ideas; the participantsô representation were accurately identified and reflected as they stated or 

intended (Marshall & Rossman, 2006). This ensured a high credibility for the research. 

To best embrace the information emanating from the participants the researcher was 

enjoined to disclose his own subjectivity and biases emanating from his prior considerable 

experience participating in UN PKO.  As a career military officer with considerable 

peacekeeping experience, by explicitly examining my pre-conceived ideas, a conscious 

awareness of potential sources of bias that could un-intentionally project onto the data was 

eliminated. Prior to the interview process, the researcher made a conscious effort to identify 

personal worldview and any biases regarding the phenomenon and bracketed such ideas.  The 

researcher is an infantry officer whose core belief is that the fundamental orientation of the 

Armed Forces is basically for combat operations.  With this belief, the researcher identified and 

listed all the variables and personal pre-conceived biases, influences or notions of the nature of 

UN operations and the influences thereof on the military.   

During the data analysis stage, the researcher further made a conscious effort to attain 

objectivity of the study.  The researcher did not allow any of the bracketed pre-conceived notions 

or biases to intrude, influence or cloud the responses from the respondents or the interpretations 

thereof.  The data was analyzed and presented from the perspectives of the respondents even 

when such responses go contrary to the personal beliefs, biases or idiosyncrasies of the 

researcher. The end product of the research therefore is a culmination of the thought process of 
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the respondents; the researcher maintained an impartial stand in the evaluation and presentation 

of the information from the respondents. 

To further eliminate any tendency of biases, a semi-structured interview approach with  

pre-determined preliminary questions to ensure each of the participants answered similar set of 

questions was used. This self-introspection and reflexive model helped serve as a scaffold for 

revealing any disposition as it related to the military in UN PKOs.  Unlike in quantitative studies 

where the researcher is independent from consciousness and experience (Crotty, 1998), the 

interpretive data, collected through semi-structured inquiry was analyzed in a progressive 

manner that enabled the researcher to actively participate in the explanation of the emergent 

themes or social meaning (Creswell, 2007).  By making a concerted effort to reflect on personal 

experiences and worldview helped the researcher to better qualify his role as an instrument in 

this qualitative discovery.  

Credibility  

The credibility of the qualitative study concerns the rigorous methods of the study and the 

trustworthiness of the researchers since they are the instrument for the study (Creswell, 2007).  

The researcher adopted measures to ensure the research findings were credible. First, any pre-

conceived biases were disclosed and bracketed by the researcher as already indicated. Credibility 

of the research was also achieved through member checking of the study. The military profession 

is a technical area it takes trained personnel to fully appreciate some of the technicalities 

involved.  As such, member checking by some colleague army officers ensured total credibility 

of the study.  The research was also conducted with the guidance of my mentor whose rigorous  

checks ensured that the study was credible.  

The researcher was also guided by the advice given by Creswell (2009) and 
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 Tomforde (2005) to assist an investigator in gaining research authenticity.  These helped hold 

any tendencies towards biases in check thereby ensuring credibility.  These are: 

(a)   The ability to take a neutral, critical analyzes of situations. 

(b)   Ability to recognize the tendency toward bias. 

(c)   Ability to be flexible and open to constructive criticism. 

(d)   Thoughtfulness to the words and actions of respondents. 

A constant guide and direction from my mentor, regular interaction and critiques and 

professional reviews from some colleague army officers, and friends in academia as well as other 

phenomenological researchers, all helped align the research to a greater degree of credibility and 

legitimacy.   

To achieve an objective analysis of all issues and manage the influence of all sources of 

bias, the researcher also embraced regular informal dialogue and discussions with some selected 

colleague officers serving with UNMISS.  This helped enhance the credibility of the study.  This 

effort helped keep the researcherôs personal views in check and allowed for greater 

comprehension of the developing themes from the primary data from the participants.  The 

researcher, thus by deeply examining his own conscience and all possible prior biases, a 

conscious effort was made to bracket these biases in order for it not to affect the research 

process.   

The professional peer review of the methods and analysis from a military perspective, the 

accurate interpretation of the data and discussions emanating from the dissertation mentorôs 

review commentary all enriched the credibility of the study.  The research design and research 

questions were first reviewed by my colleague officers with considerable peacekeeping 

experiences and subsequently by the mentor. Semi-structured interview format was used to 
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conduct the in-depth interviews.    The interview schedule was assessed by the dissertation 

mentor to ensure that the respondents provided information that adequately answered the 

research questions. These measures ensured that the data and results that were generated from  

the respondents were credible. 

Data collection procedures  

Both primary and secondary data was used for the study.  Primary data was collected 

principally by means of face-to-face in-depth interviews. This was deemed appropriate as 

Saldana, Leavy, and Beretvas (2011), Creswell (2006), and Sun (2009) all postulate that 

qualitative research adopts an initial structured approach to research but unlike quantitative, 

allows for flexibility for the researcher to adapt to changing conditions as they may find in a 

given situation.   

Although the researcher had used an interview schedule aimed at evoking a 

comprehensive account of the participants experience of the phenomenon, these questions only 

served as a guide but were not followed in a rigid sequential manner; questions were edited or 

avoided when the participant in reply to an earlier question(s), had given enough information that 

adequately covered those areas.  The semi-structured interviews were conducted with an 

approach reflecting on the framework presented in the literature review and guided by the 

research questions and the anticipated themes and findings from the research. 

The researcher used the in-depth interviews due to its advantages.  The in-depth interview 

enabled the participants to give a detailed account of their personal feelings, opinions, and 

experiences in their own words.  The researcher told the story of the participants through their 

own voices, their perspectives, their experiences and their understanding.  

In depth interview is an effective qualitative method for getting people to talk about their  
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personal feelings, opinions, and experiences.  This was considered appropriate for the study as 

the one-on-one in-depth interview is the most appropriate method through which data is 

collected in qualitative research (Kumar, 2005; Quinlan, 2011).   Respondents thus provided 

independent insights into what they understood about the interview topics.  The in-depth 

interviews allowed the researcher to listen to the participants and build an understanding based 

on their ideas (Creswell, 2003).  In depth interviews made the participants share their stories    

from their own perspective, and thus enabled a vivid picture to be drawn of their particular 

experiences, feelings and opinions. 

Each interview lasted approximately 35-50 minutes and about 15 minutes post-interview 

conversation.  The post interview informal conversation enabled the researcher to clarify grey 

areas and further enriched the information gotten from the responses and observations.  The 

shortest interview lasted for approximately 35 minutes and the longest an hour.  The interview 

process spanned a period of 2 months.  The researcher, was deployed on peacekeeping duty with 

UNMISS as a military Expert on Mission, first travelled back home in February 2018 to conduct 

interviews with the sample in Ghana. The next set of interviews were conducted in South Sudan 

in March 2018 with those Officers/SWOs serving with UNMISS.  All participants partook in the 

research out of their own volition.  None of the participants was given any form of payment or 

service as compensation for their participation in the research. 

English is the official language of Ghana.  All the interviewees had formal education; the 

minimum qualification was first degree and above for the officers and Senior High School for 

the SWOs.  The interviews were therefore all conducted in English.  The researcher sought the 

permission of the interviewees and audio taped all the interviews.  This was appropriate as it 

made it possible for rich and detailed descriptions that captured meaningful personal experiences 
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of the participants.  The interviews were all recorded on the researcherôs phones; to ensure no 

information was lost, the researcher used two (2) smart phones to record simultaneously. 

 The audio recordings were immediately afterwards downloaded unto the internal 

memory of the researcherôs laptop and external memory card to guard against any possible lose 

or damage to the content.  The interviews were subsequently transcribed into Microsoft Word 

format a few days later after all the interviews were completed.  Aside the recordings, the 

researcher also endeavoured to manually write the responses from the participants to serve as a  

back-up for the audio recordings.  To ensure transcript accuracy, each transcript was reviewed by 

the researcher while listening to the audio-tapes.  

The transcripts were checked for accuracy by having a colleague officer spot check the 

transcripts against the recordings. Guided by the general objective of the study, further codes 

were developed based on the specific themes of the research such as military regimentation and 

combat efficacy vis-a-vis UN peacekeeping operations.  The steps used for the qualitative data 

included clustering meanings and describing textures of the experiences, describing the 

structures of the experience that enabled the construction of a structural description of the 

phenomenon.  This process ensured the qualitative data analysis was done in great detail and that 

it accurately reflected the perceptions of the officers sampled for the study.  

Moustakas (1994) suggests that broad questions were better to eliciting rich, vital, 

information of participantôs experience of a phenomenon.  The interview/discussion process 

started with a set of questions about how UN PKOs affect the combat disposition of the GAF. 

Participants were asked their perception about the core role of the military and whether 

peacekeeping operations were gradually challenging these core ethics of the profession. Closely 

related to the above, the researcher sought to find out if frontline peacekeeping was gradually 
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leading to the emergence of a new type of soldier in the GAF, one interested principally in 

material gains (See Appendix E for sample interview questions).  All the interview questions 

were guided by the problem statement and the anticipated themes and findings in that respect. 

 The researcherôs considerable prior knowledge in the field of peacekeeping operations as  

a career officer of the GAF who had taken part in many UN PKOs both as part of Formed 

Troops and as a Military Expert on Mission aided in the interview and data collection process. 

The researcher cannot therefore claim a detached objectivity and instead assumed a position of a 

reflexive participant in the research process.  Nonetheless, the researcher, been conscious of this 

factor, used bracketing (Omery & Mack, 1995) to overcome the challenge of letting this prior 

knowledge intrude or influence the process.   

Each of the respondents chose the venue for their interview.  Qualitative research best 

takes place in natural settings, and the researcher often goes to the site (home/office) of the 

participant to conduct the research (Creswell, 2003) and as such all the interviews were 

conducted in the respondentsô barracks accommodation.  This added a military ambience to the 

in-depth interview process.  The setting for interviews also enabled the participants to feel safe in 

sharing information without distraction or fears of being spied upon. 

Devers and Franklin (2000) note that the real-world context in which most qualitative 

research is carried out makes getting access to participants a big challenge to the researcher.  The 

military is a disciplined organization with strict rules and regulations governing conduct, most 

especially with regards to the disclosure of information.  The researcher addressed these 

constraints by first writing and secured the necessary permission to conduct the research from the 

appropriate military HQ (See Appendix A).  

After securing the permit to carry out the study (See Appendix B), the sampled  
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participants were located and informed personally of the study and their role therein by the 

researcherôs personal assistant. Subsequently, they were written to individually seeking their 

consent to be interviewed for the study.  A gist of the problem statement and the research design 

to inform them of the nature of the research were attached to the letters inviting them to 

participate in the study.  In the research process it is an essential requirement to seek the 

informed consent of the participant prior to interviewing the person (See Appendix C).  As such 

a consent form was enclosed with the letters to the participants (See Appendix D). 

The respondents were made aware that their identity would be kept anonymous and will 

not be disclosed under any circumstances.  They were further made to understand that the 

interviews were going to be recorded and the recordings would be destroyed once transcribed 

into textual data for analysis.  The participants were further made aware of the purely academic 

nature of the study and their right to back out of the process at any time of their choosing.  The 

participants were subsequently called on phone by the researcher to confirm their readiness to 

participate in the study or otherwise and indicate the venue and timings convenient to them for 

the conduct of the in-depth interviews. 

The primary data was set in context by secondary data.  Secondary data was accessed 

from relevant published books, journals, and military records/returns on peacekeeping operations 

as critiqued in the literature review segment of the dissertation.  The Secondary data was used to 

set the theoretical foundation for the study.    

Data Analysis 

Denzin and Lincoln (2000) note that the qualitative analysis method is not a mechanical 

process but a form of intellectual craftsmanship; it is a creative process.  The data analyses 

addressed and provided credible answers to the research questions.   A combination of strategies  
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was used in the data analysis.  The recorded interviews were first transcribed into detailed text 

format using Microsoft Word.  Any information that sought to portray the identity of the 

participant was deleted in order to ensure utmost confidentiality.  Irrespective of errors of 

grammar, the transcripts were transcribed verbatim just as how the respondents described their 

experiences.  Thereafter, the researcher devoted a considerable amount of time to read over the 

transcripts many times to totally assimilate its content and the drift of the responses. 

The researcher was further guided by Creswellôs (2009) 6 steps interactive process of 

data analysis:  

(a)  Organize and prepare the data for analysis. During this step, the researcher reviewed 

all the audio tapes from the interviews and transcribe into Microsoft Word format. 

(b) Read through the data by reflecting on the overall meaning to gain a general sense 

of the information and ideas that the participants conveyed. 

(c) Constructed a detailed analysis with the coding process. A combination of coding 

processes were used. These included open coding, axial coding, and selective coding. 

Open Coding was used to shape the concepts that emerged from the participantsô 

description of events. The ideas and concepts from participants were labeled and 

developed into categories based on their properties and dimensions. The researcher read 

through the interview transcripts several times and then created initial labels for chunks 

of data that summarize the main idea identified. Axial coding was used to identify the 

relationships among the open codes.  Selective coding was used to further organize the 

primary data. The data was re-read a couple of times and selectively coded by 

identifying any data that related to the core variable identified. This was done by 

following the procedure of organizing the material into segments by taking the text data 
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and segmenting sentences into categories according to themes and labeling those 

categories with terms based on the actual language from the participants. 

(d)  The researcher then used the coding process to generate a description of the setting 

and the categories for analysis. Codes for the descriptions and interpretation were 

generated at this stage to generalize a small number of categories or themes. The 

emergent themes were then be analyzed. 

(e)  The description of the themes was represented in the qualitative narrative.  The 

emergent themes were then woven into narrative passages, so that the findings emerged 

logically from the participantsô responses. 

(f)   Interpret the meaning of the data. The researcherôs profession as a career military 

officer and experience in PKOs informed an appreciation of the participantsô stories. 

The data was grouped by major themes with each section title reflecting a theme with the 

use of direct quotations of respondents in the reporting of teams.  Outliers were used in order to 

ensure that all variants of the responses were captured (Sproull, 2004).  The use of bold and 

italics were also employed as appropriate. In the data analysis, participantsô names are coded in 

order to ensure their anonymity. 

 In the presentation of the results, the major patterns found in the study were summarized. 

Considerable quotations from participantsô interviews were quoted in discussing their views.  In 

the data analysis, the use of appropriate APA format such as section headings/titles for common 

themes and sub-themes was used.  This helped the researcher to organise the data in a logical 

manner, findings presented in detail that described the systematic application of the methodology 

(Simon, 2006).  Qualitative studies normally cover multiple issues but assemble the required 

information from fewer respondents by subjecting responses to the identification of common  
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themes (Creswell, 2007).  

The data was presented using appropriate American Psychological Association (APA) 

format styles.  Section headings and titles for common themes and sub-themes identified from 

the interviews were used in presenting the findings.  The findings were presented in detail; the 

data was grouped by major themes, with each section title reflecting a theme and the use of direct 

quotations of respondents in reporting themes.  In the presentation of the results, the major 

patterns found in the study were summarized.  The APA format had the advantage of a 

streamlined citation style, easy referencing of others' research and ideas as well as consistency in 

those references.  The APA also had the advantage of enabling a direct exposition of the research 

report (Susan, 2016). 

Moustakasô (1994) recommended method of phenomenological data analysis also aided 

in the analysis of the primary data.  These include horizontalization of data, clustering meanings, 

describing the textures of the respondentsô experiences, describing the structures of the 

experience/imaginative variation, constructing a textural-structural description and synthesizing 

textural and structural meanings and essences (Moustakas, 1994).  Interpretive approach was 

used in the data analysis in order to provide the researcher the opportunity to interpret the 

unspoken, unconscious, and hidden meaning they perceive to exist in the phenomenon under 

investigation, rather than simply provide a full description of the data as pertains in the 

descriptive approach (Cohen & Omery, 1994).  

Summary 

The qualitative methodology research design was used for the study is the.  The 

qualitative methodology had the advantages suitable for drawing on to the in-depth experiences 

of the sample for the study.  This was necessary in building a credible analysis of their 
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experiences. The phenomenological approach was used to for the study. The population for the 

primary data was Commissioned Officers and SWOs of the GAF with peacekeeping experience.  

A combination of purposive, criterion and convenient sampling strategies were used to 

select the participants with sufficient knowledge to better inform the discussions. The primary 

data was collected by means of in-depth interviews. This mode of data collection gave the 

sample the opportunity to be able to adequately state or describe their individual experience of 

the lived phenomenon.  A total of 9 officers and Men were sampled. These participants were all 

SMEs in the chosen field of study.  All the officers were either involved in managing the affairs 

of PKO in the GAF or had commanded troops or held other equally important appointments 

related to PKO. 

Throughout the process, the researcher made a conscious effort to avoid any influence of 

biases by bracketing his personal opinions or prior knowledge. The research was also guided by 

the researcherôs mentor as well as colleagues whose invaluable knowledge on military issues and 

peacekeeping operations helped shape the research and findings. 

The researcher used a semi-structured interview guide.  Though there was a list of 

questions in the interview guide, these questions were not followed sequentially but were asked 

based on the responses from the ample.  The interviews were recorded and transcribed into rich 

Microsoft word text format for analysis.  Common themes identified from the data formed the 

basis for the analysis.  The data analysis used a combination of Creswell (2009) and Moustakas 

(1994) recommended method of phenomenological data analysis. Moustakas (1994) procedure 

used horizontalization of data, clustering meanings, describing the textures of the respondentsô 

experiences, describing the structures of the experience/imaginative variation, constructing a 

textural-structural description and synthesizing textural and structural meanings and essence. 
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Chapter 4: Analysis and Presentation of Results 

This study explored how UN PKO impact on the combat disposition of participating 

militaries with particular focus on the GAF.  This was informed by the fact that peacekeeping 

operations are presently one of the major pre-occupations of the UN and the Ghana Armed 

Forces has had a long history in UN PKO since 1960.  A review and critique of the related 

literature on the phenomenon under study in Chapter 2 established that there was an existing 

void in the available literature on UN peacekeeping operationsô impact on the combat disposition 

of participating militaries.  This void in the available literature aroused and maintained the 

interest of the researcher in investigating how these operations affect the combat capabilities of 

militaries who are regular participants in PKO such as the GAF. 

This Chapter presents the results of the study.   The phenomenological approach of the 

qualitative methodology was used in examining the phenomenon.  The choice of the 

phenomenological enquiry was informed by the fact that the topic under consideration is a  

phenomenon and it is better described by persons who have lived or experienced the situation.  

The population for the study comprised both officers and SWOs who have had a significant 

peacekeeping experience.  

 A total of 6 officers who are all SMEs on PKO and 3 SWOs were interviewed by the 

researcher for analysis.  Studying how soldiers experience and understand the phenomenon 

revealed the importance they attach to the topic.  The results for the study were developed 

through the data collected from the in-depth interviews with the participants. This Chapter 

revisits the research questions in an attempt to identify themes from the interviews that 

appropriately answers these questions.   

The research was organized around a framework based on three primary qualitative  
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questions:  

R1.  How does participating in UN peacekeeping operations impact on the combat 

disposition of the GAF?  

R2.  How does the environment in contemporary UN PKO affect the militaryôs ability to 

align military combat missions with evolving political objectives? 

R3.  How does participation in UN PKOs affect the psychological orientation of military 

personnel? 

Demographic Statistics 

The study sampled both officers and SWOs who are SMEs in the field of PKOs to share 

their experiences on the subject.  A combination of convenience, criterion and purposive 

sampling helped limit the size of the population and further enhanced the likelihood of reaching 

officers/SWOs whose knowledge on the phenomenon was considered substantial.  Only officers 

and SWOs who met the sampling criteria were selected.  Six (6) senior officers and three (3) 

SWOs from across the 3 Services of the GAF ï Army, Navy, and Air Force ï were sampled.  

Each participant was individually contacted to confirm their willingness to be interviewed or 

otherwise.  Eight (8) officers were initially contacted for their consent to be part of the study; 

however, 2 declined to be part of the study.   

One of the mediums to establishing the credibility of a study is in the quality of the 

sample.  To enhance the credibility of this study therefore, the sample included some of the key 

actors in the field of PKOs in the GAF; including individuals who have been engaged in the 

management of peacekeeping affairs in the GAF.  The participants have also had considerable 

experience in peacekeeping operations both under the UN and the sub-regional body, ECOMOG. 

All the officers sampled have also commanded Battalions/Units either in a peacekeeping theatre 

or in home Unit establishments.  The SWOs interviewed were also soldiers with high repute, 
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having risen to the highest ranks in their category and holding key appointments in their 

respective units.  Aside this, they also had a considerable wealth of experience in PKOs, both in 

contemporary multi-dimensional and integrated peacekeeping operations and ECOMOG 

intervention operations.  

Each of the participants had served more than 22 years in the GAF.  The average number 

of peacekeeping tours of the participants was 7 tours of duty of minimum deployment duration 

of 6 months or more per tour.  Apart from UN operations, 7 out of the 9 participants had also 

served in the sub-regional ECOMOG intervention/enforcement operations either in Liberia, 

Sierra Leone or Cote dôIvoire.  This further enriched their responses as it was informed by their 

experiences in operations outside the UN context.  All the officers interviewed had done the 

Senior Command and Staff Course as well as attained Masters Degrees or equivalent and above 

while all the SWOs had Secondary School /Senior High level of education or equivalent, aside 

their professional military courses.  The credibility of the study was therefore very high. The 

participantsô demographics are as summarized in Table 1. 

Table 1 

Participants Demographics 

Rank                                        Army       Navy           Air Force           Remarks 

Brigadier  General                   1                     -               -                 Director General, IPSO 

 

Colonel/Equivalent                  2                    1               1                 3 are Service Directors of  

                                                                                                           PKO                     

                                                                                                          

Lieutenant Colonel                 1                     -               -                  UNMISS  Ghana Battalion 

                                                                                                           Commanding Officer                                                                                          

 

Senior Warrant Officer/         1                     1               1                 Includes an RSM  

 Equivalent                                                                                        and PKO instructor    

 

Total                                       5                     2              2 
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Peacekeeping operations are predominantly an army undertaking and the activities  

undertaken in a peacekeeping theatre have a direct bearing and impact on the army than the other 

Services.  This explains why a higher number of army personnel were sampled for the primary 

qualitative data.  

All the interviewees were men.  Female officers were not part of the sample. Female 

soldiers ideally, are not for frontline deployment or to be launched into high intensity combat 

operations.  Apart from the Signals Regiment, females in the GAF presently are not posted to the 

traditional combat/combat support units otherwise known as the óTeeth Armsô such as the 

Infantry, Armour, Artillery, or Engineers.  Apart from an initial 6 months period of post 

commission regimental training where they are attached for service with the óTeeth Armsô, 

females are often posted to the Service units such as the Pay Regiment, Supplies, Ordinance, 

Catering, Medical, Band, among several other auxiliary units.  These units only play secondary 

roles in support of the óTeeth Armsô during combat operations.   

Lady soldiers are therefore mostly deployed to peacekeeping theatres that are relatively 

ósafeô, without a high degree of relapse or engaging in active combat.  Women in the GAF are 

also not compelled to take part in some Tactics courses such as the Young Officers Course where 

Platoon/Company level tactics are taught and the Combat Team Commanders Course where 

Combat Team/Battalion level tactics are taught.  These courses are key ingredients to 

understanding military dispositions for combat operations hence females were considered not well 

positioned to appreciate the dynamics of PKOs on the combat orientation of the military. 

The participants were never asked of their names.  To further ensure their total 

anonymity, all the participants were assigned pseudonyms using the military code words for the  

International Phonetic Alphabet assigned to the 26 letters of the English alphabet starting 
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from Alpha, but in no specific order with regards to their rank, sequence or time interviewed.  

Although 9 participants were sampled, the discussion draws quotations largely from 7 of 

them because one of them refused to be audio-recorded.  As such, only those parts of his 

responses that were clearly captured by the researcher were included in the analysis as verbatim 

quotations.  Another respondent though initially agreed to be interviewed and indeed made some 

informal preliminary remarks on the research questions when the researcher personally went to 

him to confirm the date and venue for the interview, however, he subsequently proved elusive to 

get for the main interview.  Nonetheless, interactions with all the participants formally and 

informally, all contributed to the analysis and helped inform and enrich the emergent themes.  

Each of the participants were individually interviewed and asked to describe their experience of 

UN peacekeeping operations and assess how they impact on military combat disposition. 

Details of Analysis of Results 

Considerable attention was paid to ethical issues in the primary data collection process 

because of the sensitive nature of the topic under study.  Though careful consideration was given 

to ethical issues and its implications in the primary data collection process, nonetheless, in as 

much the report captures the words and thought process of each participant, some parts of 

participantsô comments deemed highly inimical or prejudicial to good order and discipline in the 

Armed Forces has been avoided or edited.  

 Careful attention was also paid to handling information with a security classification 

graded Confidential, Secret or Top Secret which is inappropriate for public disclosure.  The 

researcherôs attention was drawn to the provisions in the Armed Forces Regulations (AFR) as 

emphasized in the permit given to the researcher to conduct the study (Attached as Appendix A).  

The researcher, a career military officer was enjoined to uphold these regulations to the letter.  
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Richards (2009) suggest that quality in data occurs simultaneously throughout the 

collection and analysis stages.  This was achieved by focusing in on accuracy, application of 

context, depth of description, usefulness, and a reflexive connection to the data.  A careful 

analysis of the interview transcriptions enabled the researcher to identify the word, thought and 

theme patterns of the participants.  After reading each transcript several times, the meanings and 

patterns began to emerge.  The meanings were then clustered to support the formation of themes.  

The results are a culmination of the participantsô voices as they shared their perspectives on their 

lived experiences. 

Five major themes were identified from the analysis of the interview transcripts.  These 

themes were as follows:  

  Theme 1:  UN Peacekeeping Operations contrast with combat missions. 

  Theme 2: The setting of UN peacekeeping is political. 

  Theme 3: Peacekeeping assignments influence the mindset of personnel. 

  Theme 4: UN operations influence military routines. 

  Theme 5: Despite the challenges arising from UN Peacekeeping, the Armed Forces will     

   still be able to execute combat missions. 

Direct quotes have been taken from participantsô responses to elucidate the themes. 

Grammatical errors were found in some comments but the participantsô speeches are presented 

as it was spoken.  Words that the researcher inserted to help make the meaning of some parts of 

the participantsô comments clearer are put in square brackets [ ].  Each theme is preceded with a 

description of the theme informed by responses and/or interactions with respondents.  Comments 

made by the respondents to other questions that helped elucidate the particular theme are 

reflected in the descriptions prior to the direct quote from the respondent.  The themes are  
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presented below. 

Theme 1:  UN peacekeeping operations contrast with combat missions.  Warfare or 

the art of war is the cornerstone of the military profession.  The first theme relates to how 

participants described their experience or expectations of UN peacekeeping operations vis-a-vis 

the conduct of traditional military warfare operations.  Participantsô views generally coalesced 

around how the conduct of peacekeeping operations runs parallel to the operations of war.  Many 

participants noted that there was a disjoint between peacekeeping and warfare; that is, what is 

expected from a military in peacekeeping is at variance with what is expected from it during 

warfare.  Many of the participants added meaning to this theme by the varied, yet converging 

descriptions of their individual experiences of the phenomenon. 

Participant Alpha added meaning to this theme by explaining that UN peacekeeping 

operationsô relationship to the conduct of military warfare depends on some variables.  He 

explained that the impact of PKOs on the combat disposition of participating militaries will first 

depend on the type of operation, and the type of operations will also depend on the type of 

mandate, whether it is purely peacekeeping or peace enforcement.  It would also depend on the 

countries that are participating in the mission and the Status of Forces agreement (SOFA).  He 

explained that the roles carried out by the military in a PKO are at variance with normal military 

routines in warfare.  Alpha noted that: 

Because of the multi-dimensional nature of peacekeeping operations, the military engage 

in escort duties, diplomatic duties and so it is like it [warfare] becomes a secondary role. 

But it is important to perform these roles if we [the military] are to secure the 

collaboration that we need with the other agencies.  So let us assume an NGO wants to 

distribute food, the military provide escort duties which are not pure military roles but the 
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 outcome or additional benefit it brings is that it establishes good relations with those 

other agencies.  

Alpha therefore further emphasized that: 

Peacekeeping operations have indicated that soldiering is not only about combat, there 

are certain things you have to factor, it has to do with diplomacy, relationships, and also  

when it comes to operations, there is the need for professionalism. 

Bravo also described this phenomenon in great detail.  He outlined the expected 

disposition of a combat oriented military such as the robustness of the psyche of troops for 

combat missions which he notes, is inverse to the disposition of troops deployed for 

peacekeeping missions.  According to Bravo, peacekeeping troops eventually develop a phobia 

for accepting risk or engaging in combat tasks.  Bravo was very categorical in his remarks in the 

relationship between PKOs and warfare.  He noted stated that:  

Peacekeeping operations has an impact on the combat effectiveness of the GAF, because 

soldiers are now used to peacekeeping operation and hence anything combat frightens 

them, no soldier will be interested in fighting; it has made some soldiers become women, 

they cannot fight, they are not interested in taking risk but only interested in money. 

Charlie also described the nexus of warfare and peacekeeping thus:  

On that one [combat] my comment will be like this: yes, it [PKO] negatively affects 

troops combat disposition in the sense that as you indulge in peacekeeping operations, the 

methods are such that it is so gradual; you first have to negotiate, until you open fire only 

in self defence.  Too much of this can affect troops combat disposition.  I donôt think 

peacekeeping positions us for combat; no it doesnôt.  

Delta however describes his experience differently. He explained that there are various  
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situations and corresponding dynamics of military operations.  He noted that not all military 

operations are geared towards traditional combat operations but that each situation calls for a 

different approach.  He said that personnel of the GAF are adequately trained to operate 

effectively in every peculiar situation.  He commented that: 

Every military operation has either a conventional setting or an Internal Security (IS) 

setting. Peacekeeping operations fall under IS setting which is operations in support of 

the maintenance of law and order. This can transit into counter terrorism operations 

which entails the use of force.  UN operations involve the interposition of troops between 

belligerents as pertains in Chapter VI PKOs which does not require the use of force and 

Chapter VII operations which require the use of force.  This enables forces transit 

between law and order operations to Counter-Insurgency (COIN) operations and this 

does not dilute military combat in anyway.  

Echo stated that peacekeeping operations are totally separate from warfare operations. He 

juxtaposed UN PKOs with the experience in the ECOMOG led intervention operations in Liberia 

and Sierra Leone and noted in relation to UN PKOs that ñthough we [the military] are armed, we 

become a bit vulnerable because of the expectations imposed on the military.  One is subjected to 

a lot of questions in UN PKOs.ò 

Foxtrot on the other hand also added meaning to this theme. He explained that the UN 

expects soldiers to: 

Use proportional force; meanwhile soldiers are not trained for that.  It therefore makes 

the soldiers very timid, because as you are handling yourself you are thinking of the rules 

and just as I said, soldiers in warfare are trained to kill the enemy before the enemy kills 

you but here is the case that you are required to wait for him [the enemy] to fire at you; if 
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 he fires your leg you also fire at his leg, if he throws a stone at you, you also pick a stone    

and throw at him.  

Theme 2:  The setting of UN peacekeeping is political. Participants described their 

experiences of the prevailing situations in peacekeeping operations and the constraints there-

from on the military.  A consistent thread in most participantsô descriptions of their individual 

experience revolved around the political setting of peacekeeping operations and the associated 

expectations on the military.  The opinions expressed by participants, though varied, generally 

coalesced around the fact that the environment of peacekeeping is generally restrictive to the 

execution of core military concept of operations.  

Many participants were of the opinion that modern-day multi-dimensional and integrated 

Chapter VI peacekeeping operations is characterized by restrictive rules, code of conduct, as well 

as reducing the military to performing largely civil oriented policing and associated duties.  

These duties are in sync with the promotion of contemporary global cosmopolitan ideals in 

countries torn by conflict.  Not only are UN peacekeepers supposed to keep peace in war torn 

countries, but are also expected to uphold certain virtues of global norms as examples to the local 

communities.  Nonetheless some of these expectations are largely at variance with military 

concept of operations. 

These factors in the UN peacekeeping environment however make troops become 

vulnerable and eventually could have a bearing on troopsô psyche and disposition for combat 

operations.  This theme examined the constraints imposed on military peacekeepers especially 

with regards to the use of force. Many Participantsô description of their experience gave weight 

and meaning to this theme.  Alpha added meaning to this theme by describing the fact that: 

In previous peacekeeping, we have identifiable fighting forces but now they are mostly  

rebel groups, or terrorists so it is very difficult to even know the exact people you are 
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fighting with and this gives problems when it comes to negotiations, and maybe signing 

of peace deals and this has a bearing on military operations. 

Alpha further explained the dynamics in the multi-dimensional nature of peacekeeping 

operations.  He noted that: 

Peacekeeping has become challenging because of the multi-dimensional nature of the 

operations.  It has become very necessary for the military to know how to deal with such 

agencies.  It is not purely a fighting operation so this has also changed the scope of 

peacekeeping operations, it has changed the scope and now a whole lot of subject areas 

that the military must learn in order to cooperate with those agencies.  But it is also 

important to perform these roles if we are to secure the good collaboration that we need 

with the other agencies in the peacekeeping mission. So let us assume that an NGO 

request the assistance of the military to distribute food, you [the military] have to provide 

escort for this action which is not pure military roles.  The outcome or the additional 

benefit is that it establishes good relations with those other agencies. 

Bravo also described his experience in great detail.  He explained that in peacekeeping, 

troops operate under so many laws and regulations.  He outlined the expected disposition of a 

combat oriented military such as the robustness of the psyche of troops for combat missions 

which is in contrast to the disposition of peacekeeping troops.  According to Bravo, 

peacekeeping troops often have an attitude of non-aggression, persuasion and of keeping/staying 

safe which eventually makes them develop some phobia for accepting risk or engaging in combat 

missions.  Bravo further noted that soldiers are largely reduced to performing civil tasks in PKO 

theatre.  This affects their psyche as soldiers and this eventually erodes the warrior mentality in 

them.  Bravoôs description of the situation is amply reflected in his comment below: 
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Now, go to a place like Lebanon, the whole place is calm; no firing unlike in those days 

that Hezbollah will fire Katusha [rockets] then the Israelis will reply with 155mm 

artillery or 175mm or 203mm artillery.  But today, you go there it is calm. So now, any 

sound of arty weapon or mortar round into any of our positions, our troops will be found 

wanting.  And in the Democratic Republic of the Congo too it is the same; the combat 

effectiveness of our troops is affected by the environment in Kinshasa.  They are not at 

the front line, so whatever we are doing is in support of the Congolese police and the 

Armed Forces of Congo.  If you go to South Sudan that is the place I will say there is 

some element of fighting going on between the government and those in opposition. And 

for that place, our troopsô main job is the protection of civilians.  So when troops hear the 

sound of a bullet flying overheard they all run into bunkers. So our troops have actually 

become timid.  One soldier, in fact about 3 soldiers told me that should they be 

nominated for the peacekeeping operation in Mali, they will never go because of the risk 

posed by indirect fire.  

Charlie also added meaning to this theme by noting that the absence of a clearly defined 

enemy within the context of UN operations is the major hindrance to the traditional concept of 

military combat operations.  He noted that this trend often leaves soldiers indecisive in situations 

that demands clear and decisive military action.  He explained that the inability of soldiers to 

take initiative in relation to the óenemyô with respect to UN peacekeeping operations leaves 

troops vulnerable. He explained that: 

The absence of a clearly defined enemy makes the peacekeeping situation murkier in the 

sense that you have two or more factions fighting and you are to be like a referee between 

the opposing factions.  So you as the peacekeeper do not have an enemy but the parties in 
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dispute have opposing factions and you are supposed to be a neutral referee so in that 

respect, it makes it very difficult to operate, the lack of a clearly defined enemy makes it 

difficult for you to know how to even react. 

Charlie also added with respect to UN rules of engagement (ROE) that the ROE 

[é] are in my opinion too gradual in such a way that it even makes the peacekeeper 

vulnerable.  If you play by the rules of the UN, you have to wait for something to happen 

before you can react.  In fact by that it means that you do not have the option to take 

initiative. 

Delta describes the situation differently.  He notes that it is a matter of psyche, not a 

matter of rules arising out of political considerations.  He noted that UN rules are not a constraint 

to the combat readiness of troops as it is not different from the use of force in Internal Security 

operations.  This is because of the requirement for evidence; soldiers therefore need to justify 

their actions.  The consequences in both operations are the same and therefore there is the need 

for justification.  Delta description of the issue is as reflected in his comment that: 

It is a matter of psyche, not a matter of rules.  Rules of engagement are not a real      

constraint to the combat readiness of troops.  It is not different from the use of force in  

internal security operations.  This is because of the requirement for evidence, and the 

need to justify actions.  The consequences are the same and therefore there is the need  

for justification.   

Echo on his part also explained the paradox of military personnel having to persuade 

hostile groups in order to gain their way through to areas that would have ordinarily been met 

with a measured use of   force.  This makes soldiers extra-cautious in the way they act. 

Echo remarked that: 
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We are most vulnerable in UN PKOs especially in theatres where negotiations have not 

reached far.  In this situation, when we go on patrols and meet some of the belligerent 

soldiers you have to lower yourself and try in a soberly way to appeal to them to let you 

through but the way they will even react to your appeals, it puts some threat or fear in 

you.  On one occasion, we were stopped at a military checkpoint and we had to wait there 

and negotiate for well over 45 minutes before we were finally allowed to proceed.  At 

that stage, we cannot say we will not mind them and proceed because the least mistake 

would have been catastrophic.  In the modern UN operations, one is expected to justify 

any use of force - why you were either fired at or killed and why they shot one of your 

personnel and you returned fired and killed like a section [10] of them.  When that 

happens, these human rights people will chase you and if you are not lucky, you may end 

up answering so many questions. 

Foxtrot emphasized on the confusing state soldiers find themselves in peacekeeping theatres.  He 

asserted that: 

The UN system is very restrictive. We do understand it in some way, like the example I 

gave of giving food to locals. You may have a clear conscience of giving such things to 

the locals but there are some people who have bad intentions who will give such things to 

the locals and then take advantage of them; Unlike in ECOMOG operations where we 

used to be close to the locals, under the UN it is assumed you want to take advantage of 

the locals. So that cordial relationship is not there.  The UN also requires of us to use 

proportional force.  Meanwhile, as soldiers we are not trained for that. It thus makes 

soldiers very timid, because as you are handling yourself you are also thinking of the 

rules and just as it is said, as soldiers we are trained to kill your enemy before your 
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enemy kills you.  But within the context of the UN rules you are expected to wait for him 

[the enemy] to fire at you, and if he fires at your leg you also fire at his leg, if he throws a 

stone at you, you also pick a stone and throw at him; it makes soldiers so timid.  

Therefore a situation arises and the soldier finds himself in a dilemma, whether to 

respond as he was trained or to respond in the other way; and you know in this our job, if 

you donôt think appropriately at the right time, you will be dead. 

Golf on the other hand describes his experience as follows: 

To me I have not seen any bad effect of the UN environment on troops because as for 

human beings we have different characteristics and taking into consideration human 

relationships, everybody will not be able to behave well to the standard of the UN.  So 

the other agencies in the multi-dimensional peacekeeping theatre are fighting to protect 

the locals against those who might likely misconduct themselves against the civilians.  

Golf has a different perspective on the setting of UN operations especially with regards to the 

constraining influence imposed by the rules of engagement among other variables. He said: 

When it comes to an instance that you are to use force [in enforcement operations], I 

donôt think the ROE works too much. At that time, they donôt go strictly according to the 

rules because everything is not controlled.  So the rules of engagement donôt really 

adversely affect troops.  

Theme 3:  Peacekeeping assignments influence the mindset of personnel.  This theme 

relates to the psychology of soldiers towards serving in UN peacekeeping operations and the 

consequential impact on their mindset for sustained combat operations.   

Some militaries and soldiers have come to see peacekeeping operations as part of their 

normal routines. While some participants stressed on the effects of these operations on 



IMPACT OF UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING ON COMBAT   135 

 
 

recruitment of personnel into the Armed Forces, others stressed on the financial aspect but both 

sides coalesced on the associated effect on the psyche of soldiers that take part in the operations.  

Participants described their experiences on the subject matter as reflected in the comments of 

Alpha who explained that morale was a very important aspect of military combat power so 

troops will be demoralized if they are required to go into operations without any monetary 

incentives. Alpha stated thus: 

UN operations have both positive and negative impacts.  Taking the positive side, due to 

the per diem that the UN pays to troops, soldiers are able to better their lots and so when 

they go on pension they are able to settle down.  And then the negative is that 

peacekeeping is now seen as a welfare package so you see a lot of soldiers lobbying to be 

nominated to go on these operations. 

Alpha added that: 

The multi-dimensional nature of PKOs exposes troops to certain things some of which is 

very positive like they getting to know troops from different countries where they see 

well educated soldiers and as a result now you see that the ordinary soldier sees that he 

has to better himself.  So it has improved things like higher education.  PKO have also 

helped Ghana become well known globally and helps promote the country international 

relations. 

Bravo on his part explained in detail that the relative safety of peacekeeping has eaten 

deep into the psyche of personnel to the degree that if soldiers were to deploy for combat, it may 

be a huge challenge.  He explained that troops are extra-careful in peacekeeping missions 

because according to him ñif you are attacked and you are killed, the UN will just pay only $ 75 

thousand to your family.ôô  Besides, UN agencies like the Conduct and Discipline Unit (CDU), 
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the Office of Internal Oversight Service (OIOS) are ever zealous in conducting investigations 

into any little issue that involves the military.  The consequences or outcome of some of these 

investigations could be dire to the career of the affected soldier.  As a result, Bravo explained 

that soldiers tend to be afraid to act.  He stated that: 

In PKOs, troops operate under the ambit of the law, the UN regulations, the laws of that 

particular country [the host country] then the laws of your own country including military 

law and so if you go and commit an offence there you can be repatriated back home and 

you will be tried .  So if you look at it, the rules and regulations are a little different and 

that is one aspect that has affected us.  No one wants to be blacklisted by the UN.  What 

scares troops the most are UN sanctions, when something happens, the way the UN will 

carry it out and sanction you, they wonôt allow you to travel again.  

Charlieôs views are very much similar to the views expressed by Bravo quoted above. He 

noted that in as much as Ghanaian troops are highly professional and disciplined; some soldiers 

may lack the inquisitive skill like snipping for information in terms of finding out what the 

opposing forces are doing as would be required of them during combat operations.  Charlie 

therefore notes that: 

For countries that have not been involved in proper combat, it is a serious setback 

because the troops honestly are looking for monetary rewards and so in as much as 

possible they want to stay alive and bring back their dollars to spend in their home 

countries.  So if troops have participated in peacekeeping say about 5-10 occasions, the 

next time you are about launching them into proper combat, they will start thinking about 

if I die what will happen and things like that. 

Echo also added meaning to the theme. He noted that peacekeeping has influenced the  
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psychology of personnel in that soldiers have developed a certain sense of material and financial 

expectation for operations.  He stated that: 

Considering the ordeals you pass through while you are in the theatre compared to your 

home ground, you can see that the situations are different.  Your privileges are taken 

away from you in PKOs and so if you are not gaining anything [financially], it will be 

quite difficult for troops. 

Echo nonetheless noted the positive side of PKOs by emphasizing that: 

It has affected us positively as troops get to appreciate why a country is at war. In line 

with that, having known the reason why this country fought, we can write reports on the 

reasons why they fought and state the challenges and causes and this sharpens us in a way 

in preventing a similar occurrence back home [Ghana]. 

Foxtrot also said that: 

I will say it affects the soldier both positively and negatively; positive in the sense that 

the soldier goes on operations and comes home, if he is lucky he goes home with 

something [money].  The soldier will use it for himself, including his extended family. 

But the negative aspect is that because of the monetary aspect of it [PKO], a lot of people 

join the GAF not because they love the system but because of the opportunities they get 

from travelling on PKOs. 

Golf, in a similar vein notes that the current world trends is characterized by the insatiable quest 

for money.  He explained that: 

This current world, people tend to love money more than even the job [military] and this 

is where there is the problem.  Because of welfare, people seek favours to go on the 

[peacekeeping] operations, people love money more than the job and so when they are 



IMPACT OF UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING ON COMBAT   138 

 
 

chosen to go on operations, they like it.  I believe some people [soldiers] will definitely 

find excuses not to go if there were no financial incentives. 

Hotel also stated in detail the following: 

We in Ghana see peacekeeping as a welfare package, other countries it is not.  

And when it is not a welfare package, you see that a lot of things go into it.  Like 

developed countries even when you are on PKO, you are paid some allowances [by your 

home government to supplement the UN allowances] for the inconvenience they 

[personnel] go through.  In our case, we still see it as welfare package. We see that when 

you travel, apart from the fact that you acquire new knowledge, meet new people among 

several other issues, we think that the soldier goes to earn something which he takes back 

home to help in his family upkeep among others.  And so because of that, over time, the 

quest for money is beginning to override the main purpose of the peacekeeping that we 

are supposed to do.   As a result, people join the military in anticipation of going on PKO 

so that they can also buy TV, car, fridge and the rest.  Such people when they find their 

way into the service, they are not committed.  

Theme 4:  UN operations influence military routines.  Participantsô opinions indicated 

that PKOs has a bearing on military routines across a broad spectrum, including training.  The 

requirements for UN operations are different from the training requirements for conventional 

military operations.  Participants added meaning to this theme from their comments which 

showed that as a result of PKOs, a new way of conducting military operations or affairs was 

beginning to emerge in the GAF. Alpha noted in this regard that: 

One of the core values of the military is discipline and so it [PKOs] can affect discipline.  

Also, integrity like people go on PKOs and some troops engage in all sort of illegal  
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activities like trading because troops are more interested in money and this affects our 

values. 

Bravo also noted that PKOs has influenced the emergence of a new type of soldier in the 

GAF.  He said routines in peacekeeping do not toughen troops up because when troops go for 

PKOs ñthey sit at one place, they donôt go anywhere again, even PT [Physical Training] becomes 

a problemò.  He added that PKO has even affected our training regimen:  

The training we give them [troops] before embarking on PKO is slightly different from 

our core training.  Because the [combat] training given at ACTS [Army Combat Training 

School] is not the same as what is been taught at ACOTA [African Contingency 

Operations Training and Assistance].  So you see, the disparity between the 2: for 

example when it comes to firing, you see ACOTA you fire shoulder to shoulder, one 

person here another one person there, shoulder to shoulder.  So an empty case from your 

weapon if you are not careful will go and hit another soldier.  Meanwhile in combat 

training it is not so; in combat you have at least 3 or 5 paces between troops.  

Bravo further noted that as a result of PKOs, the recruitment patterns of the Armed Forces has 

been infiltrated by persons who regard the military just like any other ordinary job or a source of 

livelihood but who are not really interested to soldier. He remarked that: 

For some time now, we do adverts in the dailies [newspapers] and 

we tell young men that join the military and go on peacekeeping missions.  So now 

everybody joining the military, including officers and men, their aim is to go on UN 

peacekeeping missions, to be able to buy TV, buy sound system, fridges, deep freezers, 

and so on.  So now that is the focus of everybody in such a way that many soldiers are 

not interested in courses, they prefer going on peacekeeping missions.  And for courses in 
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particular, soldiers are not interested in combat courses, they are interested in trade 

courses, so as to increase their chances of been employed by the UN. 

Charlie, on his part also noted that while basic military training remains largely 

unadulterated by UN operations, the continuation training tend not to follow the same pattern but 

is fashioned along the lines of UN operations.  Charlie also noted that UN operations have 

influenced the recruitment patterns into the military.  He noted the following: 

In the days gone by, peacekeeping was not the primary motive of people joining the 

military.  But after sometime, even in our adverts for enlistment/recruitment, we state that 

they should have new experiences in peacekeeping and other forms of whatever.  By that 

the expectation of the potential recruit is tilted towards PKOs, what he has heard, not the 

proper soldier that we had heard of.  

Charlie also further noted that as a result of PKOs, the training regimen in the Armed Forces has 

been affected.  He said: 

The basic training remains virtually the same but instead of us doing continuation 

training along the same lines, the training that our soldiers are exposed to are basically 

meant for peacekeeping which is completely a different concept from the core values of 

the military. 

Foxtrot also added meaning to the theme.  He remarked that as a result of UN operations, 

the training routines of the Armed Forces have been affected.  He stated that: 

I will say [PKOs] has affected our training.  There are other types of training that we do 

instead of doing it like 4 times in a year; we do it once or twice a year.  The number of 

UN missions is also affecting our strength.  There used to be drill competitions among 

others but because of the number of UN operations, we donôt even get the number for 
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those competitions.  When a soldier is due to be nominated for UN PKOs and you tell 

him to go for those competitions, he will find a means of avoiding the competition. 

Hotel also remarked that: 

It is not because of the UN [PKOs that has affected our training].  The UN has been there 

for long time, but all the countries that take part are there.  You donôt always train an 

army for war.  In our case we have adopted the peacekeeping aspect and not only the war 

side because we have not engaged in war in a long while.  But like I said, if we receive 

the right training, the right mentality, everything that comes our way, we will be able to 

fight it.  During ECOMOG operations, we trained with life rounds, not blank rounds, at 

the Battle Training Camp before we left for the operation.  That was how we started, so 

when we were going, right from the beginning, the mentality was that we were going to 

fight.  ECOMOG was peace enforcement. So everything was geared towards combat, so 

the mentality was there from the start, from the training up to our insertion into the 

mission area.  So when we even landed at Lungi international airport, everybody was 

alert because we had psyched ourselves from the start.  For war therefore, soldiers will 

quickly adopt but you have to look at the other factors as well, like the motivation factor 

and training as well. 

Theme 5:  Despite the challenges arising from UN Peacekeeping, the Armed Forces 

will still be able to execute combat missions.  Militaries are charged with the responsibility of 

national defense.  Every professional armed force in the world has some core values that guides 

its activities and indeed, serves as the basis for its very existence.  Prominent among these values 

is the capability, disposition and readiness to accept combat and to defend the territorial integrity 

and sovereignty of a country.  In pursuit of this objective, Article 210 of the Constitution of 



IMPACT OF UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING ON COMBAT   142 

 
 

Ghana charges the GAF with the primary responsibility of defending Ghana against all external 

threats to the territory and sovereignty of the country.  It was the opinion of majority of the 

sample that troops will fight especially when the operations are outside the confines of the UN 

which is characterised by numerous restrictions and penalties for violations.  Most participants 

further juxtaposed such a belief with their experiences in peacekeeping operations.  

Alpha remarked that: 

Yes, but Sometimes, it all depends on the mandate and especially the SOFA and that is 

why I said the most dangerous scenario is to change from a PKO to enforcement or when 

the situation deteriorate and get out of hand and you say you are waiting for chapter 7, 

before the resolution is passed, if you are not very careful you may have problems. 

While noting that the GAF ñhave committed ourselves to too many PKOs and as such do 

not have enough troops on ground for the primary roleò nonetheless stressed that personnel of 

the GAF and the GAF as entity were still well positioned to engage in effective combat 

operations when the situation arises.  Charlie  

emphasized in this direction that that the GAF have an effective combat capability, noting that  

despite some of the challenges with the quality of some personnel, the military could still live up 

to expectation.  He commented that: 

Well, personally, most militaries have cowards but you still have a few bold ones among 

them and they are the people who motivate the others to move.  But our training 

generally is no longer that fearsome, and that many of Charlie also added meaning to the 

theme.  our soldiers are becoming too materialistic, they are not thinking about combat 

but they will rise up to it when the situation arises. 

Delta also added meaning to the theme by stating that the reaction of troops to any given  
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situation will largely depend on the commander.  He was of the opinion therefore that PKOs do 

not necessarily impact negatively on the psyche of personnel for combat but laid emphasis on the 

degree and nature of training given to troops.  He stated that:  

The psyche of the personnel depends on what they are told during the concentration [pre-

deployment] training.  For ECOMOG operations for example, during pre-operations 

training troops were educated to be ready for combat.  The individual soldier may be 

affected if he allows such issues [PKOs] to affect his psyche.  It is up to the commanders 

to psyche the troops up appropriately.  It is the responsibility of the commander to ensure. 

Any inaction from troops therefore is a command failure. 

Echo in outlining his unique experience of the phenomenon noted soldiers go into the 

mission knowing what is required of them. He explained that soldiers tend to be overly cautious 

while operating under UN conditions.  He noted with respect to combat that Ghanaian soldiers 

are more than capable but laid emphasis to the fact that troops reaction to every given situation, 

whether combat or not, depends on the prevailing circumstances.  In a similar vein like the  

comments of Delta, he said that the reaction of troops to orders to go into action depends on 

some variables, principally the briefing they receive from their commander.  Echo stated the 

following remarks: 

The reaction of troops to orders to go into combat will come from what you practically 

meet on the ground.  Let me cite an example; our personnel in Leer [a volatile area in 

South Sudan], when they were fired upon and they realized that their lives were in danger 

they returned fire appropriately.  So when the armed elements realised they had returned 

fire, they quickly stopped.  So in reality, when one realises that his life is in danger I 

donôt think they [our soldiers] will maligner.  But it all depends on the command briefing, 
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the tactical command briefing given to them [troops], if you are able to brief them well, 

they will be able to operate.  

Foxtrot also noted that: 

The reaction of troops to go into combat will be like this: those people who have the love 

for the job [military] will never turn their back, but there are other people who are in the 

system because of what they get and those people will have a lot of excuses not to attend 

such a mission.  But I believe majority will go into action; even during ECOMOG 

operations, we had some soldiers who malingered in order to avoid combat so it is not 

just about the contemporary crop of soldiers who may be scared of combat.  Some will be 

scared but the majority will fight. 

Golf on his part explained that every Unit in the Armed Forces is made up of individual 

soldiers with different traits and as such, one should expect different reactions from each soldier 

towards combat tasks.  He said that those who joined the Armed Forces based on interest or their 

desire to serve in the military, will not entertain fear to go into action.  He explained that:  

Those who joined the Armed Forces based on their interest or their desire to serve 

the Nation will not entertain fear.  But we have some other people who only joined 

because it is a source of employment and who see PKOs like it is a welfare package, that 

personôs interest is on how to make money and in situations like that if you launch the 

person into the field, the person will be found wanting.  But you have people who love 

the job and want to do the will of the GAF, they will not have the fears, they will go; this 

is soldier, when it happens that there is the need for combat, they will comply to orders to 

go into action even if reluctantly.  A soldier knows he is supposed to defend your country 

or to be sent outside to keep peace so you need to build that mentality that you must be  
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ready to fight. 

Hotel also added considerable meaning to the theme by noting the problem with combat 

operations does not have to do so much with UN PKOs but because of the level of training.  He 

noted the following about the possible reaction of soldiers to orders to go into combat: 

They will do it, but not all.  Some of them will entertain fear.  The fear will come about 

because of lack of proper or effective training.  When a soldier is well trained, that soldier 

will not fear combat because he knows what to do.   But when the person is not well 

trained or his training is not up to standard, he will entertain fear.  The first fear that 

comes to a soldier is if he doesnôt know what to do or expect.  A trained soldier is full of 

confidence and therefore moves freely.  It gives troops the confidence that they can go 

into combat and come out safe.  But when you lack the necessary training or equipment, 

it weakens your resolve or confidence.  But those who are well trained and who are 

poised, they will do it.  Even here [UNMISS], there are a lot of people, they will do it 

because they will not see anything wrong with it but just as a normal military task and  

therefore will do it [combat] confidently.  

Hotel further added that: 

But when it comes to major combat operations, we will not achieve immediate 100% 

Combat Efficiency because we need to re-orientate the soldiers psyche, their mind among 

other things to let them understand what it is that we are going into, and what it is to be 

expected.  But if you want to rush them into those things [combat], some soldiers may 

even resign, they will tell you that they have resigned from the army. 

Drawing on their individual experiences, the participants indicated that the ability of the  

GAF to defend Ghana is not so much compromised by its deployments in peacekeeping.  This is  
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because a comprehensive threat analysis is often done before the Armed Forces accept to deploy 

into a UN peacekeeping theatre.  Alpha added meaning to this theme by stating the following: 

I think our defense needs have not been compromised as such because we need to do a 

threat analysis and realize that Ghana for years past has been relatively peaceful.  And I 

think that even engaging in PKOs is more beneficial than training to only stay at home to 

wait that there is a security problem because morale will be dampened.  I think before we 

even took on the deployment, we have done a threat assessment of the countryôs security 

situation and even when we do the deployment we have the rear units to take charge of 

security. 

Charlie also stressed that a countryôs defence needs are tailored towards anticipated 

threats.  He explained that there was no immediate security threat to Ghana and therefore the 

GAF is focused on protecting the territorial integrity of the country.  He said assessed threats 

from neighbouring countries determine the degree of a countryôs defence capabilities.  Charlie 

noted the following: 

My opinion is that our defense needs are tailored towards the threats we anticipate; for 

now we do not see any threats and therefore we are focused on defending or protecting   

the territorial integrity [of the country] but we have to find alternative use for the military 

and that is why we are tilting more towards peacekeeping.  

Golf on his part said no soldier enjoys war, but noted that as a soldier one knows the 

expectation for national defence or combat.  He described the situation as follows: 

Peacekeeping operations makes the GAF become very strong.  The reason is because it 

enables troops attain international experience from PKOs.  It is not easy to leave your 

home country and go to control someone in his country, you need to acquire more skills 
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and experience in order to enable you conduct yourself and execute your duties very well 

and this makes the military strong.  

Bravo however has a different perspective.  He posited that: 

Nobody thinks about the defence needs of Ghana, the government is not prepared to arm 

us [the military].  All the equipment we buy, all are towards PKO.  Whenever we are 

purchasing any equipment, we think about PKO and not for the internal security of this 

country.  All major equipment are purchased for PKO because of the reimbursements and 

nobody thinks over the combat effectiveness of the Armed Forces. 

Bravo further explained in detail the key role the GAF played in not only securing the 

independence of Ghana, but emphasized that:  

The core values of the military are to defend the territorial integrity of the country and 

this nation. If you are looking for an aircraft to deploy for peacekeeping, Ghana 

government will do everything to get it for you but let us look for an aircraft to support 

combat operations, it will become a contentious issue.  For the GAF each and every oneôs 

idea now is geared towards PKO, nobody is prepared to soldier.  So as I was telling you, 

soldiers donôt even like combat courses.  So now we have different types of soldiers who 

are not prepared to soldier.  So should there be any fighting, we may be found wanting in 

some areas.  We are not getting major combat equipment partly because of PKOs.  

Equipment are purchased to PKO because of the reimbursements the UN pays for them. 

Summary of Common Themes 

The summary of all the key themes deduced from the primary data from the interviews 

with the participants are stated in the succeeding Tables.  Table 2 presents a tabular summary of 

participantsô description of the concept of UN peacekeeping operations and how these operations  
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are largely in contrast with the conduct of combat missions. 

Table 2 

 UN peacekeeping operations contrast with combat missions 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2 shows that the orientation of soldiers for the conduct of traditional military is 

different from PKOs.  Troops in UN peacekeeping are eventually develop a sense of phobia 

with regards to the employment use of force; the resultant effect is a feeling of phobia in troops.  
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Table 3 presents the political orientation of PKOs. 

Table 3 

The setting of UN peacekeeping is political 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 3 indicates that PKO are geared towards the achievement of political and  
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humanitarian objectives, not military victories.  Soldiers in peacekeeping therefore are not to be 

warriors but mediators and conciliators.  The environment of PKOs, with the restrictions on the 

use of force enshrined in the ROE imposes on troops an aversion to combat tasks. Table 4 is a 

summary of how PKOs affect the psyche of soldiers.   

Table 4 

Peacekeeping assignments influence the mindset of personnel   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4 depicts that rewards to soldiers, principally financial, arising from their  
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participation in UN peacekeeping, has both negative and positive dividends.  The allowances 

from peacekeeping though have been a major source of financial relief to troops, nonetheless 

have influenced the recruitment patterns into the Armed Forces and consequently the zeal of 

some personnel to be fully committed to the profession of arms.  The table shows that 

participants described PKO as nothing more than a welfare package devoid of the connotations 

of military operations.  Table 5 presents participantsô description of how PKOs influences 

established military routines.  

Table 5 

UN operations influence military routines  
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on the training regimen and other routines in peacekeeping do not toughen soldiers for the 

demands of combat operations.  Table 6 shows the Armed Forces is ready to combat tasks, 

despite the challenges arising from its participation in PKO. 

Table 6 

Despite the challenges arising from UN Peacekeeping, the Armed Forces will still be able to 

execute combat missions 
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Table 6 shows that despite the numerous constraints on the military arising from 

peacekeeping, the GAF will execute combat tasks when ordered, despite the odds.  PKO also do 

not expose the country to the degree that the Armed Forces cannot defend the homeland because 

the necessary security assessments are often done before deploying troops into a peacekeeping 

theatre. The threat analysis often indicates the relative security of the homeland and the 

capability of the Armed Forces to be able to react well to any emergent threats.  The importance 

of training as an essential ingredient to combat power is also established.  A well-trained soldier 

exudes confidence and is better placed to meet the vagaries of combat operations.  Effective and 

realistic combat training should therefore be the focuses of the military in order to better position 

the Armed Forces in the discharge of its core duties. 

Summary 

The chapter presented the analysis of the primary qualitative data from interviews with 

the research participants.  Six Senior Officers who are SME involved in the management of 

peacekeeping affairs in the GAF and 3 experienced SWOs were interviewed for the primary 

data.  Criterion, purposeful and convenience sampling were all combined in selecting the 

participants.  The high quality of the participants gave a high degree of credibility to the study.  

The interviews were audio recorded and transcribed for analysis.  A close examination of the 

interview transcripts led to the identification of some dominant ideas that eventually coalesced 

around major themes.  Five major themes were identified from the analysis of the interview 

transcripts.  These themes were as follows:  

(a)  UN peacekeeping contrast with combat  missions 

(b)  The Setting of UN peacekeeping is political 

(c)  Peacekeeping assignments influence the mindset of personnel 

(d)  UN operations influence military routines 
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(e)  Despite the challenges arising from UN Peacekeeping, the Armed Forces will still 

be able to execute combat missions. 

The presentation on each theme was preceded with a description of the main idea or ideas that 

informed the theme.  Direct quotes were taken from participantsô interview transcripts to 

expatiate on areas of the theme that their comments added meaning to.  The findings and their 

symmetry with other research findings on the subject matter are presented and discussed in 

Chapter 5.  
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Chapter 5:  Conclusions and Recommendations 

This phenomenological study examined UN peacekeeping operationsô impact on the 

combat disposition of participating militaries with particular focus on the GAF.  The focus of the 

research was on discovering how soldiers assess their experiences in UN PKOs and how those 

operations impact, affects or relates to the combat disposition of the Armed Forces.  This was 

considered relevant in order to offer significant insight into the emergent phenomenon for multi-

national organizations involved in peacekeeping, participating nation-states, corporate military as 

well individual members of the Armed Forces.  This Chapter presents the results of the study. 

The Chapter weaves together the research findings with the reviewed literature, discusses the 

applicability of the findings, and makes a case for future research. 

The Chapter is organized into 4 major sectors.  The first part presents the summary of the 

results.  In this section, a brief description of the research problem is re-stated, as well as the key 

thematic issues from the literature review. A brief summary of the research methodology is also 

discussed.  The section concludes with a summary of the key findings from the analysis of the 

primary data.  The second part of the Chapter discusses the results of the study.  A synthesis of 

the results is juxtaposed with findings from previous research in order to add meaning to the 

answers to the Research Questions (RQs).  In the third stage, conclusions and practical 

recommendations are made to help address the key problem areas identified from the study.    

Finally, the field of peacekeeping is an emergent discipline with many unexplored areas.  

Limitations from the research meant that some aspects of the phenomenon were not adequately 

covered.  In the fourth stage, areas that the research did not address but is deemed necessary are 

proffered for further research.  
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Summary of the Results 

Peacekeeping is one of the multi-national mechanisms used by the UN and other 

regional/sub-regional organizations to contain armed conflicts, both inter-state and intra-state. 

The essence of peacekeeping is to create the necessary conditions for the peaceful resolution of 

armed conflicts.  The UN has been the main architect of contemporary global multi-national 

PKOs.  Peacekeeping has gone through many generations since the first mission was deployed in 

the Middle East in 1948.  From a purely traditional approach which involved the deployment of 

troops to occupy buffer zones in order to separate belligerent parties from engaging in further 

combat, peacekeeping has metamorphosed over the years to become a multi-agency undertaking 

in contemporary times.  Though peacekeeping is regarded as not a job for soldiers, the 

involvement of the military in peacekeeping has remained an enduring part in the international 

communityôs response to many armed conflicts across the world (Bellamy, 2010; Garima & 

Gippner, 2013; Ram, 2006; UN, 1992).  

The GAF has been a key participant in UN peacekeeping since 1960 when the first batch 

of GAF personnel were deployed for UN operations in Congo Kinshasa.  The GAF has since 

taken part in all generations of peacekeeping; peacekeeping remains one of the major pre-

occupations of the GAF.  Peacekeeping, apart from been a military undertaking has also been a 

major foreign relations tool to Troop Contributing Countries (TCCs).   

Research has established that peacekeeping operations impact on participating militaries 

across a wide spectrum (Ayawine, 2013;  Chiyuki, Cedric, & Ramesh 2007;  Joint Doctrine, 

2011;  Koltko-Rivera, Ganey & Mulloy, 2007; Marina, 2016;; Pinar, 2010; Raju, 2014).  

Traditional military craft is aimed principally at executing combat missions but not as 

peacekeepers.  Peacekeeping is regarded as lying outside the ambit of core military roles.  The 
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nature of international peacekeeping challenges the military ethos as fighters (Join Doctrine, 

2011; Pinar, 2010).  Though peacekeeping has gone through so much change over the period, no 

study has been devoted principally to assess its impact on the combat disposition of participating 

militaries.  Arising from above, the problem of this study was to assess the nexus between UN 

peacekeeping and the combat disposition of the GAF.  

A review of the available related literature on peacekeeping showed that the military 

remains a key component for the resolution of armed conflicts across the world (HIPPO, 2015; 

Kenkel, 2013; Katsumi, 2016; UN, 2014; UN, 1990).  The reviewed literature also showed that 

the operational environment in contemporary peacekeeping is at variance from the traditional 

conduct of military combat operations.  The reviewed literature further shows that there are 

many constraining factors in the UN operations theatre that impinges on the traditional concept 

of operations of the military.  These challenges arise from the need for participating militaries to 

help promote emergent global cosmopolitan values and ideals such as democracy, human rights, 

rule of law, gender, among other emergent issues in contemporary peacekeeping.  The reviewed 

literature also established that as a result of peacekeeping, the training regimen of some 

participating militaries have been tailored to factor in these emergent trends.  

The reviewed literature further established that there are restrictions with respect to the 

use of force in peacekeeping (Bellany 2010; Chesterman, 2005; Findlay, 2002; Hillen, 1998; 

UN, 2013; UN, 2016).  This fact has been confirmed in the research findingsô Theme 1 - UN 

peacekeeping operations contrast with combat missions.  Theme 1 established that as a result of 

the multi-faceted restrictions on the use of force and other variables in contemporary 

peacekeeping theatres, peacekeeping soldiers eventually become lethargic in the discharge of 

their core role, combat.  The associated penalties in the event of violating any of the rules of 
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engagement do not only deny soldiers the ability to be proactive, but could make them develop a 

sense of phobia which consequently predisposes them to become lethargic in the discharge of 

their duties especially when a situation demands a decisive employment of force (Bellany, 2011; 

Bellamy & Williams, 2012; Findlay, 2002; Theme 1).  The role of the military component in 

peacekeeping operations therefore continues to evolve in response to these new challenges and 

political realities. 

The reviewed literature also established the realist nature of international politics wherein 

national interests remain the driving force that determine state policy in the global context 

(Morgenthau, 1967).  TCCs are informed by their national interest when making decisions to 

deploy troops to a peacekeeping operation.  The motivation for financial gains remains one of the 

key considerations a country makes when deploying troops into a peacekeeping mission.   At the 

personal level, the literature shows that the major motivation for personnel going on 

peacekeeping is for the financial gains that they get from UN allowances (Bellany & Paul, 2012; 

Birikorang, 2007; Cosgrave, 2003). 

The reviewed literature however failed to address how peacekeeping impact on the 

combat disposition of participating militaries.  This void in the available literature aroused the 

interest of the researcher to investigate the phenomenon.  The researcherôs intent was to come 

out with findings to augment the available body of knowledge on the military in peacekeeping. 

The study was guided by 4 theoretical frameworks:  the systems theory, realist theory, 

cosmopolitan theory and the military theory.  The study made use of the philosophical 

assumptions of epistemology (Creswell, 2007) and ontology (Creswell, 2007; Denzin & Lincoln, 

2011) wherein truth and reality do not exist independent of individualsô experiences but is a 

conglomeration of such experiences.   
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Subject Matter Experts (SME) comprising 6 senior officers and 3 Senior Warrant 

Officers (SWOs) from across the 3 Arms of Service of the GAF ï the Army, Navy and Air Force 

ï were interviewed to generate primary data.  The findings are a culmination of the participantsô 

ideas as they shared their deep insights into their lived experiences of the phenomenon.  The 

results of the study are presented in the form of themes.  Thematic findings are a type of finding 

that reflects a greater degree of data transformation that shows a latent pattern discerned in the 

data (DeSantis & Ugarriza, 2000; Fredericks & Miller, 1997).  The following were the common 

themes generated from the primary data: 

Theme 1.  UN peacekeeping contrast with conventional combat operations. 

Theme 2.  The Setting of UN peacekeeping is political. 

Theme 3.  Peacekeeping influences the mindset of personnel. 

Theme 4.  UN peacekeeping impacts on military routines. 

Theme 5.  Despite the challenges arising from UN Peacekeeping, the Armed Forces will 

still be able to execute combat missions.  

Discussion of the Results 

This part presents a discussion of the themes in order to taper them to come out with 

specific findings to provide answers to the research questions.  The reviewed literature in 

Chapter 2 is employed to provide meaning for the results.  Even though previous research has 

not directly explored the connection between peacekeeping and the combat disposition of 

participating militaries, nonetheless, highlighting the parallels and divergences within the 

available literature was deemed necessary in order to add significance to the study.  This helped 

establish the importance of the study as well as serve as a benchmark for comparing the relative 

implications for the findings (Creswell, 2009).  The research sought answers to the following  
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RQs: 

 R1.   How does participating in UN peacekeeping operations impact on the combat 

disposition of the GAF?  

R2.   How does the environment in contemporary UN PKOs affect the militaryôs ability  

to align military combat missions with evolving political objectives?  

R3.   How does UN PKOs affect the psychological orientation of military personnel? 

The analysis of the results is done to provide answers to the stated RQs.  Each research 

question is discussed separately in a sub-section.  In discussing the results, themes with a 

common import are grouped together to provide answers to the related research question.  

Themes that have cross-cutting meaning to other RQs have been reflected under both RQs. 

RQ 1:  How does participating in UN peacekeeping operations impact on the 

combat disposition of the GAF?  The principal objective of this study was to establish how UN 

peacekeeping operations impact on the combat disposition of participating militaries.  The first 

research question therefore sought to find out from participants their individual experiences of 

UN peacekeeping and how they assess its impact on military dispositions.  Two major themes, 

along with some direct responses from the interviewed subject matter experts from the study 

provided the required information that answers this RQ.  These themes are:  

(a)  Theme 1.  UN peacekeeping contrasts with conventional combat operations. 

(b)  Theme 4.  UN operations impact on military routines.  

The first theme - UN peacekeeping operations contrast with combat missions - refers to 

how participants described their experiences in UN peacekeeping operations vis-a-vis what is 

expected of the military in the discharge of its primary duties during warfare (Theme 1).  Many 

of the participants were generally of the view that the conduct of peacekeeping operations was in 
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contrast to that of combat operations.  The other theme ï  UN operations impacts on military 

routines ï shows participantsô description of how UN operations has contributed to some 

changes in the established routines of the Armed Forces and how this trend has led to changes in 

the combat disposition of participating militaries (Theme 4).   

 An examination of these themes led to the identification of specific areas where 

peacekeeping operations impact on the combat disposition of the militaries.  The findings arising 

from an analysis of these themes with respect to providing answers to RQ 1 include the 

following: 

(a) Conduct of operations is diplomatic in nature. 

(b)  Absence of Friend/Enemy Dichotomy in PKOs. 

(c)  Application of force is restricted. 

(d)  Types of duties are civil in nature.  

(e)  Training is modeled according to the demands of PKOs 

Each point will now be addressed sequentially.  

  The first major point which shows the contrast between warfare and peacekeeping 

operations is in the parallel nature of the conduct of the respective operations.   Participants in 

this direction noted that the expectations from the military in the discharge of its primary 

obligations in times of warï principally the execution of combat missions ï is at variance from 

what is expected of the military deployed in peacekeeping.  Whereas a military at war seeks 

combat under the most favourable conditions in sync with its doctrine and strategy, the 

avoidance of combat is the preferred choice of a peacekeeping military. This finding explains the 

findings of Ford (2002) that army doctrine should be focused on how to fight and win wars but 

not on peacekeeping.  The practice in peacekeeping is said to corrupt the combat disposition of 
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the military in line with the findings of Bellany and Williams (2009); Ford, (2002); Joint 

Doctrine (2011), Raju (2014) ). 

The study further established that the peacekeeping theatre is bereft of enemy forces.  

Many of the participants described the challenge this poses to the military. The consequence of 

this is that the military in Chapter VI peacekeeping operates without much focus on the 

application of military art or the employment of tactics to manoevre to defeat an opposing force.  

Combat oriented troops are expected to exude some qualities such as a robust psyche for but 

participants noted this disposition is very much the opposite of the disposition of troops deployed 

for peacekeeping missions; combat in a peacekeeping theatre is thus the exception than the norm.  

 The military in peacekeeping, ideally, is expected to succeed without employing combat power 

or even the threat of force to compel an enemy to capitulate which is the opposite of what is 

expected of a force deployed into a combat theatre.    

The military, instead of resorting to the use of force which is its traditional hallmark 

activity, rather largely resorts to liaising with, appealing to, or cajoling the armed groups in 

theatre in order to avoid a resort to use of force. Troops in PKOs as a result tend to have some 

fears and therefore become vulnerable, especially in theatres where negotiations have not 

reached far and incursions between or among the hostile parties are still prevalent.  In this 

situation, troops ego is affected in a peacekeeping operations theatre because soldiers are often 

compelled under prevailing circumstances to lower themselves and try in a soberly way to appeal 

to belligerents elements. This paradox was ably amplified in the comments of respondents as 

reflected in Theme 1.  

This confirms the findings by Mulloy (2007) that soldiers in peacekeeping operations  

experience a cultural transposition from a traditional military approach to conflicts.  An  
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overarching engagement in this pacifist operations atmosphere is said to blunt the fighting spirit 

of participating militaries (Joint Doctrine, 2011).  It further confirms the findings of Marina 

(2016) that the military is employed to provide the necessary secure atmosphere for peacemaking 

and other political negotiations to take place by preventing further violence.   

The disposition of a force in a combat theatre is distinct.  In combat operations, the 

military maintains a distinct sense of alertness; immediate action (IA) drills to effective enemy 

fire is instinctive - ódash down, crawl to cover, observe and return fireô - as stipulated in the 

teachings of basic tactics (Platoon Tactics, 2015). .  Achieving pre-emption and surprise on the 

enemy coupled with pragmatic fire and manoevre thus remains the cornerstone of combat 

operations at the basic level of manoevre units such as the infantry. 

Whereas strategy in warfare requires among others, the identification of the enemyôs 

Centre of Gravity or the source from which a military unit or force derives its strength and will to 

fight, the use of the core functions of find, fix and strike in order to defeat the enemyôs will to 

continue fighting and cohesion or ability to remain united as a cohesive fighting unit is largely 

missing in PKO.  As a result, tactical concepts such as application of firepower, tempo, 

simultaneity and surprise, the scenario in a peacekeeping theatre is very much the opposite of 

this standard military practice.  Such terms and operations are indeed largely missing in 

peacekeeping theatres (Kenkel, 2013; Mulloy, 2007).   

Peacekeeping operations thus have indicated that soldiering is not only about combat, but 

predisposes troops to acts of diplomacy, building enduring relationships with stakeholders as 

well as a high degree of professionalism in the discharge of operations as such operations can 

transit to become subjects of enquiries. 

This finding is consistent with the findings of Kenkel (2013) that the object of military  
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operations under peacekeeping is not to defeat an enemy but rather to avoid hostilities, to 

facilitate communication between the parties, and to advance the process of reconciliation. These 

are very different objectives when compared to military combat.   Kaldor (2001) in this same 

light also explains that the ócosmopolitan soldierô required for peacekeeping as being between 

soldiering and policing. The finding is also in consonance with the conclusions of Kiszely (2007) 

that in peacekeeping, the equivalent of dead enemy soldiers and ground gained is violence 

between former hostile parties abated.   

The warrior ethic in soldiers entails, to be effective in combat, an army requires its 

personnel to have a self-perception of warriors as fighters; and the army as a whole needs to be 

imbued with the characteristic spirit, or ethos, of the fighting warrior: the desire to close in with 

the enemy and kill/defeat him with a combination of fire and manoevre (Combat Team Tactics, 

2015; Kiszely, 2007).  The study established that this fact is the very opposite of what is 

expected of the military in a peacekeeping theatre.   

Peacekeeping troops, instead of employing  surprise to pre-empt the enemy in order to 

seize and maintain the initiative which is a crucial element to victory in combat, the contrary is 

the case in peacekeeping theatres wherein troops are largely required to be reactive than 

proactive (UNMISS SOP, 2013).  Troops in peacekeeping, conscious of the principles and role 

definition of the military thus tend to have an assumed sense of relative security from combat 

and are therefore often disinclined to exposure to extreme levels of risks.  In view of this, 

Khusrav, Justin, Todd, and Hirofumi (2015) contend that the vast majority of troops in UN 

peacekeeping operations are unable or unwilling to fulfill protection mandates at the risk of their 

own safety.    
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The overall effect of this trend on the combat disposition of participating militaries is that 

troops tend to become timid which could adversely affect the combat disposition of some 

participating militaries (Joint Doctrine, 2011).  Thus peacekeeping operations have an impact on 

the combat effectiveness of the military because soldiers are now used to peacekeeping 

operations and hence anything combat frightens them as reflected in respondentsô comments in 

Theme 1. 

The fact that peacekeeping troops have been characterized as ótimidô and disinterested in 

combat operations confirms assertions in the Joint Doctrine (2011) publication that peacekeeping 

operations blunt the fighting power of participating militaries.  Sion (2006) in a research on 

Swiss soldiers deployed to peacekeeping also concluded that Swiss soldiers perceived 

peacekeeping as overly ófeminineô which do not promote their combat efficacy.   The effect is 

that combat in peacekeeping, even in limited Chapter VII mandates becomes a rare exception.  

The overall impact on militaries is that this trend could eventually affect the mental robustness of 

troops to execute high tempo combat operations with increased possibility of sustaining 

casualties (Katsumi I. (2016; Khusrav G. Justin G., Todd S., Hirofumi, 2015).   

  Another major finding from this research is with respect to the absence of friend/enemy 

dichotomy to military operations (Theme 1).  A major area which makes peacekeeping contrast 

with warfare operations is the absence of an enemy force in peacekeeping operations.  A major 

feature in operations of war however is the identification of enemy forces or insurgents that 

friendly forces seek to defeat (Bellany, 2010; UN, 2016).  The friend/enemy distinction is thus a 

major hall mark in combat operations especially in international operations.   

There is however no enemy forces within the context of UN operations and participants 

noted the fact that peacekeeping troops are often required to be more like órefereesô between or 
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among the opposing factions.  Indeed, there is no enemy in peacekeeping even when there are 

hostile forces to the presence of the peacekeepers (UN, 2016).  Soldiers are trained to kill the 

enemy before the enemy kills them but this principle of preemption is largely negated in UN 

operations; troops are required to be rather more reactive than proactive to threats (UNMISS, 

2016).  This dilemma in peacekeeping is aptly surmised in the fact that soldiers in the field of 

warfare are expected to kill the enemy before the enemy could bring their strength to bear on 

them; however, in PKOs troops are required to be reactive than proactive in relation to óthe 

enemyô and any use of force is expected to be proportionate and justifiable.  

This situation arises because in peacekeeping operations, soldiers are sent to help defeat a 

conflict but not an enemy (UN, 2015; UN, 2013) .  The inability of soldiers to take initiative in 

relation to the óenemyô in UN peacekeeping operations makes troops become vulnerable and 

reticent in the discharge of their duties (Khusrav, Justin, Todd, & Hirofumi, 2015).  This arises 

from the desire of soldiers to avoid been found culpable of any inappropriate use of force or 

conduct and as a result, end up been possibly blacklisted by the UN from participating in future 

UN operations thereby losing the extra income they would otherwise have gained (Ayawine, 

2013; Birikorang, 2007; Bellamy et al., 2004).    

The absence of a clearly defined enemy makes the peacekeeping situation murkier in the 

sense that peacekeeping troops are expected to be like referees between the opposing factions; 

peacekeepers do not have an enemy but the parties in dispute have opposing factions and UN 

soldiers are supposed to be a neutral referee.  The absence of a clearly defined enemy poses 

challenge for the military in peacekeeping operations. 

This finding connects with the findings of Bellamy et al. (2004) that there are no enemies 

to vanquish and as such exhilaration of victory cannot be experienced in peacekeeping.  This role 
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conflict is intrinsic to all peacekeeping operations and this can be challenging to the psyche of 

troops for combat operations.   Bellany (2010) in a similar vein therefore concludes that 

traditional outright warfare is increasingly becoming an antithetical skill to soldiers deployed on 

peacekeeping operations.  Peacekeeping engagements could consequently engender the 

emergence of a new type of soldier divorced from the warrior culture (Kernic, 1999) and this 

ultimately negatively affects the combat disposition of the military.  

Another key finding is with respect to the application of force.  The employment of a 

pragmatic strategy coupled with the use of superior force is essential to success in combat 

operations.  The UN imposes strict restrictions on the employment of force.  The consequence of 

the absence of a clear enemy is that the UN imposes strict rules of engagement for its 

peacekeepers.  Peacekeepers are required to follow a graduated and proportional use of force 

(UNMISS SOP, 2016).  In the modern UN operations, one is expected to justify any use of force. 

This situation arises as a result of the requirement for evidence as soldiers need to justify any use 

of force (UNMISS, 2013).   

The result of this requirement is that troops are eventually reduced timidity which 

consequently affect their combat disposition.  Though the principle of justification is a 

requirement even in combat operations, it is not very much pronounced like in PKOs in which 

the least use of force can become a subject for a Board of Inquiry (BOI).  Achieving pre-emption 

and surprise are key elements of military training and essential ingredients to achieve success in 

war (GMA Tactics, 2005).  But within the context of UN peacekeeping, restraint in the use of 

force is rather the watchword.  In UN peacekeeping, the methods to the employment of force are 

so gradual; one has to first negotiate, and fire is opened only self defense. Too much of this 

practice affects troops combat disposition.  The effect of peacekeeping on troops could therefore  
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be effectively described as negatively affecting troopsô combat disposition (Joint Doctrine, 2011) 

This finding confirms the findings of Rivera et al. (2004) who concluded troops in 

peacekeeping stand the risk of losing the war fighting skills for which they were originally 

trained to execute.  Peacekeepers lack the clear field of battle that is customary to war.  Cosgrave 

(2003) in a research on the comparative and operational aspects of peacekeeping in intra-state 

conflicts, also concluded that peacekeeping is regarded as lying outside the domain of traditional 

military practice as it does not happen at the same pace and intensity as battle.  Peacekeeping 

troops are also required to, among other things abstain from the use of force and in as much as 

possible avoid combat operations (Findlay, 2002; Khusrav, Justin, Todd,& Hirofumi, 2015).  

Indeed, the primary aim of the UN is to endeavor in as much as possible to avoid combat 

operations since it will be a contradiction that in its effort to ensure peaceful resolution to a 

conflict, the UN will itself resort to the use of same force. 

 This is similar to the findings that the nature of UN peacekeeping operations not only 

challenges the traditional concept of soldiering but also challenges soldiersô self-esteem as 

warriors (Joint Doctrine, 2011; Rivera et al., 2004).   Peacekeeping troops are required to be 

lightly armed and operate within the confines of the principles of consent, impartiality, the non-

use of force except in self defence (Ford, 2004; Kenkel, 2013).  Hills (2001) therefore conclude 

that over indulgence in peacekeeping style deployments could result in forces becoming a 

ógendarmerieô, with a diminished reputation for combat operations.   

This trend eventually could leave an imprint in the psyche of soldiers going on 

peacekeeping missions.  These characteristics of a peacekeeping force are in contrast to the 

disposition of a force deployed for combat operations and therefore make the conduct of PKO to 

be in contrast to the nature of warfare operations.  PKO are not a fighting operation; the multi-
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dimensional nature of the operations has made it become very necessary for the military to know 

how to deal with the numerous agencies in a peacekeeping theatre (HIPPO Report, 2015; UN, 

2016).  In peacekeeping, ódefend and negotiateô is thus the considered equivalent of ófire and  

movementô at the tactical level of combat operations.   

This finding is at variance with the traditional role of the military as espoused by one of 

historyôs greatest Generals, Carl von Clausewitz (1968) that violent force is the fundamental 

source of military power and that ólet us not hear of generals who conquer without bloodshedò 

(p. 25). Yet, this is the very requirement imposed on peacekeeping troops.  In consequence 

thereof, troops going on peacekeeping are often psychologically prepared for any other task but 

combat (Marina, 2016; Nina, 2000; Pugh, 2003).  

 This trend could eventually adversely affect the combat disposition of participating 

militaries by making troops to become less masculine and aggressive. This leaves an enduring 

stigma in the mental disposition of troops which may be a challenge when they eventually have 

to face reality in combat someday (Khusrav, Justin, Todd, & Hirofumi, 2015). This is in 

consonance with the assertion that militaries engaged in regular high intensity combat missions 

see peacekeeping operations as a deviation from their core duties (Katsumi, 2016; Joint Doctrine, 

2011; Nina, 2000; Pinar, 2006;. ).   

    Another contrasting point between warfare and peacekeeping which affects the combat 

disposition of participating militaries is with regards to the nature of duties the military perform 

in a peacekeeping theatre.  The role of the military in contemporary peacekeeping is not in sync 

with the military theoretical framework wherein soldiers are required to be combatants (Joint 

Doctrine, 2011; Nina, 2000).  The primary function of the military component in Second 

Generation peacekeeping is principally to provide a secure environment so that other elements 
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engaged in mediation and other aspects of the peace process to function (Marina, 2016; Pinar, 

2006).   The military in peacekeeping therefore perform non-traditional tasks, duties of 

principally civil and policing in nature. 

  Troops major routine is to provide security to UN bases and conduct escort duties and 

patrols depending on the tactical situation in the mission.  Recently, the protection of civilians in 

cantonment sites has become one of the key roles of the military (HIPPO Report, 2015; UNMISS 

SOP, 2016).  Even though present day operations demand more from the military, peacekeeping 

troops often have relative a sense of safety and security in theatre without much risks of frontline 

action.  

Peacekeeping is not all about combathence there is the need for soldiers deployed to these 

operations to understand this dynamic as they are supposed to be more of diplomats than 

combatants.  This fact is in line with the findings of Goldwin (2005) that modern peacekeeping is 

witnessing a transformation in the role of the soldier, from use of force to negotiations and 

conciliation.  This could eventually affect the psyche of personnel as soldiers with a warrior 

mentality (Goldwin, 2005).   

   Another theme with respect to providing answers to RQ 1 is that óUN Operations 

impact on Military Routinesô (Theme 4).  The central point in this theme relates to the effect of 

PKOs on the training regimen of participating militaries.  Participants noted that peacekeeping 

affects the combat disposition of participating militaries as it influences military routines 

basically through training.  The requirements for UN operations are different from the training 

and other operational requirements for conventional military operations (Diehl, 2008; Erskine, 

1990; UN, 2015). 

In pursuit of global cosmopolitan ideals, the strategy for UN peacekeeping operations has 
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led to fundamental changes in the training regimen of participating militaries (Kotia, 2015).  

Participants confirmed that as a result of PKOs, there are some aspects of the training regimen in 

the Armed Forces that has been shaped to accommodate the new trends.  This is in consonance 

with the assertions of Betts-Fetherston (1998) that there is no switch inside a blue helmet that 

automatically turns a soldier trained for war fighting into an individual prepared to work non-

violently and with cultural sensitivity in a highly militarized environment; hence the need for 

training to help in that transition from aggression to a pacifist role.   

Peacekeeping has thus made it imperative for the military to acclimatize to new subject 

areas in order to effectively function with the other agencies operating in a peacekeeping theatre 

(Kotia, 2015).  These factors, Franke (2003) contends have called into question the traditional 

meaning of soldiers especially the combat-orientated warrior identity.   

Participants also noted that while basic military training remains largely unadulterated by 

demands for peacekeeping training, continuation training in the Armed Forces is influenced by 

UN operations.  This finding is in line with the conclusions that peacekeeping operations require 

the transformation of the individual soldier (Hoffman, 2006).  Krulak (1999) therefore explains 

the need for leadership to be devolved further down the chain of command in a complex and 

rapidly evolving peacekeeping mission environment.  

 In pursuit of the objectives of peacekeeping, personnel of the GAF earmarked for 

peacekeeping go for pre-deployment training.  This training is mostly focused on the softer 

aspect of operations such as cultural sensitivity, avoidance of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse 

(SEA), the Rules of Engagement (ROE), and such other topics than combat related topics such as 

employment of all arms combat and other key components of physical fighting power. This 

research established that in order to be effective in the peacekeeping theatre, the training regimen 



IMPACT OF UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING ON COMBAT   172 

 
 

and routines of the Armed Forces has been more policing, inclined towards peacekeeping 

operations.  This is consistent with the findings of Galtung (1976) who in a study of Norwegian 

peacekeeping troops stationed in UNIFIL established that troops requested for more police 

training than military training.   

As a result, the training requirement of troops for peacekeeping operations is different 

from those of conventional military training (ACOTA, 2010).  The peacekeeping pre-

deployment training is slightly different from core military training.  Combat training as 

instructed at the Army Combat Training School is not the same as what is taught at the American 

sponsored Africa Contingency Operations Training and Assistance. Meanwhile in combat 

soldiers advance with at least 3 - 5 paces between troops.  

Kotia (2015) in a study on the GAF operations in Liberia and Lebanon reinforces this 

point that the military in peace operations often work in very hostile and difficult multi-cultural 

societies. This requires that troops nominated for peacekeeping operations are effectively trained 

on the subtleties of the conflict as well as the socio-cultural paradigms of the locals in order to 

enable them effectively implement their mandates.   

Troops, in order to be aware of the conduct of peace keeping, are taken through the 

fundamental principles of UN operations among several other disciplines.  In line with this 

objective, pre-deployment training is a major routine in the Armed Forces (Operation Sunshine, 

2017).  All personnel nominated for peacekeeping are required go for pre-deployment training 

before deploying into the mission.  This finding is similar to other findings that the integration of 

civil and military roles in PKOs theatre has impacted on the training and preparedness level of 

military peacekeepers (Guéhenno, 2016; Marina, 2016; UN, 2006).  Although war-fighting 

soldiers can also be good peacekeepers, the findings further confirms the conclusions of Segal 
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and Segal (1993) that the behavior of a traditional soldier is incongruent with what is regarded as 

an appropriate behavior for peacekeeping troops.  Diehl (2008) thus establishes that the 

requirements for effective military training for peacekeeping operations are one of the challenges 

that face peacekeeping in the twenty-first century.   

The change in training brought about as a result of UN PKOs is consistent with findings 

in the HIPPO Report (2015) which states that there is an increasing focus on peacekeeping 

related activities such as the protection of civilians.  This is also in line with the findings of 

Chesterman, (2005) and Diehl (2008), that traditional military training for PKOs places emphasis 

on a complex set of more diplomatic skills, interpersonal and intergroup relations, 

communications, negotiation, with a mix of combat and political skills.  The result of this 

training pattern on the combat disposition of armed forces is that it does not harden troops.   

The study has also established that peacekeeping affect the courses troops would want to attend 

(Theme 3). Some soldiers are not interested in purely combat courses as they prefer going on 

Peacekeeping operations. Soldiers are not interested in combat courses, they are interested in 

 trade courses, so as to increase their chances of been employed by the UN (Theme 3).  

This confirms the fact that the emergent trend in training is at variance with core military 

combat training.  The difference in skills needed for peacekeeping operations have a numbing 

effect on soldiersô ability to fight and execute the warrior ethos in them; a continuation of this 

practice could eventually undermine their combat capabilities (Diehl, 2008; UN 2015).  In view 

of this, Khusrav, Justin, Todd, and Hirofumi (2015) contend that the vast majority of troops in 

UN peacekeeping operations mostly from developing countries are unable or unwilling to fulfill 

protection mandates at risk of their own safety (as witnessed in the Terrain Hotel incident in 

South Sudan when some Chinese, Ethiopian, Nepalese and Indian peacekeepers failed to act 
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decisively to rescue UN and humanitarian workers trapped in the Terrain Hotel in Juba in 2016 

following the outbreak of fighting between the government and opposition in which 5 aid 

workers were killed and many others raped and robbed).   

 The finding further confirms the assertion that peacekeeping has engendered the 

emergence of a new type of soldier divorced from the warrior culture (Kernic, 1999) which not 

only challenges the traditional concept of soldiering but also challenges soldiersô self-esteem as 

warriors (Joint Doctrine, 2011).  This confirms Wisher (as cited in Mulloy, 2007) findings that 

US Army combat arm units such as airborne or infantry battalions and combat support units 

skills deteriorated during the course of peacekeeping missions. The result is that PKO could 

adversely impact on the combat disposition of participating militaries.  This finding is further in 

sync with the findings of Guéhenno (2016), and Marina (2016) that the nature of peacekeeping 

has affected military training.  

Training is essential to combat efficiency.  Well trained personnel are better poised, will 

entertain no fears for combat but regard combat just as a normal military task and therefore, will 

execute it splendidly as expected. There is therefore the need for the training requirements of the 

Armed Forces to be appropriately addressed in order to facilitate realistic continuation training; it 

gives troops the confidence that they can go into combat and come out safe.   

 Drawing on the participantsô comments and the discussions thereof, it can be deduced 

that the major finding with respect to RQ 1 is that UN peacekeeping adversely affects the combat 

disposition of participating militaries.  Issues that lead to this situation include the fact that the 

demands of UN peacekeeping is totally at variance with the demands of combat operations. 

Secondly, it has been found out that UN peacekeeping demands a role change in the training 

routines of the Armed Forces, from an aggressive combat posture to pacifist civilian roles.  The 
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change in pre-deployment training from purely combat operations for pacifist non-violent UN 

operations eventually leads to a loss of military ehtos in personnel.  Use of force is discouraged 

in peacekeeping and the penalties thereof for any improper use of force can be dire (Forde, 2002; 

UN, 2016).  All these factors lead to a sense of phobia in personnel as already elucidated above 

which consequently affects the combat disposition of personnel.   

The findings confirm Hillsô (2001) findings that over indulgence in peacekeeping style 

deployments could result in forces becoming a ógendarmerieô, with a diminished reputation for 

combat operations.  Nina (2000) in a study on peacekeeping also concluded that the longer the 

deployment, the greater the deterioration of skills. Militaries that are engaged in regular combat 

operations therefore tend to regard peacekeeping as diversions from their core ethos which is 

combat (Joint Doctrine, 2011; Segal & Eyre, 1996).   As such, peacekeepers stand a risk of 

losing the combat skills for which they are trained (Joint Doctrine, 2011; Rivera et a l, 2004).   

Table 7 is a diagrammatic summary of the themes addressing RQ 1. 

Table 7 

RQ 1:  How does participating in UN peacekeeping operations impact on the combat disposition of the 

GAF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Theme 

Theme 1: UN peacekeeping 

operations contrast with warfare 

missions  

  

 

 

 

 

Theme 4: UN operations impact 

on military routines.                              

  

 

Summary of Theme 

This theme described details about the 

conduct of peacekeeping and warfare; how 

participants experience UN peacekeeping 

operations vis-a-vis the conduct of warfare or 

combat missions. It confirmed previous 

studies that peacekeeping operations blunt the 

fighting power of participating militaries.  

 

This theme describes the changes that the 

military has to effect in the conduct of its core 

routines in order to accommodate the 

political and cosmopolitan requirements of 

peacekeeping.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Relevance to RQ 

The finding established 

that peacekeeping is at 

variance from traditional 

warfare missions. Soldiers 

feel a sense of relative 

security in PKOs which 

eats into their psyche 

affecting their orientation 

for combat. The change in 

routines especially training 

has a negative impact on 

combat disposition.        
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RQ2.  How does the environment in contemporary UN PKOs affect the militaryôs  

ability to align military combat missions with evolving political objectives?  This question 

sought to establish the relationship between UN peacekeeping and the ability to achieve evolving 

political objectives and how that relates to the combat disposition of the GAF.  The following 

themes provided answers to this RQ. 

(a) Theme 2.  The Setting of UN peacekeeping is political. 

(b) Theme 5.  Despite the challenges arising from UN Peacekeeping, the Armed Forces 

will still be able to execute combat missions. 

These themes are discussed sequentially as follows. 

 The setting of UN peacekeeping is political (Theme 2) emphasizes on the political 

objectives of military operations.  Participants described their experiences of UN peacekeeping 

and how the military aligns itself in the discharge of its duties to achieve stated political 

objectives.   The second theme - The Armed Forces will execute combat missions ï relates to 

participantsô description of the Armed Forces engaging in combat operations when the need 

arises to achieve political objectives, especially with regards to the defense of the country.  

The research established that the setting of UN peacekeeping is basically a political 

undertaking.  Participants explained that the dynamics of second generation multi-dimensional 

and integrated missions are fashioned along political objectives, for the UN, the host country and 

the TCC.  The multi-dimensional nature of peacekeeping operations entails that the military 

engage in roles such as escorts and diplomatic duties and as such warfare becomes a secondary 

role (United Nations, 2014).  Peacekeeping operations indicates that soldiering is no more only 

about combat but includes things such as diplomacy and building relationships (Theme 1). 

This research established that not only are UN peacekeepers supposed to keep the peace  
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in war torn countries, but are also required to uphold cosmopolitan values or global norms as 

reflected in the comments of Bravo quoted above (Theme 2).  This finding is consistent with the 

findings of Kenkel (2013) that the setting of UN peacekeeping is basically a political 

undertaking.  This fact is also in consonance with the ideals espoused within the cosmopolitan 

theoretical framework that multi-dimensional UN peacekeeping operations are fashioned 

towards the promotion of contemporary global norms and values such as democracy, respect for 

the rule of law among other liberalist ideals (Curran & Woodhouse, 2007).   

Peacekeeping is conducted under the same auspices as Internal Security (IS) operations 

which is aimed at achieving stability and socio-political goals of the country.  The political 

setting of peacekeeping determines the nature of the operations.  The varied actors and groups in 

integrated peacekeeping missions make it difficult for the military to operate as there is no clear 

field of battle for the military to operate as well as many other constraining influences (UN, 

2016).  It is however considered important for the military to perform auxiliary non-military 

roles in order to be in good stead with the civil component as well as achieve the political 

objectives.  Peacekeeping thus requires the military to make the necessary adjustments to 

accommodate the evolving political dynamics (Theme 2).   

This finding is in line with similar findings by Chesterman (2005) and Kenkel (2013) 

who both concluded that peacekeeping roles involve a psychological transformation of the  

soldier from an adversarial concept to a pacific role; and from confrontation to third party neutral 

imposition.  This also confirms earlier findings that the object of military operations in UN PKOs 

is not to defeat an enemy but rather to avoid hostilities, to facilitate communication between the 

parties, and to advance the process of reconciliation (Kenkel, 2013; UN, 2015) which are all 

political objectives.  This confirms previous research findings that contemporary peacekeeping is 
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fundamentally a political undertaking whose essential question is how to support a political 

process between parties who have been at war with each other (Guéhenno, 2008; Marina, 2016; 

Sheehan, 2008).   

Participants also described the constraints imposed on the military in peacekeeping in the 

effort to align military objectives with the attainment of political goals.  Though the military over 

the ages has been regarded as a tool used to achieve political goals, this fact is not so much 

pronounced at the frontlines during active combat operations.  Due to the constraints on use of 

force, soldiers are more vulnerable in PKO theatres especially in missions where negotiations 

have not progressed far and hostilities still prevalent (Findlay, 2002; Theme 2).  

Respondents noted that in modern UN operations, the soldier is expected to justify any 

use of force; troops may end up answering so many questions when investigations are conducted 

into any misuse of force. This fact is also in line with previous studies which indicate that the 

resultant effect of the emerging demands of second generation integrated missions is that the 

military is being required to liaise with a much wider number of audience, civilian organizations, 

as well to negotiate with local armed groups and facilitate agreements over ceasefires, aid 

delivery, and the return of refugees (Marina, 2013; Kenkel, 2016; Stewart, 1993).  This trend 

also further confirms earlier findings that the political essence of contemporary peacekeeping 

means peacekeeping is one tool among several others that the UN uses to support the political 

process as part of a broader strategy in support of political reforms (Hippo Report, 2015).  In this 

light Sheehan (2008) confirms that the primary function of the military component in 

peacekeeping is usually to provide a secure environment so that other elements of the peace 

process can be implemented, including the monitoring of human rights, national reconciliation  

and institution building, and the distribution of humanitarian assistance.  
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Peacekeepers are required to exercise the greatest level of restraint and patience even 

when the resort to violence becomes necessary.  Peacekeeping troops operate under different 

laws.  Participants explained the complex dilemma of operating under so many regulations; 

peacekeepers are expected to achieve mission objectives without, ideally, a resort to use force or 

violence.   Apart from the numerous UN rules and regulations for peacekeepers, troops are also 

subject to some laws of the host country, oneôs own national laws as well as the military Code of 

Service Discipline.   

A soldier who contravenes any of these laws could be repatriated, tried and possibly 

black listed from participating in future UN operations or employment with the UN, both in civil 

or military capacity (Operation Sunrise, 2017; UN, 2016; UN, 2013).  Cognizant of the 

repercussions thereof, the anxiety to act right in order to avoid been black listed eventually 

encapsulates troops in a phobic feeling especially when they are required to act decisively.  In 

effect the military in conjunction with the civilian component are required to achieve the mission 

mandate through cajoling and appealing to the hostile parties to respect the peace process than  

resort to military use of force (UN, 2016).    

This finding is in consonance with previous literature which shows that the routine duties 

in peacekeeping impact on the psychology of peacekeepers and that such actions as mediation 

and arbitration do not come naturally to conventional military personnel, and that personnel will 

require considerable shifts in traditional or conventional military culture toward a psychology 

suitable for peacekeeping (Woodhouse, 1998).  This is also consistent with previous studies 

which show that peacekeepers have no military objectives, are barred from engaging in active 

combat, are located between rather than in opposition to hostile elements, and they negotiate  

rather than fight (Thakur, 1988). 
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Bellany and Paul (2012) also note in this wise that nation-states are informed by national 

considerations in making choices about where to deploy their militaries for multi-national 

operations.  In view of this and in line with the Realist and Systems theories of State interest, the 

research established that as a result of the benefits arising from UN peacekeeping 

reimbursements, the equipment procurement pattern of the Armed Forces has subordinated 

combat gear procurement to equipment needed to deploy for peacekeeping in order to maximise 

UN reimbursements.  Erskine (1989), Birikorang (2007) have both indicated that money gained 

from peacekeeping is invaluable for economic development in developing countries such as 

Ghana.   

With regards to this fact, the equipment procurement pattern has been tilted largely  

towards PKO (Theme 1). Many major equipment are purchased for PKOs because of the 

reimbursements. This finding confirms earlier findings that money gained from peacekeeping is 

invaluable for economic development in developing countries such as Ghana (Erskine, 1989; 

Birikorang, 2007).  The finding further confirms the conclusions of Donald, Daniel, Patricia, and 

Sharon (2008), Findlay (1996) and Walter (2007) that national interest informs the decision of 

many countries to deploy their militaries for peacekeeping operations.  This finding is also 

consistent with the assertions of the realist theoretical claims as espoused by its key proponent, 

Morgenthau (1960) that states in the international system make rational choices based on their 

national socio-political interest.   

This finding also confirms the findings of Imane (2011) that UN peacekeeping is 

principally a medium TCC use to promote national political interests.  In view of the paradigm of 

realist international relations therefore, the GAF in peacekeeping serves the socio-political 

interest of the Ghana.  This finding also harmonizes with the systems and realist theoretical 
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assumptions that all individuals, entities or states irrespective of motives, often act basically in 

their self-interest (Morgenthau, 1967; Waltz, 1959). 

Despite the challenges arising from UN Peacekeeping, the Armed Forces will still be able 

to execute combat missions (Theme 5) relates to participantsô description of the possible threat to 

national security arising out of the engagement of the GAF in PKO.   Participants were of the 

opinion that there were no serious risks to national security as a result of the Armed Forcesô 

participation in UN PKOs.   

Defense of the territorial integrity of a country remains the core duty of every national 

armed force.  As stipulated in the Constitution of Ghana (1992) therefore, the GAF has the 

primary responsibility of defending the country against all external threats to its territory and 

sovereignty.  Participants described that the defense needs of the country are assessed against the 

anticipated threats.  Soldiers who have experienced the havoc of armed conflicts in other 

countries through peacekeeping make them never want anything similar to happen to the 

homeland.  Many participants were of the opinion that the country is not confronted with any 

immediate security threat and therefore, the military in peacekeeping does not expose the country 

to danger.  Ghanaôs defense needs are tailored towards anticipated threats but present day threat 

analysis indicates no serious security risk to the country.  The GAF therefore are focused only on 

defending or protecting the territorial integrity of Ghana hence the tilt towards peacekeeping as 

an alternative way of engaging the Armed Forces. 

Despite the constraints arising from PKOs on the combat disposition of the Armed forces, 

some participants nonetheless noted that militaries are not trained for only combat but to also 

carry out other auxiliary operations such as internal security operations (Sheehan, 2008; Theme 

4).  Participants were of the opinion that many soldiers are cognizant of the fact that they will be 
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required to fight irrespective of the challenges and constraints when the situation arises.  The 

majority of troops of the GAF will therefore go into combat operations; though some soldiers 

may be scared the few bold ones among them would motivate the rest to fight (Theme 5).   

  The psyche and orientation of personnel for combat operations depends to a large extend 

on what soldiers are told during training and so when soldiers are adequately briefed about the 

operation, troops will not malinger but move quickly into action (Theme 5). The reaction of 

troops to combat will be determined by the practical situation in the area of operations (Theme 5; 

UNMISS SOP, 2016. 

Soldiersô response to combat operations will however not be devoid of the challenges 

already discussed in RQ1.  Troops who will willingly go into action are the few who enlisted not 

because of the material rewards they stand to gain from PKOs but for the love of the profession 

(Theme 4).  It is deduced from the discussion that the Armed Forces has been able to align itself 

to achieve the evolving political objectives of the country, both domestically and internationally.  

This arises from the fact that the Armed Forces has contributed in large measure to the economic 

development of the country by means of the reimbursements from peacekeeping as well as 

positively projecting the image of the country in the international comity of nations.   

Majority of the participants described the fact that many troops will execute combat 

missions especially with regards to the defence of the homeland, nonetheless, there may still be 

some inherent challenges arising from the oddities of UN peacekeeping that needs to be 

addressed in order to place the military on a stronger pedestal in terms of combat efficacy 

(Bellamy, Williams, Stuart, 2010; Theme 5).  Table 8 is a summary of the 2 themes and ideas 

related to RQ2. 
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Table 8 

RQ 2. How does the environment in contemporary UN PKOs affect the militaryôs ability to align 

military combat missions with evolving political objectives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

RQ3. How does UN PKOs affect the psychological orientation of military personnel? 

This RQ sought to assess how PKO affect the psychology of personnel towards combat 

operations.  The research established that some variables arising from peacekeeping affects the 

psychology of personnel for combat operations. Two themes provide answers to this research 

question. These themes are: 

(a)  Theme 3.  Peacekeeping influences the mindset of personnel. 

(b)  Theme 4.  Peacekeeping impacts on military routines. 

The first theme - Peacekeeping influences the mindset of personnel - relates to the 

psychology troops develop for peacekeeping operations and how that influences their individual 
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Theme 2: The Setting of 

UN peacekeeping is 

political. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theme 5:  Despite the 

challenges arising from 

UN Peacekeeping, the 

GAF will still be able to 

execute combat missions.                                                                                                              

Summary of Theme 

 

This theme describes how PKOs are largely a 

political undertakings. This imposes 

constraints on militaries in PKOs. National 

interest guide military decisions in UN 

peacekeeping. 

 

 

 

 

  

This theme describes the assessment by 

participants that troops of the GAF will go into 

action despite the impact of UN peacekeeping, 

though there may be some initial challenges.                                                                                                                                                   

Relevance to RQ 

 

Military activities in 

peacekeeping are guided 

by political considerations. 

PKO influences the psyche 

of personnel towards 

combat missions. 

Personnel are scared of 

been sanctioned from 

participating in future UN 

PKOs.  

 

The Armed Forces has 

been a tool for political 

action to project Ghanaôs 

political interests. 
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disposition for deployments into high risk combat zones.   The second theme - peacekeeping 

impacts on military routines - describes how PKO impacts on the established routines of the 

Armed Forces and how that transcend into the combat capability or otherwise of the military.  A 

further analysis of these 2 themes to answers to the research question indicates three key areas 

that it impacts on the Armed Forces.  The key findings are: 

(a)  Financial Gains from PKOs affects defence policy and the psyche of personnel. 

(b)  Recruitment of personnel into the Armed Forces is negatively affected by PKOs. 

(c)  Training is tilted towards softer aspect military disciplines. 

 The study established that nation-states and individual military personnel take part in 

peacekeeping operations due to some motivating factors.  At the personal level, the study found 

out that the key motivating factor is the financial benefit that troops stand to gain from the 

operations.  Peacekeeping has led to some personnel cultivating a materialist psychology of 

material gains or financial expectation for operations.  Arising from this consideration therefore, 

peacekeeping is regarded largely more as a ówelfare packageô to help troops improve upon their 

finances and other social cost of living than a traditional military operation (Birinkorang, 2007; 

Erskine, 1989).  This financial gain is from the allowances that the UN pays to troops.  

Participants described that this influences the mindset of some personnel towards possible 

combat operations, both positively and negatively (Theme 3).    

This confirmed earlier studies' findings that the allowances that the UN pays  troops on 

peacekeeping remains a major source of money that personnel use to fund their projects such as 

houses and other investments (Ayawine, 2013; Bellany & Paul, 2010).  This finding is also in 

sync and harmony with earlier studies by Ayawine (2013),  Bellany and Paul (2012), and 

Birikorang (2007) who in their respective studies into peacekeeping operations all indicated that 
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the financial gain arising from UN peacekeeping is a major motivating factor explaining why 

soldiers desire to go on PKO. This finding is also in consonance with a much earlier but 

landmark study on peacekeeping operations which concludes that in PKOs troops main focus is 

on what they themselves will gain (Galtung, 1976) 

Peacekeeping has therefore influenced the psychology of personnel in that soldiers have 

developed a certain sense of material expectation for operations (Theme 3).  Consequently, 

personnel have come to regard peacekeeping as lying outside the ambit of traditional military 

operations in the fundamental sense of the word, with possibilities of combat and/or sustaining 

casualties.  This increasingly eats into the psyche of personnel which impacts on their disposition 

for one of the core areas of the military profession which is combat operations.  Soldiers are 

increasingly becoming much averse to taking risk but more interested in money (Theme 3).  As a 

result, soldiers used to peacekeeping operations are apprehensive of deployment into combat 

operations. 

This assertion shows that the monetary aspect of operations has negatively influenced the 

core values of the military which is built around discipline, regimentation, and the ability to 

discharge combat obligations.  The finding further confirms the conclusions of Donald, Daniel, 

Patricia, and Sharon (2008), Findlay (1996) and Walter (2007) that national interest informs the 

decision of many countries to deploy their militaries for peacekeeping operations. 

Another finding from the study is that the gains troops get from PKOs has influenced the 

recruitment pattern into the Armed Forces.  Participants explained that the psychology of many 

of the modern day recruits into the military is not borne out of love for the Service and a desire to 

pay the ultimate sacrifice but a desire to irk out a living (Theme 3).  Some people therefore join 

the Armed Forces not because they love the military but because of the opportunities thereof.  As 
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a result, some individuals who otherwise would not have been interested in a military career find 

their ways into the ranks because of the financial gains that they stand to get, and this 

consequently affects the psychology of such personnel for combat operations.  Adverts in 

newspapers and other media use participation in peacekeeping missions as a motivation to entice 

young people to enlist into the military (Theme 4). As a result, some people joini the Ar,ed 

Forces because their aim is to go on UN peacekeeping missions, so as to be able to buy some 

basic items for personal comfort such as TV, sound system, fridges, deep freezers, and so on 

(Theme 3). 

 The expectations of some potential recruits into the GAF are therefore largely tilted 

towards PKOs, what he has heard, not the proper soldier.  These soldiers may be found wanting 

in times of combat operations as they donôt have the desire to soldier.  This finding is inline with 

the argument by Kernic, (1999) that peacekeeping engagements could consequently engender the 

emergence of a new type of soldier divorced from the warrior culture.  The result is that, it has 

affected some level of discipline as some personnel seek favours to be nominated to go on 

peacekeeping operations (Theme 3).   Troops are looking for monetary rewards and so in as 

much as possible they want to stay alive; so they may be frightened about proper combat (Theme 

1; Theme 3).  

Training is one of the major routines of the military and indeed training lies at the core of 

military combat efficacy.  The study found out that UN peacekeeping has affected the training 

regimen of some participating militaries. The study established that some soldiers were not 

interested in attending combat courses because of the desire to serve on UN Peacekeeping 

Operations  (Theme 3; Theme 4).  Realistic training is an essential ingredient for combat power.  

Realistic combat training right from the beginning and appropriate psychological conditioning 
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from the onset toughens soldiers up to execute tasks effectively especially during combat 

engagements.  So many soldiers are not interested in courses, they prefer going on peacekeeping 

missions.  Peacekeeping training however falls far short of the requirement for combat 

operations (Raju, 2013; UN, 2013).  

Many personnel of the Armed Forces are deployed on PKOs.  As a result, raising 

adequate manpower to execute large scale exercises can sometimes be a challenge.  Some  

training has been cancelled due to lack of sufficient manpower. When a soldier is due to be 

nominated for UN PKOs s/he would not want to attend some courses or training (Theme 4).  

This finding is similar to the findings by Kernic (1999) that the nature of UN peacekeeping 

training has a deadening effect on militaries.  

The importance of training to combat efficacy cannot be gainsaid.  Soldiers are capable 

of combat operations once they are appropriately trained and psyched about the nature of the 

operations.  The lack of effective combat oriented training and at the same time the disinterest of 

personnel for such training affects the psychology of personnel for combat.  Diehl (2008) thus 

establishes that the requirements for effective military training for peacekeeping operations are 

one of the challenges that face peacekeeping in the twenty-first century.  

 In line with the systems theoretical assumptions (Waltz, 1959), the use of foreign 

military intervention in peace operations thus challenges the traditional understanding of the role 

of the professional soldier.  The transformation brought about by the shift from the military 

engagement principally from national defense in interstate armed conflict to its engrossment in 

intrastate conflict, changes the militaryôs activities from its primary responsibility for national 

security to participation in international operations assuming increasing importance.  The study 

established that combat effectiveness of troops will depend to a large extent on viable and 
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effective training; effective training holds the key to achieving core values through success in 

combat (Theme 1).  

The key challenge to an effective combat capability however has to do with lack of 

effective training.  When a soldier is well trained, that soldier will not fear combat because he 

knows what to do.  But when troops are not well trained they entertain fear in the face of combat.  

A trained soldier is full of confidence and therefore moves freely; it gives troops the confidence 

that they can go into combat and come out safe (Kotia, 2015; Theme 5; UN, 2016).  Training 

thus remains the cornerstone to an effective combat capability.  It is important the military find a 

balance between the requirements of peacekeeping training and the demands for effective 

training.  The key ideas in the themes are summarized in Table 9. 

Table 9 

RQ3. How does UN PKOs affect the psychological orientation of military personnel? 
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Theme 3: Peacekeeping 

influences the Mindset of 

Personnel.  

 

 

 

 

Theme 4:  UN Operations 

influence Military Routines.                                                                                     

Summary of Theme 

 

This theme describes 

thenegative psychology 

troops attach for 

peacekeeping operations as 

result of frequently being on 

UN peacekeeping.  

 

The theme relates that some 

soldiers and militaries that are 

regular participants in UN 

PKOs have come to regard 

peacekeeping operations as 

part of their normal routines.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Relevance to RQ 

 

Peacekeeping is regarded by 

troops largely as a welfare 

package but not as a military 

operation. Troops are much 

more interested peacekeeping 

than regimental training and 

routines. 

                                                                                                                                              

People without interest for 

military service also get 

recruited into the Service 

because of the anticipated 

gains from PKOs. 

 

 

 

The influence on military 

training as personnel not as 

much to combat courses like 

trade affects the disposition of 

towards combat operations.                                                                                                                                 



IMPACT OF UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING ON COMBAT   189 

 
 

The analysis of the all the themes has established some key findings.  These key findings are 

presented in Figure 2.  The figure contains all the identified themes and the major findings 

elicited from the themes. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. Summary of the key findings on impact of peacekeeping operations on combat 

orientation of the Armed Forces 

Conclusions  

This research sought to establish how UN peacekeeping impacts on the combat 

disposition of the GAF.  This was informed by the lack of available literature on the subject.  The 

UN Peacekeeping Operations 

contrast with combat missions. 

The setting of UN 

peacekeeping is political 
UN operations influence 

military routines. 

Peacekeeping assignments 

influence the mindset of 

personnel 

Despite the challenges arising from UN 

Peacekeeping, the Armed Forces will still 

be able to execute combat missions.  

 1.  Troops are scared of UN 

sanctions. 

2.  Troops distracted by PKOs. 

3.   PKOs degrade combat 

skills. 

4.  PKOs erode the warrior 

ethos  

5.  PKOs affect combat/ 

logistics procurement. 

6.  Pacifist training regimen 

7.  PKO constraints instills 

sense of phobia in troops. 
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purpose of the study was to fill this important gap in the existing literature by linking UN 

peacekeeping theory and practice to military doctrine and traditional concept of operations.  The 

study has shown that the nature of UN peacekeeping operations adversely affect the combat 

disposition of participating militaries.  This is in view of the fact that the conduct of UN 

peacekeeping is at variance with the nature of operations of war.  Unlike in warfare, where use of 

superior doctrine, tactics or force is an advantage, most often in UN peacekeeping, the use of 

force is the exception than the norm(Findlay, 2002; Theme 1; UN, 2016;).  

 The setting of UN peacekeeping gives a relative sense of safety and security to troops. 

There is a comparatively less risk to sustaining casualties in peacekeeping than in warfare and 

this trend gradually eats into the psyche of personnel. Though peacekeeping has been a great 

source of financial relief to troops, it could make some personnel become averse to being 

exposed to combat situations where the possibility of death is a big possibility.  It is concluded 

that an over indulgence in PKOs without appropriate counter measures can affect a military 

adversely (Nina, 2000; Raju, 2014; Theme 4).  

From the forgoing, it can be said that there is disconnect between UN peacekeeping and 

the conduct of warfare operations.  There is a role transformation when soldiers are deployed 

into a peacekeeping mission, from a posture of aggression to that of diplomacy, negotiations and 

conciliation (Kotia, 2015; UN, 2013).  Peacekeeping thus involves a psychological 

transformation of the soldier from an adversarial friend/enemy dichotomy to a concept of an 

impartial referee between or among contending parties as the case may be.   Militaries that 

frequently engage in peacekeeping should find a balance between the demands of PKOs and the 

expectations of the military in the discharge of its core role.  Routines in the peacekeeping 

theatre coupled with lack of appropriate and effective training also affects the mental and  
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operational disposition of troops for combat deployments (Theme 3).   

Furthermore economic factors are a major driving force why nations and military 

personnel desire to be deployed on PKOs.  The UN peacekeeping allowances paid to troops have 

been a major incentive to personnel as it is a major source of supplement to their pay 

(Birikorang, 2007).  However, focusing too much attention on the financial reimbursements from 

the equipment has led to a shift in the equipment procurement pattern in the Armed Forces, 

placing emphasis on peacekeeping gear in order to derive maximum reimbursements under the 

wet lease system.  Military equipment are very expensive hardware and therefore is placed at the 

down end of government priority expenditures in view of the fact that Ghana is a developing 

country (Birinkorang, 2007).  

Ghana also does not face an imminent threat of attack from her neighbours.  The only 

threat that the GAF therefore has to content with is largely terrorist and other forms of low 

intensity asymmetric warfare.   Threat analysis is also done to assess the countryôs security needs 

before deploying into a peacekeeping theatre (Theme 5).  Ghana thus has a comparative degree 

of relative security and stability hence investing in high tech and expensive military hardware is 

considered a second priority to providing the citizenry with the basic necessities of life.  As a 

result, most purchases of military hardware are informed by peacekeeping considerations with 

the objective to draw maximum reimbursements in order to help in economic development to lift 

the masses out of poverty (Theme 3).  Nonetheless, the security of the State is an equally 

paramount consideration and equal attention should be given to securing it against all forms of 

threat. 

The study has shown that the combat capability of the military revolve around not only in 

having good equipment but also in having the right caliber of personnel (Theme 1; Theme 3).  
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The GAF is no doubt one of the most disciplined military institutions in the West Africa sub-

region.  This is evidenced by the fact that in the over 50 decades of its involvement in 

peacekeeping, the GAF has never been found culpable for any grievous misconduct.  The study 

nonetheless showed some troops lack the required level of mental robustness and conditioning 

for executing full scale combat operations (Theme 3).   

From the findings, it can further be concluded that the security of Ghana is not so much 

compromised by the Armed Forces participating in UN peacekeeping (Theme 5).  Indeed, it is 

enhanced in view of the fact that troops are exposed and the UN allowances help maintain high 

morale among troops. Ghana has been relatively stable over a long period and does not face 

imminent threats.   Though deployment of PKO sometimes depletes Units of inadequate 

manpower, nonetheless, a comprehensive threat analysis and review of prevailing potential 

threats to the country is often done before the Armed Forces is deployed into a peacekeeping 

mission (Theme 5).   

Peacekeeping is a very crucial ingredient to the welfare of troops and is regarded by 

troops as a contributory factor to high morale (Theme 3).  It is the desire of many of the 

participants that the Armed Forces must continue taking part in peacekeeping missions as it has 

been beneficial to both country and personnel (Theme 3; Theme 4).  Nonetheless, the study has 

established that UN PKOs has an adverse impact on the combat disposition of the Armed Forces.  

It is therefore necessary that despite the benefits to personnel and country, pragmatic policy 

measures should be instituted to ameliorate some of the shortcomings arising thereof so that 

personnel can continue to derive the benefits from peacekeeping without losing focus on the core 

duty of every Armed Forces, which is combat (Joint Doctrine, 2011; Marina, 2016; Theme 3). 
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Practical Recommendations 

 A further analysis, examination of participantsô comments and fine tuning of the primary  

data resulted in the identification of 3 major problem areas arising from PKOs that challenges the 

combat disposition of the GAF.  These areas are training, equipment/logistics and personnel.  It  

is around these problem areas that recommendations are tailored to serve as a way forward.  

Training has been identified as a necessary ingredient to achieve combat efficacy. It has come 

out from the study that continuation training is a major ingredient to achieving full scale combat 

power; mental state of troops for combat depends largely on effective training.   

The combat disposition of a military is therefore diminished by lack of effective and 

realistic training. Peacekeeping operations has affected the training routing of the Armed Forces 

as it has shifted to focus more on peacekeeping style policing operations    General Headquarters 

(GHQ) Training should carry out a comprehensive review of the training routine of the Armed 

Forces in order to ensure the military is well positioned to meet all types of threats. .   General 

Headquarters Training should ensure that continuation training at the Unit level is effective and 

fashioned along the lines of combat.  Training should also be realistic, cognizant of the 

requirements for combat operations in the contemporary world.  

It is also recommended that pre-deployment training of units earmarked for PKOs should 

be fashioned purely along the lines of combat operations.  The other ingredients necessary for 

UN operations can be treated during the continuous in-mission training.  Regular Unit, and 

formation level training is an expensive undertaking in terms of manpower and logistics.    

Troops on concentration training for insertion into a PKO should be disabused from thinking that 

all is safe in a peacekeeping theatre and that it is all about welfare. When the training is made 

realistic enough, and troops well psyched about the possibility of being engaged in sustained 
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combat in a peacekeeping theatre, it would help ginger them properly to be well prepared and 

never to lose sight of their core calling ï combat(Katsumi, 2016; Theme 3; Theme 5). When a  

soldier is well trained, that soldier will not fear combat because he knows what to do. 

 Another militating factor against the combat efficacy of the Armed Forces is as a result 

of the lack of appropriate combat equipment and associated logistics (Marina, 2016; Theme 1).  

Logistics is the main driving factor of every armed force, especially with regards to sustaining 

combat operations.  The rise and increase in acts of terror and asymmetric warfare with no clear 

frontlines however makes any believe of relative national security a false assumption.  A strong 

military, with profound combat power is a sure strong deterrent against all threats to national 

security (Morgenthau, 1976). Resources spent in pursuit of this noble objective should not be 

considered an alternative priority.  

 A balance must therefore be found between the requirements for PKOs and the need to 

re-tool the combat requirements of the military.  It is recommended that equal priority should be 

made to secure combat hardware in equal measure like peacekeeping equipment for which 

reimbursements are drawn.  It is recommended government makes the acquisition of combat gear 

such as jet fighters, tanks, UAVs, high tech arty pieces among several others is also made a 

priority.  The returns from peacekeeping reimbursements are quite substantial, a greater 

proportion of this money can be channeled into purchasing combat oriented equipment and 

logistics until any shortfalls on Unit Equipment Tables are substantially addressed.  

  Quality equipment is useless without proper and well-psyched troops. It is recommended 

that GHQ Personnel Administration should de-link prospects of taking part in PKOs as a 

motivating factor to entice people to join the Armed Forces.  Participation in peacekeeping 

should also not be considered a right to all ranks but conditional on good performance in combat 
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courses.  Nominations for peacekeeping should be made conditional of the soldier having done 

their mandatory career courses commensurate with their rank.  Any soldier that does not show 

enough interest in combat training should not be allowed the opportunity of deploying into a 

PKOs (Theme 3; Theme 4).   

Recommendations for Further Research 

This phenomenological study offered a preliminary view surrounding the essence of UN 

peacekeeping and the combat disposition of participating militaries.  The opinions of 6 officers 

and 3 SWOs were sought to aid in describing an understanding of the phenomenon.  The study 

has added knowledge to the field of peacekeeping research by establishing the fact  that 

peacekeeping generally adversely impact on the combat disposition of participating militaries in 

many ways.  The study was however constrained by some limitations and these areas may 

require further studies.   

 The sample comprised of principally very senior officers and SWOs.  These personalities, 

though SMEs, might have lost touch with the real happenings at the lower levels of the military.  

The fighting power of every armed forces in terms of personnel largely rest with the young ones 

who will be engaged in the close battle in times of war and will therefore feel the brunt of the 

enemy much more.  It is recommended that future research may include young officers and 

junior non-commissioned officers in order to assess their experience of the phenomenon. 

As a qualitative study, the sample size was also very small.  The study was restricted to 

the views of only 9 participants.  The findings are therefore best understood only within the 

context of the 9 participants interviewed for the investigation.  The findings cannot therefore be 

generalized as representative of the opinions of the entire GAF.  The applicability of the research 

findings is therefore very limited.   
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The methodology used was another limiting factor.  The qualitative design does not offer 

grounds to convincingly establish the relations between 2 or more variables.  A quantitative 

correlation study that will include a representative sample of the population of the GAF may 

serve as a better approach to convincingly establish the relation between the 2 variables, that is, 

UN PKOs and its impact on the combat effectiveness of the Armed Forces.  A quantitative study 

that will involve a large sample size will adequately reflect the opinions of the entire GAF and 

therefore its applicability can be generalized. A correlation study will also establish the direct 

link between peacekeeping and the impact on the combat disposition of the Armed Forces. 

The study was also limited to only male officers.  This was informed by the fact that the 

military is principally a male dominated profession and female soldiers are mostly posted to the 

service support units and principally perform auxiliary roles.  It is suggested that female soldiers 

should be included in the sample for future studies.  The inclusion of females in future research 

will enable for varied opinions and information to be garnered.  A comparison of experiences 

could be made for future research in order to understand how gender affects PKOs and 

correspondingly, combat.  

There is the need to expand the target population to include more diversity in future 

studies.  Expanding the target population to include more demographics will thus help to further 

describe the phenomenon and offer deeper insight into how peacekeeping affects the combat 

disposition of participating militaries.  

This phenomenological qualitative study nonetheless has served as a baseline 

understanding of the phenomenon.  Findings from this study offer a foundation from which to 

build on as future investigations to explore the evolving phenomenon.  These results are 

pertinent to the conduct of peacekeeping and therefore invaluable to the UN and other 
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organizations engaged in the practise of peace operations. The results have also provided 

information for the conduct of international relations and diplomacy. The findings further 

provide sufficient information to inform policy makers at the strategic level to do a proper 

assessment of the defence needs of the country and to ensure that the military remains a potent 

fighting force.  

 The psychological impact of peacekeeping operations on personnel as well as other 

factors that impinges on military combat capability has been copiously examined in the findings. 

The findings can be used as a resource base to develop appropriate training package for the 

Armed Forces.  The study therefore adequately serves as a resource base from which information 

could be sourced to make policy decisions in order to improve upon the overall efficacy of the 

Armed Forces. The suggested areas for further research will help further expound the horizon 

into the phenomenon. 
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